
                                     

 

                                 REGULAR WORKSHOP 

                                 JANUARY 29, 1990 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a 

regularly scheduled workshop session on Monday, Jan uary 29, 1990, at 8:00 

A.M. in the County Commission Boardroom in the Walt on County Courthouse. 

 The following Board Members were present:  Chairma n Sam Pridgen, Vice-

Chairman Donald D. Brown, Commissioner W.F. Miles, Commissioner Wilson 

Holley, and Commissioner Robert G. Fleet. The Count y's Administrative 

Supervisor, Mr. Ronnie E. Bell, was also present. 

 Chairman Pridgen opened the workshop. 

 Mr. Mike Barker, Civil Defense Director, appeared before the Board to 

advise that the Small Business Administration is ma king low-interest loans 

available to those businesses suffering an economic  loss due to the recent 

closing of the Choctawhatchee Bay Bridge.  The loan s will have an interest 

rate of 4%.  The Board thanked Mr. Barker for that information. 

 Mr. Travis Sanders, of Innovative Technology, appe ared before the Board 

to advise of the cost of installing surge arresters  in County offices and 

buildings.  Mr. Sanders stated that Mr. Kermit Geor ge has evaluated Mr. 

Sanders' product and recommends it.  Mr. Sanders fu rther stated that a surge 

protector can increase the life of the data process ing equipment by 50%. Mr. 

Sanders quoted the following prices:  

 Courthouse:  $3588.00 

 Courthouse Annex:  $598.00 

 School Board:  $1196.00 

 North Transmission Tower:  $498.00 

 South Transmission Tower:  $498.00 

 Emergency Operations Center:  $1794.00 



                                     

 

 Walton County Jail:  $6187.00 

Mr. Sanders advised that the current data processin g system could expand 12% 

- 15% without requiring an increase in surge protec tion.  Commissioner Fleet 

stated that he feels that this equipment would be a  worthwhile investment.  

General discussion followed.  Mr. Sanders advised t hat the electrical wiring 

will be checked upon installation of the surge arre sters at no extra charge.  

The Board thanked Mr. Sanders. 

 Mr. Bell advised that Mrs. Latilda Scott, County P lanner, and Mr. Odell 

Lewelling, County Building Inspector, can draw plan s for the renovation of 

the old jail building.  However, they must have som e idea of what is needed.  

Mr. Jack Little, Tax Collector, does not feel that he is knowledgeable enough 

to dictate the use of space, office dividers, etc.  Chairman Pridgen, 

Commissioner Holley, and Commissioner Miles express ed that they feel it would 

be wiser to disassemble the old building and constr uct a new building.  Vice-

Chairman Brown suggested that a decision be postpon ed until the School Board  

offices are moved out of the Courthouse Annex, appr oximately April of 1991.  

Mrs. Catherine King, Clerk of Courts, advised that her offices cannot wait 

that long for expansion.  Chairman Miles stated tha t expansion should not be 

done "piecemeal" and that long-term housing plans f or all County offices 

should be made.  Mrs. King recommended that a commi ttee, similar to the 

Computer Needs Committee, be formed to work closely  with an architect to 

determine a long-range solution to space allocation  for County offices and 

that this should be done in phases. General discuss ion followed.  Vice-

Chairman Brown suggested that a request for proposa ls be made for an 

architect's services to evaluate the entire County office housing situation 

and to make a recommendation to the Board. 

 Mr. Bell stated that a representative from the Dep artment of 



                                     

 

Environmental Regulations will be investigating the  two parcels of land 

adjoining the County Landfill to determine if they will be suitable for 

Landfill expansion in the future. 

 Ms. Angie Henderson, Grants Coordinator, appeared before the Board to 

give a status report of the County's standing in re gards to Community 

Development Block Grants (CDBG). 

 Mr. Ronnie Hudson, Public Works Director, appeared  before the Board to 

advise that the Landfill Supervisor and Assistant S upervisor have recommended 

pay increases for two deserving Landfill employees,  Ms. Tina Peters and Mr. 

