
                                     

 

                                 REGULAR WORKSHOP 

                                 JANUARY 8, 1990 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a 

regular workshop session on Monday, January 8, 1990 , at 8:00 A.M. in the 

County Commission Boardroom in the Walton County Co urthouse. 

 The following Board Members were present:  Chairma n Sam Pridgen, Vice-

Chairman Donald D. Brown, Commissioner W.F. Miles, and Commissioner Robert G. 

Fleet.  County Administrative Supervisor, Mr. Ronni e E. Bell, was also 

present.  Commissioner Wilson Holley was absent. 

 Chairman Pridgen called the workshop to order. 

 Mr. Bell submitted a cost estimate, as prepared by  Mr. Odell Lewelling, 

for remodeling the old jail building versus disasse mbling the existing 

structure and constructing a new building which wou ld include additional 

office space.  The cost of remodeling would be appr oximately $164,550.00.  

The cost for new construction would be approximatel y $245,565.00 or 

approximately $197,415.00 for a package building su ch as the Courthouse 

Annex.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Fleet re commended remodeling the 

old jail. 

 Mr. Travis Sanders, of Innovative Technology, appe ared before the Board 

to make a presentation concerning the company's sur ge protectors.  Mr. 

Sanders gave a brief review of the company's histor y followed by a video 

presentation.  A brief question-and-answer session followed.  Vice-Chairman 

Brown suggested that Mr. Sanders confer with Mr. Ke rmit George, an electrical 

engineer, in order for Mr. George to give his opini on on the product to the 

Board before a  decision is made.  Mr. Sanders agre ed to contact Mr. George.  

Mr. Sanders also submitted a file of letters of rec ommendation. 

 Ms. Andrea Nelson, regional consultant for the Ame rican Red Cross, 



                                     

 

appeared before the Board to request that the Board  encourage all County 

employees to donate blood.  The state of Florida is  one of the three states 

in the nation which is in a crisis situation regard ing blood supplies.  Mr. 

Edward Armbruster, Chairman of the local chapter of  the Red Cross, provided 

local blood drive statistics, and reiterated Ms. Ne lson's request for the 

County's help in increasing blood drive participati on.  The Board thanked Ms. 

Nelson and Mr. Armbruster. 

 Mr. William Coon, Shop Foreman, appeared before th e Board to request 

pay increases for the following County employees in  the Shop:  Mr. Robert L. 

Godwin, Mr. Marvin Henderson, Mr. Floyd Owens, Mr. Hurtis (Buddy) Manning, 

and Ms. Theresa Cassiday. Discussion followed.  Cha irman Pridgen directed Mr. 

Coon to submit his recommended raises for those emp loyees.  The Board will 

then take action on the request in the regular meet ing of January 9, 1990. 

 Commissioner Fleet questioned Mr. Coon regarding C ounty ambulances - 

Does he recommend gasoline-powered engines or diese l-powered engines?  Mr. 

Coon advised that he recommends diesel-powered engi nes. 

 Mr. Ronnie Hudson, Public Works Director, advised that the Department 

of Environmental Regulations (DER) requires that a certified landfill 

supervisor must be present during landfill operatin g hours, effective January 

1, 1990.  Three landfill employees took the certifi cation exam and two passed 

it. Assistant Supervisor, Mr. James Ellis, and equi pment operator, Mr. Earl 

Robinson, passed the certification exam.  Mr. Clint  Ward, current Landfill 

Supervisor, did not pass the exam.  The Board advis ed that action will be 

taken in the regular meeting on January 9, 1990. 

 Mr. Hudson advised that Mr. Kermit George, enginee r, is present to make 

a recommendation to the Board concerning the one bi d received on construction 

of the prison access road.  Mr. George recommended that the project be rebid.  



                                     

 

The bid is too high in Mr. George's opinion.  Discu ssion followed.  The Board 

directed Mr. George to attempt to negotiate with C. W. Roberts Construction 

Company (the sole bidder) before the Board moves to  reject the bid and rebid 

the project. 

 Mr. George advised the Board that the County curre ntly has only two 

secondary roads qualifying for federal aid.  These roads are Highway 185 and 

Highway 2.  Mr. George stated that the Board should  consider other roads they 

feel are potential candidates for the federal aid s econdary road system. 

 Mr. Bell advised that Mr. Zane Sunday, Superintend ent of Schools, 

stated that he is uncertain when the School Board o ffices will be vacating 

the annex. 

