
                             WORKSHOP 

                         JANUARY 11, 1999 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

Regular Workshop on Monday, January 11, 1999, at 8: 30 a.m., in the Tourist 

Development Council's Boardroom. 

 The following members were present:  Chairman Joel  Paul, Jr., Vice-

Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Gene Ry an, Commissioner Randall 

Infinger, and Commissioner Herman Walker.  Ronnie E . Bell, Administrative 

Supervisor, and Ms. Sara Comander, Administrative A ssistant to the Clerk of 

Court, were also present. 

 Chairman Paul called the meeting to order followed  by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Mrs. Suedelle Wilkerson, Finance Supervisor, prese nted the Expenditure 

Approval List for the Commissioner's review, along with an invoice to The 

Guardian Insurance in the amount of $977.55.  

 The Board approved payment of The Guardian Insuran ce in the amount of 

$977.55 and payment of the bills as presented on th e EAL as follows.  These 

items were placed on the consent agenda. 
 
  General Fund       $273,174.86 
  County Transportation Trust          32,422.97 
  Library                               2,347.77 
  Recreation Plat Fee                     107.53 
  Solid Waste Enterprise               59,033.05 
  Mossy Head VFD                          123.90 
  Glendale VFD                            245.03 
  Darlington VFD                       11,254.80 
  Liberty VFD                             181.20 
  Red Bay VFD                           1,334.77 
  TDC/AmSouth                          43,352.78 
  TDC/SunTrust                          1,706.09 
  SHIP                                     19.50 
  Driftwood Debt Service                4,672.70 

 

 The Commissioners also approved payment to Dolomit e Incorporated, 

Marianna, in the amount of $3,034.95, District 2; P reble-Rish in the amount 

of $8,890.76, District 2; and Ray Lambert Enterpris es, United VFD, in the 

amount of $1,515.20.  These items were placed on th e consent agenda. 

 Ms. Nancy James and Ms. Marilyn Coe, South Walton Library, appeared 

before the Commissioners and requested approval to locate a new library site.  

Ms. Coe stated that due to the delay in securing pr operties for the New Town 

Center a new site needs to be secured.  Ms. Coe als o requested that an 

amended resolution be adopted designating a specifi c library site in order to 
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obtain grant funding which would allow construction  to begin in August 1999.  

 Ms. James stated that the Friends of The Coastal L ibrary would like to 

drop the New Town Center properties as a considerat ion for a site. 

Commissioner Butler stated that he is not in favor of fragmenting services 

and recommended allowing them to explore various si tes, but not release them 

from the Town Center site until a later date. 

 The Commissioners agreed to allow the Friends of t he Coastal Library to 

locate various sites and draft an amended resolutio n to present back before 

the Commissioners by April 1. 

 Ms. Martha Ingle, Budget Officer, presented inform ation relating to the 

advertised public hearing for budget amendment #3. 

 The Commissioners approved an interdepartmental bu dget amendment, 

transferring $15,000.00 from General Fund Contingen cies into Board of County 

Commissioners Professional Services to cover legal fees and approved a 

transfer $896.00 from General Fund Contingencies in to Beach Restoration. This 

item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Ms. Connie Brown, EMS Billing Clerk, appeared befo re the Commissioners 

and explained an EMS proposal for Skilled Nursing F acility Transportation.  

The Commissioners approved the proposal and placed this item on the consent 

agenda. 

 Ms. Yvonne Morrell, resident of the Town of Santa Rosa, thanked the 

Commissioners for their assistance in the past and requested that zoning 

citations be issued on a regular basis in a continu ing effort to clean up the 

area.  Ms. Morrell requested that the Commissioners  approve the installation 

of lighting at Cessna Park to help curb vandalism.  Mr. Ken Little, Code 

Enforcement Officer, also addressed the issue in th e Town of Santa Rosa and 

voiced his concerns as well.  Lengthy discussion fo llowed regarding the 

destructive activities that take place and possible  solutions to the 

problems. 

 The Board approved the installation of lighting at  Cessna Park, 

District 5. This item will be placed on the consent  agenda. 

 Ms. Meg Stevenson, South Walton Community Council,  addressed the 

Commissioners by reiterating Ms. Morrell's comments  and stated that South 

Walton residents feel that the Sheriff's Department  does not provide adequate 

protection. 

