JANUARY 14, 2002 - WORKSHOP

The Board of County Commissioners, Walton CouRtgyida, held a Workshop
with staff from the Department of Environmental féation on Monday, January 14,
2002 at 9:00 a.m. at the Coastal Branch Library.

The following Board members were present: Commissi Tim Pauls,
Commissioner Herman L. Walker, Chairman Lane RewkMr. Michael Underwood,
County Administrator. Commissioner Gene Ryan adilaer in the meeting.

Chairman Rees called the meeting to order intimdustaff members from the
Department of Environmental Protection Agency wherevpresent. In addition, self-
introductions were also made by other individual®m were present.

Commissioner Walker commented on previous diffiesl the county has
encountered with DEP and felt that a better undedshg is needed between both parties.
He also voiced his appreciation for DEP staff nmegtwith the commissioners.

Ms. Mary Jean Yon, Director of District Managemesgioke on the importance of
communication. She stated that there are 16 cemintithis district and Walton County
is now being classified as a county in the midabecket.

Commissioner Walker spoke about his involvemenh MdEP and the county’s
attempt to abide by DEP’s rules while trying toveethe residents of the county. He
asked about various ways to correct problems that.e

Mr. Russ Barry, Public Works Director, spoke abtwt phases of roads, one
phase being those roads that have currently beeedscease and desist orders. He also

stated that better communications are needed.
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Ms. Yon stated that she would like to establisiexhnical Advisory Group
(TAG) to open a line of communications between staff and the county in an attempt
to better the situation. She stated that she alligele rules and also wants her staff to.
She stated that she has spoken with Representoxen who is writing legislation
regarding the rules for dirt roads.

Commissioner Pauls spoke about how rules can bepolated to be unfair. He
showed maps of south Walton depicting large amoohtState and Federally owned
lands. He pointed out that he has not been aldétain a permit for three years and how
delays are very costly. Ms. Yon stated that sheldvdike to look at ways to work
through it and want damages minimized as much ssilple.

Commissioner Walker stated that he held a meetitiy the Florida Association
of Counties and stated there is a need to anahgeules to determine if they are being
used right. The rules should be made clearer iéseary.

Commissioner Walker addressed the lengthy prottessounty went through to
obtain the State owned lands for the Governmendalc&ion Center and the problems
associated with it.

Ms. Yon stated that with the help of the TAG Teame hopes to work through
these problems and to determine a better way tp keen preventing the county from
paving roads. Ms. Celeste Cobena recommendednpglataff from Tallahassee on the
TAG Team as well as from Pensacola for better comaations.

Ms. Yon explained that DEP is headquartered inlahaksee and further

explained the composition of DEP.
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Mr. Jay Odom, resident, explained problems thah&® encountered with DEP
and the slow permitting process. He spoke abofitdifies with the mitigation process,
no direct rules for mitigation and the continuotfers that pass back and forth. He stated
that there is no mechanism for giving mitigatedpemy to DEP. A mechanism needs to
be established for secondary impact.

Mr. Underwood advised that the county is attemgptio create north-south
corridors in south Walton to alleviate some of tradfic congestion, however, they are
not able to because of the delays with DEP. Disonssas held regarding delays with
permitting for other projects in which the coungyawaiting a response from DEP.

Commissioner Ryan arrived.

Commissioner Ryan voiced concerns that the CORIP REP is not always
playing by the same rules. He is concerned witlaydelwhich creates problems for the
county with additional damages to roads that aaglydo be paved. He stated that there
are cost factors involved with the delays Mr. Ryaals that the process needs to be
simplified.

Commissioner Walker stated that it is time to mforevard.

In closing, Ms. Yon stated that communication ikey factor. She feels that
there is a commitment from both the county and it to work together without
compromising the environment or the rules. Sheedtttat she is optimistic that this will
happen with the help of the TAG team.

Commissioner Walker voiced his appreciation forFD&aff meeting with the
county to discuss these issues. Chairman Reesailsed his appreciation for everyone’s

participation.
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Ms. Bonnie McQuiston, Walton County Taxpayer’s é@ation, introduced the
members of their Board and invited everyone to $taya luncheon sponsored by the
Walton County Taxpayer’s Association.

There being no further business, this portionhef meeting was adjourned. The
commissioners requested Ms. Yon to travel througlioe county with them to view

various roads.

APPROVED:

Lane Rees, Chamm

ATTEST:

Martha Ingle, Clerk of Court

Prepared by: D. Cordle 4
January 14, 2002 - Workshop