Dewey Collinsworth. General discussion followed con cerning the amount of 

manpower needed to operate the County Landfill.  Co mmissioner Miles stated 

that he believes that pay increases should be at th e discretion of the 

Department Heads and Supervisors rather than seekin g the Board's approval for 

each documented pay raise request. Commissioner Fle et agreed. 

 Mr. Hudson reported that Okaloosa County charges $ 10.00 for disposal of 

large white goods in the landfill and $5.00 for sma ll white goods.  Escambia 

and Santa Rosa Counties does not charge for disposa l of white goods but 

charges $18.95 per ton  and $29.00 per ton for garb age disposal respectively.  

Neither Bay County nor Jackson County accepts white  goods at all. 

 Mr. Hudson further advised that the Landfill charg es septic tank trucks 

only $5.00 per truckload to dump in the County Land fill when the company may 

charge $100.00 to $125.00 to pump out a septic tank .  Mr. Hudson stated that 

he feels this inequity should be corrected. 

 Mr. Hudson stated that because Burger King and the  Farmers' Market 

share the same driveway, Burger King agreed to purc hase all the permits and 

perform the work to install the necessary turning l ane, deceleration and 

acceleration lanes if the County would pay half of the cost.  The County's 



                                     

 

half comes to approximately $12,000.00.  The Board advised Mr. Hudson that no 

such agreement had come before the Board for approv al. 

 Mr. Hudson advised that rain is preventing the exp editious paving of 

the Farmers' Market parking lot.  He also advised t hat he does not think it 

is feasible to haul clay from the Landfill to the c onstruction of the road 

into the prison.  The Board directed Mr. Hudson to obtain prices from hauling 

companies to compare the cost of having a hauling c ompany haul clay to the 

road construction to the cost of the County hauling  the clay, both in time 

and monetarily. 

 Vice-Chairman Brown directed Mr. Hudson to get the  schedule and cost of 

DOT training classes for paving crews. 

 Mrs. Latilda Scott, County Planner, appeared befor e the Board to advise 

that she has been contacted by a group of South Wal ton citizens who have 

formed a Citizens Advisory Committee to lend aid to  Mrs. Scott while 

preparing the County's Comprehensive Plan.  There a re 13 members on this 

committee and Mrs. Scott suggested that a subcommit tee be formed which will 

report to her in her office during regular office h ours any recommendations 

or concerns the Committee may have.  Commissioner F leet stated that the Board 

should retain the authority to appoint the Chairman  of such a Citizens 

Advisory Committee and should "recruit" an equivale nt Committee from the 

north end of the County. Commissioner Fleet emphasi zed that this "North vs. 

South" attitude must stop.  The Board agreed with M rs. Scott's recommendation 

regarding a subcommittee of three which will meet w ith her to discuss the 

suggestions of the Committee. 

 Mrs. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Supe rvisor, reviewed 

several items on the agenda for the Regular Session  of January 30, 1990, for 

the Board's information. 



                                     

 

 The Board reviewed other items on the agenda for J anuary 30, 1990. 

 Commissioner Fleet advised that District 5 will pr ovide the labor for 

the construction of a canopy over the South Walton Health Department Annex 

and to install a security light in their parking lo t if the Health Department 

will provide the materials. 

 Each Commissioner agreed to purchase an equal port ion of milled asphalt 

from Bullard Excavating from the 40,000 tons availa ble at $11.00 per ton.  

Each District's portion would come to approximately  $8,800.00. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle, Chief Deputy Clerk, reviewed th e letters to the 

Board to be addressed in the Regular Session of Jan uary 30, 1990. 

 Chairman Pridgen adjourned the workshop. 

 

                                   APPROVED:_______ ____________________ 

                                                 Sa m Pridgen, Chairman 

 

ATTEST:_____________________________ 

           Catherine King, Clerk  


