
                             WORKSHOP 

                         JANUARY 29, 1996 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a 

regular Workshop on Monday, January 29, 1996, at 8: 30 A.M., in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n Gordon Porter, 

Vice-Chairman Sam Pridgen, Commissioner Charles C. Harris, Commissioner 

Johnnie Moore and Commissioner Rosier E. Cuchens, J r.  Ronnie E. Bell, County 

Administrator, was also present. 

 Chairman Porter called the meeting to order. 

 Matt Douglass, Ambulance Service Supervisor, appea red before the Board 

to receive approval of purchasing a Lifepak 10 defi brilator/monitor/pacemaker 

from Physio Control in the amount of $9,144.80 with  grant funds.  The Board 

agreed to waive the bid procedure and allow Mr. Dou glass to purchase the 

equipment.  This item will be placed on the consent  agenda. 

 John Miller and Charlie Day appeared before the Bo ard to discuss Fire 

Board issues such as reducing the insurance rating and receiving more 

training.  Mr. Miller stated that a Fire Grants Coo rdinator is needed to 

coordinate training between the different fire depa rtments and write grants 

to receive funding for such training. 

 Mike Barker, Public Safety Director, appeared befo re the Board to 

request that Todd Eades fill the full-time position  of 911 dispatcher.  Mr. 

Barker stated that he keeps a list of qualified app lications on file in case 

a position becomes vacant and Mr. Eades is qualifie d.  The Board agreed to 

place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Barker referred to a letter from Quadratics re garding a tower 

located on Church Street in Santa Rosa Beach.  The tower owned by Quadratics 

had two county repeaters on the tower, but the towe r was destroyed by Hurricane 

Opal.  No contract was signed between the county an d Quadratics for the space on their tower.  The rep eaters have been 

removed and placed on a borrowed portable tower owned by Wakulla County.  Wakulla Co unty 

needs their portable tower back, so the county's tw o repeaters must be 

relocated again.  Mark Carter has tower space and a n empty building at the 

bottom of the tower located on Bay Drive.  Mr. Cart er will accept $600 rent 

per month for the tower space and the use of the bu ilding for office space.  

Mr. Barker stated that Mr. Carter may be interested  in selling the three 

acres with the tower and building.  The Board agree d to rent the building and 
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tower space for $600 per month and place this item on the consent agenda and 

allow Mr. Barker to obtain an appraisal on the prop erty. 

 Mr. Barker stated that Judi Rutland is scheduled t o appear before the 

Board tomorrow to discuss removing the debris in Ea stern Lake.  Mr. Barker 

stated that this is a good effort on the part of th e community and the Board 

should support the effort. 

 Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Superviso r, advised of a 

petition from the Neighborhood of Caribe to abandon  a portion of property 

located within the Subdivision.  Mrs. Williams stat ed that there was no 

problem with the petition due to the property being  located within a private 

subdivision.  The Board agreed to schedule a Public  Hearing on February 27, 

1996, at 8:35 A.M.  This item will be placed on the  consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Williams advised the Board of applications re ceived for the 

position of Building Inspector. 

 Mrs. Williams advised the Board of the location of  a two story pavilion 

constructed by Grove by the Sea Development located  at the end of Andalusia 

Street being in the way of the driveways of two hom es located at the end of 

the street.  Mrs. Williams stated that someone is s cheduled to appear 

tomorrow to discuss the matter. 

 Mrs. Williams reminded the Board of three Public H earings tonight 

regarding land use changes beginning at 5:30 P.M. 

 Mrs. Williams reminded the Board of the Public Hea ring tomorrow night 

to consider the Scenic 98 Guidelines.  The meeting will be located at 

Sandestin Bayside Conference Room at 5:30 P.M. 

 Mrs. Williams advised the Board that Dr. William P ermenter does want to 

continue to serve on the Board of Adjustments.  Com missioner Porter stated 

that Billy Wilson wants to continue to serve as wel l. 

 Mrs. Williams advised of a request from the Camp C reek Homeowners 

Association that their Architectural Review Board b e notified if a project is 

permitted within the subdivision.  The Board decide d to consult with Attorney 

Miller on the matter. 

 Mrs. Williams stated that Mr. Patty still wants a meeting at the Bay 

Bridge Landing. 

 Bobby Ammons, Assistant Public Works Director, adv ised of a lowboy 

trailer for sell from LEA-Southern Company in the a mount of $24,800 less 

trade-in of $6,900, totalling $17,900. 

 Commissioner Moore discussed constructing an all m etal bridge by 
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purchasing railcars. 

 Commissioner Pridgen stated that the amount approv ed for Bid 95-123, 

awarded to Okaloosa Asphalt for the paving of Lakew ood cut-off road, 

Blackberry Street and Thomas Drive, has exceeded $7 9,024.  The Board agreed 

to approve the difference in cost on Bid 95-123 to $85,064.13.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to accept two right-of-entry agre ements from Kirby 

Rushing for District 1 to do work on his property. 

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Jim Welton and Douglass Smith appeared before the Board to discuss 

locating an American Red Cross facility in Walton C ounty. 

 John Hazelton, member of the Scenic 98 Committee, spoke regarding the 

revised Scenic 98 Guidelines. 

