
                             WORKSHOP 

                         FEBRUARY 8, 1999 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, February 8, 1999, at 8: 30 a.m., in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following members were present:  Chairman Joel  Paul, Jr., Vice-

Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Gene Ry an, Commissioner Randall 

Infinger, and Commissioner Herman Walker.  Ronnie E . Bell, Administrative 

Supervisor, and Mr. Dan Bodiford, Clerk of Courts, were also present. 

 Chairman Paul called the meeting to order followed  by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Mrs. Suedelle Wilkerson, Finance Supervisor, prese nted the Expenditure 

Approval List consisting of the following bills for  payment: 
 General Fund  $  78,733.25 
 County Transportation Trust           34,615.71 
 N.W. Mosquito Control                    413.82 
 Library                                2,416.41 
 Recreation Plat Fee                   56,739.00 
 Solid Waste Enterprise               172,292.92 
 Mossy Head VFD                           421.14 
 Darlington VFD                           267.12 
 Red Bay VFD                              107.40 
 Section 8 Housing                         19.90 
 TDC/AmSouth                           136.950.01 

 

 Discussion was held regarding waiving the dumping fee for Williamson 

Supervac, who cleans the Courthouse parking lot.  C ommissioner Walker stated 

that it is mainly dirt which is being dumped.  The board concurred. 

 The Commissioners reviewed an invoice for Mossy He ad Volunteer Fire 

Department for coffee and other soft drinks. Mr. Be ll will contact the fire 

department personnel and the invoice will be deduct ed from the EAL. 

 The Board approved payment to Floridian Constructi on in the amount of 

$35,450.00 for a draw toward work at the Dune Allen  beach access.  This item 

was placed on the consent agenda.   

 The Board approved payment to Professional Turf an d Landscape Services 

in the amount of $1,512.00 for work completed at th e Visitor's Center. This 

item was placed on the consent agenda.  Mrs. Wilker son explained that the 

amount is above the contract amount due to extra se eding for Spring. 

 An invoice was presented for a TDC charge card for  Ms. Julie Root which 

contained special candy and wine.  Ms. Titus explai ned that the purchase of 

candy and wine was specifically for a trade show in  New York and feels the 
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purchase was necessary to bring attention to the be aches of South Walton. 

 Mrs. Wilkerson also informed the Board that a Sout h Walton 

resident/business owner, accompanied Ms. Root to Ne w York and her hotel bill 

and various expenses were placed on the County cred it card while there.  Ms. 

Titus asked the Board to support her in the decisio n making and stated that 

she is looking out for the best interest of Walton County.  Commissioner 

Walker stated that any personal bills should be rem oved. The bill will be 

reviewed by Ms. Titus and Mrs. Wilkerson for any it ems that need to be 

removed. 

 Mr. Bell presented an invoice in the amount of $40 0.00 for the 

appraisal of the Gamble property located in South W alton, a request from the 

Sheriff's Department in the amount of $4,400.00 for  mapping booklets, and 

moving expenses in the amount of $4,000.00 for Ms. Kriss Titus.  Ms. Titus 

requested she be given a form 1099 for the moving e xpenses. 

 The Board approved the payment of bills as present ed on the EAL in 

addition to the above mentioned bills and placed th is item on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Tom Powell, Walton County Economic Development  Council (EDC), 

appeared before the Commissioners and presented the  EDC's accomplishments for 

1998.  Mr. Powell spoke of local business retention , business climate, 

business assistance, marketing, community improveme nt, organizational 

improvements of the EDC, and the economic impact cr eated by the EDC.  

Discussion was held regarding the need to draw larg e manufacturing companies 

to Walton County.   

 Mr. Ken Little, Code Enforcement Officer, appeared  before the 

Commissioners and presented a summary of cases curr ently being worked on 

regarding violations. Mr. Art McLellan also address ed the Board and explained 

the process used to fine violators. 

 Mr. Little stated that he will draft the proposed language regarding 

corrective action for violations. 

 Colonel Chapman, Walton County Sheriff's Departmen t, spoke to the 

Commissioners regarding complaints involving dogs.  Colonel Chapman stated 

that all dog complaints are directed to the Humane Society unless it is a 

vicious dog attack.  Colonel Chapman also stated th at the Sheriff's 

Department has not received any calls relating to t he complaints at Cessna 

Park, District 5 as stated. 



WORKSHOP 

FEBRUARY 8, 1999 

                               3 

 

 The Commissioners recessed briefly. 

 Mr. Jim McFarland, Consultant for Walton County, a ppeared before the 

Commissioners and stated that an environmental asse ssment needs to be 

conducted on the Forestry land in Mossy Head. Mr. M cFarland advised that a  

meeting has been set for April 7, 1999, at 10:00 a. m. in Bristol, Florida, to 

proceed with a land swap.  The Commissioners approv ed to advertise to hold a 

Special Meeting on April 7, 1999, in Bristol, Flori da. This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Jim Thompson, Walton Regional Hospital, appear ed to update the 

Commissioners on the progress of construction at th e new hospital site on 

U.S. Highway 331 South. Mr. Thompson explained that  accommodations are being 

made for future expansion.  

