
FEBRUARY 2, 2015 - WORKSHOP 


The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a workshop on 

Monday, February 2,2015, at 4:00 p.m., at the South Walton Courthouse Annex. 

The following Board members were present: Commissioner Bill Imfeld, Chairman; 

Commissioner Sara Comander, Vice-Chairman; Commissioner William "Bill" Chapman; 

Commissioner Cecilia Jones; and Commissioner Cindy Meadows. Mr. Larry Jones, County 

Administrator, and Mr. Mark Davis, County Attorney, were also present. 

Chairman lmfeld called the meeting to order to discuss the Coastal Dune Lake Protection 

Zone Ordinance. He explained that there will be no action taken at this time regarding the 

Ordinance. 

Motion by Commissioner Chapman, second by Commissioner Jones, to approve a three 

(3) minute public comment time frame to allow all those signed up to speak. Ayes 5, Nays O. 

Imfeld Aye, Comander Aye, Chapman Aye, Jones Aye, Meadows Aye. 

Mr. Wayne Dyess, Planning and Development Services Director, explained the two 

proposed changes to the Land Development Code and the Comprehensive Plan as it relates t6 

Coastal Dune Lake Protection Zones. The recommendation of area to disturb was changed from 

25% to 50%, inclusion of a variance process, and no changes to the buffers. 

Chairman Chapman questioned if the 50% in the Land Development Code would be 

pervious or impervious areas. Mr. Dyess stated that it covers all disturbed areas, although each 

land use district does have their impervious surface maximums. 

Commissioner Jones suggested including language for a hearing officer for variance 

considerations in the Ordinance if that option is moved forward in the future. 
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Ms. Catharine Gross, University of West Florida, provided and briefly discussed 

management of Coastal Dune Lakes and studies that have recently been conducted. She 
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suggested delaying the decision until the study can be completed for the development of each 

Coastal Dune Lake area. 

Lengthy discussion ensued regarding "grandfathered status", providing the maximum 

amount of protection to the lakes, each lake should be considered separately, small lot sizes and 

usage, the proposed percentage is extremely restrictive, tributary definitions, determination ofthe 

percentage amount, the effect of the buildings on the lakes themselves, lots of record prior to the 

1993 exemption, pervious and impervious areas, septic tank failure, use of pesticides and 

fertilizers, the effect on the Ad-Valorem tax base, tributary classifications, and the need to 

purchase treatment/preservation areas. 

Commissioner Meadows felt that the language should address the impervious . surface 
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area rather than the clearing area because some lots have already been cleared. She also felt that 

a super majority vote should be accepted rather than a 517 vote in case'there is a lack of Board 

members at the Zoning Board of Adjustment meetings. Mr. Mac Carpenter, Planning and 
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Development Services, explained that four votes are needed. Commissioner Meadows also felt 

that tributaries should be mapped and specified. Mr. Dyess stated that they could publish that 

map in the Comp Plan and LDC. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:33 p.m. 
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