 Ms. Kim Fitzgibbons, West Florida Regional Plannin g Council, appeared 
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before the Commissioners regarding property owned b y Mr. John Mallory, which 

is part of the river buy-out program.  Mr. Boswell,  adjoining property owner, 

is requesting to retain ownership of the boat house , which he currently holds 

a lease on. Ms. Fitzgobbons requested that the Coun ty purchase the property 

up to the boat house/dock only.  WFRPC will have th e property surveyed and 

draw up a new legal description allowing Mr. Boswel l to purchase the property 

from Mr. Mallory. 

 The Commissioners agreed to table this issue until  a site visit can be 

conducted. 

 Mr. Malcolm Patterson, Tourist Development Council  (TDC), addressed the 

Commissioners and thanked them for allowing him to serve as Executive 

Director of the TDC for the past 10 years and intro duced Ms. Kriss Titus, the 

newly hired Executive Director of the TDC.  

 Ms. Titus spoke to the Commissioners and stated th at she is happy to be 

in Walton County and is looking forward to working with the Board and 

presenting her new ideas.  Ms. Titus requested appr oval to be placed on the 

TDC's credit card as an authorized purchaser and al so requested to remove Mr. 

Patterson from the card.  The Board approved and pl aced this item on the 

consent agenda. 

 Ms. Titus requested the Commissioners table awardi ng the bid for the 

Inlet Beach access until she has time to review the  quotes with the TDC 

Board.  The Board concurred. 

 Mr. Tom Powell, Director of the Economic Developme nt Council, appeared 

before the Commissioners and advised that Mr. Les L erner has offered to hold 

a meeting at his ostrich farm, which is in Okaloosa  County, or to hold a 

meeting in Walton County followed by a site visit t o his farm, before the 

actual public hearing is scheduled to consider a bo nd agreement for the 

processing plant. The Commissioners requested that Mr. Lerner appear before 

them and present the related information before con ducting a public hearing 

to consider the bond. 

 Mr. Jerry Fountain, Purchasing Agent, stated that there is a 

misunderstanding on bid #98-138, radio system for t he Volunteer Fire 

Departments, and requested that the Commissioners r eject bid #98-138 and 

readvertise. The Board approved to reject the bid a nd readvertise. This item 

was placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to award bid #98-139, Mosquito Control pesticides to 
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Adapco, Incorporated, Sanford, Florida, low bid, in  the amount of $48,000.00.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

    The following bids were also received for bid # 98-139: 
 
 Clarke Mosquito Control, Roselle, Il  $64,600.00 
 Van, Waters & Rogers, Mobile, Al     64,780.00 
 Consolidated Ace, DeFuniak Springs, FL   no-bid  
 
 Mr. Fountain presented the results for bid #98-140 , three  
 
Mosquito Control trucks. 
 
 Orville Beckford Ford, Milton, Florida  $53,841.00  
 Triangle Chevrolet, DFS, Florida         55,850.00  
 Gary Smith Ford, Ft. Walton, Florida     53,985.00  

 

The Board approved to award bid #98-140 to Orville Beckford Ford, low bidder, 

in the amount of $53,841.00.  This item will be pla ced on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain presented the following quotes for a new septic tank and 

drainfield at the County Shop.   
 
 Florida Septic - $3,316.00  
 Windham Septic and Service - $2,189.25  
 Superior Septic - $3,595.00 

 

 The Board approved to award the low quote to Windh am Septic and 

Service, Freeport, Florida, in the amount of $2,189 .25 for the installation 

of a new septic tank and drainfield at the County S hop.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda.  

 Discussion was held regarding the bulk purchase of  rip rap saving the 

County approximately $2.00 per ton.  Discussion fol lowed regarding the 

savings versus the cost to the County to stock pile  and transport to various 

project locations.  The Commissioners agreed that i t would not be beneficial 

to the County to stockpile the rip rap at this time . 

 The Board approved the use of the lowboy to transp ort a District 3 

truck to Dothan, Alabama, for transmission repair.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board authorized Mr. Steve Toepper, Librarian,  to write a grant to 

obtain funding for the construction of a new librar y in Rosemary Beach.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to accept the recommendation of  the Personnel 

Committee and hire Ms. Sarah F. Cooey as Library Cl erk with a beginning 

salary of $6.00 per hour. This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Commissioners authorized Mr. Toepper to write a grant to obtain 
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funding for the frame relay system.  This item will  be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Ms. Taunton appeared before the Commissioners on b ehalf of Mr. Lloyd 

Reddick.  Ms. Taunton advised the Commissioners tha t a property owner on Camp 

Adams Road has placed a fence across the road and l isted numerous reasons 

that the fence should be removed.  The Commissioner s agreed to discuss this 

issue tomorrow as scheduled on the agenda. 