 The Board recessed briefly. 

 The Board agreed to reschedule the meeting to disc uss C and D 

Landfills. 

 Sue Ellen Colin, with the Private Industry Council  (PIC), appeared 

before the Board to discuss the Workfare Program an d the contract with PIC.  

The Board agreed to approve an amendment to the Wor kfare Contract between 

Walton County and HRS.  This amendment will add $8, 930 to the existing 

contract that will be utilized to hire a staff pers on to perform 

administrative duties at the HRS Office in Walton C ounty.  This money would 

be paid to PIC and they in turn would pay that pers on.  This person would not 

be an employee of the County, but a temporary emplo yee of PIC.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve the agreement with he PIC to administer the 

Workfare Program for Walton County, for fiscal year  1995-96.  The contract is 

the same as the one the Board approved for the six month program in April of 

1995.  This item will be placed on the consent agen da. 

 The Board agreed to approve the amendment to the P IC contract in the 

amount of $8,930 to fund a staff person for HRS.  T his item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 Dennis Barns, representing Blue Cross and Blue Shi eld (BCBS), appeared 

before the Board to present a HMO Plan for county e mployees.  The rates for 

single coverage is $159.83 per month and for family  coverage, $402.71 per 

month. 

 Jackie Baker, attorney representing William R. Hou gh, Inc., 
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appeared before the Board to discuss the pledging o f a local option gas tax 

for paving of roads.  

 Don Brown and Lou Holt appeared before the Board t o discuss a proposal 

for Term Life Insurance for county employees. 

 The Board agreed to waive the bid procedure and pu rchase a grader for 

District 2 at the same price that District 1 purcha sed a grader by Bid 95-

126.  The purchase price is $122,111 from Thompson Tractor.  Commissioner 

Pridgen would like to add scarifiers on the grader for an additional $4,110.  

The Board agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Ronnie Bell, County Administrator, advised that  C ommissioner  Porter 

has wood chips in the Portland Pit, located on Egli n property, that have accumulated from the chipping  of debris from 

Hurricane Opal.  He wishes to have the chips remove d and would request to go forward with accepting bi ds from 

individuals or companies interested in purchasing o r removing the chips.  Commissioner Harris stated t hat he would like 

to look at the chips for the purpose of using them on Rock Hill Road. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a request from the Local Emerg ency Planning and Right to Know Committee, that Wal ton 

County adopt a resolution declaring February 25 through March 2 as  Emergency 

Planning and Community Right-to-Know Awareness Week .  The Board agreed to 

adopt the resolution and place this item on the con sent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that the Red Clay Ordin ance needs 

clarification regarding discolored materials placed  South of U.S. 98 and West 

of C.R. 30A. 

 Mr. Bell advised that he received four responses t o the RFP for 

engineering services for the road CDBG Grant.  The four engineers are as 

follows:  Polyengineering, Peterman Engineers & Ass ociates, Preble-Rish, 

Inc., and Genesis Group.  The Board will rank the e ngineers tomorrow at 1:30 

P.M. 

 Mr. Bell presented the recommendation of the Griev ance Committee 

regarding the termination of Hurtis "Buddy" Manning . 

 Mr. Bell opened sealed bids for Bid 96-103: tracto r for District 3. 

 

  Tractor and Equipment Company       NO BID 

          Pensacola Ford Tractor             $25,96 8.63 

          J.D. Swearington                   $25,44 9.00 

          J.D. Swearington                   $23,97 4.00 

          Coastal Machinery Company          $18,98 2.00 

 

 Mr. Bell advised of the program available through the Florida 
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Association of Counties to complete a cost allocati on study of the different 

departments in the County at a cost of $7,000 ($350 0 by the Board and $3500 

by the Small County Technical Assistance Program). 

 Mr. Bell discussed the Red Clay Ordinance.  The Or dinance refers to 

contractors not county work crews.  The Board agree d to speak with the County 

Attorney regarding the wording of the Ordinance tom orrow. 

 Commissioner Cuchens requested permission to atten d an auction in 

Kissimmee on February 7. 

 Commissioner Cuchens requested to hire Angie Willi ams to work full-time 

in the South Walton Building Department. 

 Mike Barker, Public Safety Director, advised that the two Environmental 

Officers are attending Code Enforcement School this  week. 

 Mr. Barker stated that the persons effected by the  FEMA 404 funds will 

receive a letter this week regarding the funds. 

 Kassy Keyes presented an interim report on the Eco system Program. 

 The Board agreed to direct Kassy Keyes as Project Coordinator for the 

Ecosystem Program.  This item will be placed on the  consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to continue to allow Ms. Keyes to  be Walton County's 

lobbyist.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Joseph Elam to combine h is years of service 

with the county.  This item will be placed on the c onsent agenda.  

 Martha Ingle, Chief Deputy Clerk, advised that a r epresentative from 

Able Body Temporary Services will appear tomorrow t o discuss providing 

temporary employment for Walton County. 

 There being no further business, Chairman Porter a djourned the 

Workshop. 

 

                               APPROVED:___________ _____________ 

                                        Gordon Port er, Chairman 

ATTEST:________________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 


