
                             WORKSHOP 

                         JANUARY 24, 1994 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular workshop meeting on Monday, January 24, 199 4, at 8:30 A.M., in the 

Commission Boardroom of the Walton County Courthous e. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n Gordon Porter, 

Commissioner Charles C. Harris, Commissioner Johnni e Moore, and Commissioner 

Rosier E. Cuchens, Jr.   The Board's Administrative  Supervisor, Mr. Ronnie E. 

Bell, was also present.  Vice-Chairman Sam Pridgen was absent due to 

sickness. 

 Chairman Porter opened the Workshop for discussion . 

 Tom Powell, Economic Development Council Director,  appeared before the 

Board to report on a possible prospect of a private  correctional institution 

locating in Walton County.  Mr. Powell stated that Landmark Corporation was 

interested in locating a correctional institution i n Walton County near the 

Walton County Correctional Institute but finally ch oose Stark, Florida as the 

site location. 

 Ronnie E. Bell, Administrative Supervisor to the B oard, presented the 

results from Bid 93-125, copier for the Building De partment.  The lowest 

responsible bidder was Copy Products in the amount of $7,452.00.  The Board 

agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell stated that the lowest responsible bidder  for Bid 93-128, a 

diesel powered motor grader with articulated frame,  was Thompson Tractor in 

the amount of $54,108.00.  The Board agreed to plac e this item on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented an agreement between Walton Cou nty and the City of 

Freeport regarding the utility expenses at the Free port Recreation Park.  The 

agreement states that Walton County will contribute  one half toward the 

lighting expenses for the little league park in the  City of Freeport provided 

the expense does not exceed a maximum of $750.00.  The Board agreed to place 

this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that he spoke with Mike  Stanley, City 

Manager of DeFuniak Springs, regarding the assistan ce in paving the parking 

area at the old Tivoli Gym.  Mr. Bell stated that M r. Stanley felt very sure 

that the City Council would approve a contribution of one half the cost of 

the project up to $2,500.00.  Mr. Bell advised the Board that he also spoke 
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with Perry Rutherford, Superintendent of Schools, r egarding a contribution 

and Mr. Rutherford indicated that no funds were ava ilable for the project.  

Ronnie Hudson, Public Works Director, stated that t he cost of the project 

with county labor hauling and compacting the clay b ase is approximately 

$4,595.00.  Mr. Bell indicated that a survey is nee ded as well as a storm 

water permit from the Department of Environmental P rotection. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that Jerry Schnitzius w ith Environmental 

Waste Systems can provide the county with a used Ma ck diesel truck at no cost 

to the county if the Board is interested.  Mr. Bell  stated that the landfill 

could use a truck as a back-up. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that several years ago the Commissioners 

purchased a tranquilizer gun that has been stored a t the Humane Society.  Mr. 

Bell stated that he received a request from the Cit y of DeFuniak Springs to 

utilize the tranquilizer gun.  The Board agreed to confer with Mr. Miller, 

County Attorney. 

 Commissioner Cuchens stated that he needed to spea k with Mr. Miller 

regarding the boat ramp at County Road 395. 

 Commissioner Moore stated that he received a lette r from James King, 

Supervisor of Instruction and Curriculum of the Wal ton County School Board, 

asking for assistance for a school bus turn-around on private property.  

Commissioner Moore stated that the school bus can n ot turn around on the road 

without going on someone's property.  The Board agr eed to allow Commissioner 

Moore to haul clay in the private drive so that the  school bus can turn 

around.  This item will be placed on the consent ag enda. 

 Commissioner Moore further stated that he received  a letter from Wesley 

Wilkerson, Supervisor of Administration and Operati ons of the Walton County 

School Board, requesting three loads of sawdust to be placed on the play 

ground at Maude Saunders Elementary School.  Commis sioner Moore stated that 

he would obtain the necessary right-of-entry agreem ents.  The Board agreed to 

place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Harris stated that he would speak wit h Mr. Miller 

regarding Ann Bray's road. 

 Commissioner Moore informed the Board of his appre ciation with their 

help on Crowder Road located in his district. 