 The Commissioners approved to accept the recommend ation of Mr. Ken 

Little and reappoint Mr. Phillip Spann, Architect; Mr. Tom Stein, 

Subcontractor; and Ms. Jan Moore, alternate, to the  Code Enforcement Board 

for a term of three (3) years.  This item will be p laced on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Keith Howard presented information to the Comm issioners regarding a 

grant for the Scenic Corridor.  This item will be d iscussed further tomorrow. 

 The Board approved the FY-99 State and Local Assis tant Agreement with 

the Department of Community Affairs. This item will  be placed on the  consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved a right-of-entry agreement for Eleonore Hoeter to 

allow District 3 to bury a horse.  This item will b e placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved a right-of-entry agreement for Toni and Allen Moats 

to allow District 1 to prevent further washout at t he end of a culvert that 

crosses under Rock Hill Road.  This item will be pl aced on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented information to the Commissioner s regarding a 

workman's compensation claim on Ray Fannin, former Walton County employee.  

The Commissioners requested that a representative f rom GRIT Insurance be 

present to answer questions relating to the claim. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Ms. Millie Chapma n, Chairperson for 

the United Volunteer Fire Department, requesting th e installation of fire 

hydrants when the water lines are installed to the new hospital site.  

Discussion followed regarding possibly upgrading th e water system in the 

King's Lake area and requesting the City of DeFunia k Springs to pay one-half 

the cost. 

 Mr. Bell presented a proposal from the Department of Transportation, to 

realign CR283, for the Commissioner's review. 
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 The Board approved the job descriptions of both th e Public Works 

Director and the County Engineer.  This item will b e placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved Mr. Ed Miner, County Engineer, as an authorized 

signature on invoices.  This item will be placed on  the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented information for the Commissione r's review regarding 

the construction of a spray irrigation field for wa ste water disposal by 

Regional Utilities.  

 Mr. Bell presented information for review regardin g 16 Assurance 

Relating To Real Property Acquisition forms as prov ided by the local Natural 

Resource Conservation Service. 

 The Commissioners reviewed the agreement between W alton County and the 

Art League for the lease of office space at the Far mer's Market.  Further 

action will be considered later. 

 The Commissioners approved to accept the recommend ation of Mr. Matt 

Douglass, EMS Director, for the Personnel Committee  to interview the 

following applicants:  Barry A. Finley, Melonie D. Howard, Michial G. 

McHenry, Timothy Padgett, Michael Thomas, Kenneth M cKenzie, Angela M. 

Padgett, Judith A. Allison, Larry H. Ivey, and Thom as Thompson, for the six 

fill-time positions as advertised.  Commissioner In finger will sit on the 

Committee interviews in place of Chairman Paul.  Th is item was placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the purchase of a UHF radio fro m E.F. Johnson for 

the EMS station at Rosemary Beach, in the amount of  $549.00, and also 

approved payment to Quadratics Inc., in the amount of $579.05 for 

installation.  This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the recommendation of Mr. Dougl ass to advertise for 

the five full-time positions at EMS and allow the P ersonnel Committee to 

proceed with interviews upon closing and present th eir recommendation to the 

Board of County Commissioners.  This item was place d on the consent agenda. 

 The Commissioners recessed until 1:30 p.m. 

 Chairman Paul called the Special Workshop back to order for discussion 

by the utility companies regarding setbacks on CR30 A. 

 Mr. Lynn Timbrook, Vice-President of Engineering a nd Operations for 

Chelco, appeared before the Commissioners and voice d concerns with safety 

issue regarding power lines, awnings, and various o ther problems, if the 
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setback is changed.  

 Mr. Dewey Wilson, General Manager of Florida Commu nity Services 

Corporation, also voiced concerns with safety and s uggested that a utility 

coordinating committee be appointed to work on a pl an of corrective action. 

Commissioner Butler agreed and further stated that the County needs someone 

to oversee the installation of utilities.  Mr. Wils on stated that he is 

willing to pay a portion of the cost to hire someon e. 

 After lengthy discussion by members of the audienc e the Commissioners 

agreed to appoint a task force committee consisting  of the following 

individuals to discuss the setbacks on CR30A.  Beth  Folta, Lynn Timbrook, 

Rick Hall, Meg Stevenson, Ed Miner, Jack Rhodes, Ke n Hood, Mr. Hugh Marse, 

and other individuals as appointed by the various u tility companies.  This 

item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Committee agreed to meet on January 14, 1999, and report back to 

the Commissioners on January 25, 1999. 