 Commissioner Fleet stated that the South Walton He alth Department has 

requested that a canopy be installed over their tra iler and that a security 

light be installed also. Commissioner Fleet further  stated that District 5 

will provide the labor if the Health Department wil l provide the materials. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a letter from Mr. Chuck Helton , Freeport Mayor, 

requesting a water franchise for the City of Freepo rt. 

 Mr. Bell submitted a letter from Mrs. Colleen Armb ruster advising the 

Board of 40 acres for sale adjoining the County Lan dfill.  The price is 

$25,000.00 or $625.00 per acre.   

 Mr. Bell advised that there are three bids to cons ider for awarding in 

the January 9, 1990 regular meeting. 

 Mr. Bell advised that Mr. Wilford Carroll owns the  south 40 acres 

adjoining the Landfill.  When the County withstood the severely heavy rains 

in June of 1989, the Landfill's retention pond burs t and washed a huge gully 

in Mr. Carroll's property. Mr. Carroll is now reque sting that the County 

either buy the property, repair the damage, or prep are for a lawsuit. 



                                     

 

 Mr. Hudson read the following statement to the Boa rd for the record of 

the proceedings: 
 In the November 27, 1989, County Commission Worksh op, I made a  
 statement regarding the cell liner repair at the l andfill. The 
 liner repair was tested by an independent testing lab and the 
 results of that test were sent to my office and to  Barrett, Daffin, 
 and Carlan.  The results of the test were, in my o pinion, unclear. 
 We received notification from DER that certain par ts of the test 
 failed and we would have to reconstruct portions o f the liner and 
 have it retested. 
 
 I was given the impression by Barrett, Daffin, and  Carlan that the 
 test results were adequate.  Upon notification fro m DER that we had 
 failed, I arrived at the opinion that possibly the re was some lack 
 of communication between Barrett, Daffin, and Carl an and DER.  I 
 stated in the workshop that possibly there was som e friction  
 between our consultant and DER.  It appears that I  was in error and 
 there is no friction between the two.  Apparently,  there has been 
 a lack of communication and confusion with regard to the test. 
 
 I would like to take this opportunity to clarify t he minutes as to  
 my statement concerning the friction between the t wo groups. 
 
 Charles R. Hudson 
 Public Works Director 
 

 Commissioner Fleet advised that Ms. Joanie Ritterm an, resident of Steel 

Field/Bunker Creek, has informed him that since the  Bunker Creek ferry has 

been discontinued, her property value has been grea tly reduced.  She is 

bringing suit against the County for her devalued p roperty. 

 Commissioner Fleet stated that the issue of an ani mal control ordinance 

for the entire County must be addressed soon. 

 Commissioner Fleet further stated that the County' s position with 

Florida Community Services Corporation should be re examined.  

 He advised that, though he is satisfied with the j ob being done by Mr. Dewey 

Wilson, there is really noone within the County who  is qualified to manage 

that type of facility and one of that size. 

 Commissioner Fleet advised that a nuisance ordinan ce must be adopted.  

Ad valorem taxes are being adversely affected by un shielded "junkyards." 



                                     

 

 Commissioner Fleet recommended that the Board shou ld resolve to know 

more about the operation of the Walton Regional Hos pital.  

 When questioned, Mr. Bill Mixon, Hospital Board tr ustee, stated that in his 

opinion, the County does not have the physicians ne eded to bring business to 

the hospital.  An independent firm is conducting a survey to determine areas 

and means of improvement within the hospital. 

 Chairman Pridgen advised that the County must take  some steps toward 

preventing developers dividing acreage into lots an d providing no ingress and 

egress for those who purchase the lots. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle, Chief Deputy Clerk, reviewed th e letters to the 

Board and agreements to be addressed in the regular  meeting of January 9, 

1990. 

 The developers of a health care/retirement facilit y in Sandestin will 

be present in the regular meeting of January 9 to u pdate the Board on the 

statues of the facility and to request the adoption  of a resolution 

authorizing a Public Hearing on the issuance of ref unding bonds for the 

project. 

 Mrs. Ingle advised that the Board should establish  a cost per page for 

items which are requested to be faxed to individual s. 

 Chairman Pridgen adjourned the workshop. 

 

                                   APPROVED:_______ ____________________ 

                                               Sam Pridgen, Chairman 

 

ATTEST:_____________________________ 

         Catherine King, Clerk  