 Chairman Porter stated that he received a request from the Church of 

Christ located across from the Walton Regional Hosp ital for the county to 

stripe the parking lot.  Chairman Porter stated tha t the Church of Christ has 
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agreed to allow their parking lot to be utilized by  the hospital visitors and 

that they would possibly supply the paint if necess ary.  The Board agreed 

that they would like to stripe the parking lot if M r. Miller, County 

Attorney, can foresee no problems. 

 Chairman Porter stated that the problem still pers ists with the car 

crushing business located in Villa Tasso.  Chairman  Porter stated that he 

will direct Mr. Miller to proceed with an injunctio n order against the owner 

of the business. 

 Commissioner Moore stated that there is a junk yar d located in New 

Harmony that is becoming an eyesore.  Shirl William s, Assistant Administrator 

Supervisor to the Board, stated that all junk yards  must come into compliance 

with the comprehensive plan within a year of adopti on, which means the 

business must be surrounded by a fence.  Mr. Bell s tated that he would 

prepare a letter to send to the owner of the busine ss informing him of the 

new requirements. 

 Chairman Porter stated that only one bid was recei ved for the 

installation of a cross drain pipe on Bob Sikes Roa d.  The bidder was 

Panhandle Grading and Paving.  The original bid pri ce was $42,000.00 but 

Chairman Porter stated that they agreed to lower th eir bid to $35,000.00.  

The Board agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Chairman Porter stated that he received a complain t regarding raw 

sewage being dumped at Sconiers Pit.  The Board agr eed to speak with Mr. 

Miller concerning this matter. 

 The Board discussed the National Conference Associ ation of Counties 

meeting in Washington D.C. to be held on March 4 th rough 8, 1994.  

Commissioner Moore stated that he would see if he c an attend the meeting.  

Chairman Porter suggested to allow Robert Fleet, fo rmer County Commissioner, 

to attend the conference if no commissioners could attend. 

 Bill Horn, representing Leon Brown, owner of a pro posed flea market, 

appeared before the Board to request an opinion of the Board regarding the 

proposed project.  Mr. Brown stated that the projec t was denied by the 

Planning Commission due to intensity.  Shirl Willia ms stated that the project 

was denied due to it not being compatible with the area surrounding the 

project.  Mr. Brown submitted a revised "down scale d" plan of the project.  

Mr. Brown stated that the plans do not call for a r egular "flea market" but a 

more sophisticated market.  The building will be en closed on three sides and 

will sit back from the road 300 feet.  The Board ag reed to go and look at the 
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sit this afternoon at 4:30. 

 Mrs. Williams stated that the Planning Commission recommended approval 

for Smith Merchantile, an antique shop located on H oliday Road.  Mrs. 

Williams stated that the Commission recommended app roval for the Old Towne at 

Seagrove Restaurant but not for the proposed mini g olf course.  Mrs. Williams 

stated that the owner of the project is planning to  appeal the decision of 

the Planning Commission to the Board of Adjustments .  Mrs. Williams stated 

that Dana Investments, owner of 124 acres in Tops'l  Hill, requested a 

conceptual review from the Planning Commission but the Commission recommended 

that engineering plans be obtained first.  Mrs. Wil liams stated that she 

received an application from Frederick Leavens who owns property in Tops'l 

Hill for a plan amendment to change the designation  from one unit per five 

acres to Coastal Center. 

 Mrs. Williams advised the Board that Gus Andrews, developer of Gulf 

Place located in Santa Rosa Beach, requested a one year extension on the 

development order.  The Board agreed to place this item on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mike Zeigler of the West Florida Regional Planning  Council appeared 

before the Board to discuss a Transportation Impact  Fee Ordinance.  Mrs. Gay 

Smith with Hamilton Smith and Associates discussed the proposed study. 

 The Board agreed to accept a warranty deed from Dr . William Perminter 

for a clay pit located in District 3.  This item wi ll be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 There being no further business, Chairman Porter a djourned the 

Workshop. 

  

                              APPROVED:____________ _____________ 

                                       Gordon Porte r, Chairman 

 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 

 