 The Board approved to accept surplus equipment, IB M Wheelwriter III, 

from the Clerk's Office and transfer it to the Buil ding Department.  This 

item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the FY-98 CDBG grant contracts with the Department 

of Community Affairs, and authorized the Chairman t o sign upon review of the 

County Attorney.  This item will be placed on the c onsent agenda. 

 The Board approved payment to Steven Connell, EMS employee, in the 

amount of $535.15 for retroactive pay after being p romoted from EMT to 

Graduate Paramedic effective June 1, 1998.  Also ap proved were two changes in 

titles for Section 8 Housing employees from Housing  Data Clerk to 

Inspector/Data Clerk and Housing Coordinator to Fil e Clerk/Coordinator.  

These items were placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved an alternate request from Sprin t allowing the use of 

a 28' X 28' County right-of-way adjacent to Miramar  Beach Drive in place of 

the previously approved 15' in consideration for $4 ,500.00 to be applied to 

bike paths on Old Highway 98. Funds will be placed into Recreational Impact 

Fee Account. This item was placed on the consent ag enda. 

 The Board approved to accept the recommendation of  the Personnel 

Committee and hire Shane Odom for the position of E quipment Operator I, 

District 2, at a beginning salary of $6.50 per hour .  This item was placed on 

the consent agenda. 
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 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Robert Nelson, In ternet Solutions, who 

offered his services to check all of the Board's co mputers for Y2K compliance 

at no charge. 

 Discussion was held regarding complaints that Mr. Steven Bruce, County 

Surveyor, is behind on work and cannot be contacted  on many occasions. 

 The Board approved to advertise for RFQ's for a Co unty Surveyor.  This 

item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Discussion was held regarding the Commissioner's d ispleasure with 

serving as the Grievance Committee and requested th at Mr. Bell, Attorney 

Miller, and Mrs. Williams, attempt to appoint a new  committee. 

 The Board approved a request from EMS to transfer a desk (BCC #408/149) 

from surplus storage to their office.  This item wa s placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board authorized the Chairman's signature on 1 6 Real Property 

Acquisition contracts provided by the local Natural  Resource Conservation 

Services Offices.  This item was placed on the cons ent agenda. 

 Mr. Miner advised the Commissioners that work will  begin at Eastern 

Lake for the removal of the Bailey Bridge and reque sted authorization to rent 

a truck to assist with hauling. The Board approved for Mr. Fountain to obtain 

the best price and proceed with the rental of a tru ck.  This item was placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 Discussion was held regarding radios for the Stabi lization Crew.  

Commissioner Infinger stated that Brooks Davis has one and Ronnie Hudson's is 

now available for use. 

 The Board agreed to direct Mrs. Lynda Robinson, Hu man Resource Officer, 

to send a letter to each employee of the Stabilizat ion Crew advising them 

that they have been transferred to County Wide. 

 The Board approved to advertise for the position o f Paint Striper 

according to policy.  This item was placed on the c onsent agenda. 

 The Commissioners approved for District 5 to perfo rm maintenance on 

Tang-O-Mar Road as needed, in return for beach acce ss for emergency vehicles.  

This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Vice-Chairman Butler presented a letter from Mr. P atterson, TDC, 

regarding TDC employees being paid for cleaning of the TDC Offices.  Mr. 

Patterson felt that the amount of pay was worth the  services being received 

and also related past experiences with cleaning ser vices not performing for 
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the amount of pay. The Commissioners agreed not to change it. 

 Commissioner Ryan addressed the Board regarding Mr . Armbruster's 

request for a zoning change for the purpose of cons tructing a bike track for 

kids.  Mr. Ryan stated that kids need an outlet and  asked the Board to 

consider the needs of the kids before they become i nvolved in activities that 

are not beneficial to them or society. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter of request from Mr. Ma lcolm Patterson 

regarding his final pay of Annual/Sick Leave and Co mpensatory time.   

 The Board approved to pay Mr. Malcolm Patterson fo r 240 hours of his 

accrued annual and sick leave, according to policy,  and an additional 217.25 

hours of compensatory time totaling $12,706.97.  Th is item was placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 There being no further business, the meting was ad journed at 4:45 p.m. 

 

                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  Joel Paul, Jr., C hairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