 Ms. Patsy Register, Walton County Humane Society, updated the 

Commissioners on the activities of the humane socie ty.  Ms. Register 

explained that her employees are still patrolling t he county for loose 

animals as well as responding by complaint. 

 Mrs. Latilda Verhine, Planning Director, appeared before the 

Commissioners regarding family day-care homes.  Mrs . Verhine stated that the 

County's requirements regarding home occupations co nflict with Florida 

Statute 166, which designates family day-care as a residential use and 

prohibits fees in excess of $50.00.  Mrs. Verhine s tated that Walton County 

currently charges an application fee of $250.00 for  a home occupation, and 

therefore suggested to recognize family day-care ho mes as a residential use 

and exempt them from the home occupation process. M rs. Verhine recommended 

that the language under home occupations also be mo dified in the Land 

Development Code to exempt family day-care homes. T he Commissioners directed 

Mrs. Verhine to research the correct language for t he Land Development Code.  

 The Board approved to exempt family day-care homes  from the home 

occupation process and develop new language for fam ily day-care homes. This 

item was placed on the consent agenda.   

 Mrs. Verhine questioned the Commissioners regardin g the moratorium on 

C&D Landfills.  The Commissioners agreed to allow t he moratorium to remain 

active pending further review. 

 Dr. Susan Turner, Walton County Health Department,  appeared before the 

Commissioners regarding the burial of large animals .  Dr. Turner stated that 

Florida Statute 386 references the spread of diseas e. The Board recognized 
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the need to bury dead animals to protect the public 's welfare. 

 Mr. Rich Allison, Cheif of Communications for the Walton County Fire 

Board, stated that Requests for Proposals for commu nications between the fire 

departments were sent out and only one was received  back. Mr. Allison stated 

that the Fire Board will be obtaining quotes to add  a third repeater in the 

north portion of the County for better communicatio ns. 

 Mr. Phil Givins, Fire Board Chairperson, discussed  the five county 

Mutual Aid Agreement and training.  Mr. Givins also  voiced concerns that the 

City of DeFuniak Springs is installing water lines and not addressing the 

installation of fire hydrants along those lines and  advised that Walton 

County needs a water management plan. 

 The Commissioners questioned Mr. Givins regarding the purchase of 

drinks by the Mossy Head Volunteer Fire Department.  Mr. Givens explained that 

Power Aid and Gatorade is necessary to prevent dehy dration while fighting a 

fire. The Board directed Mr. Givens to stop the pur chase of coffee and 

approved the use of can drinks, Gatorade, and Power ade for the purpose as 

stated.   

 Ms. Kriss Titus, Executive Director of the Tourist     Development 

Council, appeared before the Commissioners and requ ested approval to purchase 

flag poles to place at various beach accesses. Ms. Titus also requested 

approval to purchase thirty (30) garbage bag holder s in the amount of $53.85 

each from Dana Supply Company. 

 The Board approved the purchase of six (6) safety flag poles in the 

amount of $1,200.00 each and the purchase of garbag e bag holders as stated.  

These items will be placed on the consent agenda. M s. Titus stated that Dana 

Supply Company is the only company who can supply t hese bags as quickly as 

needed. 

 Ms. Titus advised the Commissioners that Ms. Jenni fer Jenkins, TDC 

Marketing Director, has resigned.  Ms. Titus furthe r stated that she will be 

hiring a replacement for the position, however, wou ld like ample time to 

research various possibilities. 

 The Board approved to award the low bid to Gary Sm ith Ford in the 

amount of $18,475.00 for the purchase of a truck fo r TDC. This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Michael Jenkins and Mr. Richard Peterman, appe ared before the 

Commissioners regarding Sugar Drive, District 5.  M r. Ed Miner, County 



WORKSHOP 

FEBRUARY 8, 1999 

                               5 

 

Engineer, spoke to the Commissioners stating that t he problem should be 

addressed within two or three weeks.  Commissioner Butler stated that the 

County will pay $25,000.00 toward the preparation o f the road base.   

 Mr. Dewey Wilson, General Manager of Florida Commu nity Services, 

advised the Commissioners that his company is in th e process of extending the 

pipeline from the Rock Hill area to North of the Ch octawhatchee Bay, costing 

approximately $5 million.  Mr. Wilson requested per mission to pre-sale tap on 

fees with a 25% discount.  The Board approved for F lorida Community Services 

to pre-sale 1200 water/sewer tap on fees with a 25%  discount. This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Wilson presented a handout to each Commissione r regarding the 

master plan for waste water/sewer grant.  

Mr. Wilson stated that he has had several requests by residents of the Inlet 

Beach area for wastewater services and requested ap proval to extend the 

wastewater services to that area and stated that th e developer will assist 

with the cost.   

 Mr. Grady Brown, President of Inlet Beach Water Sy stems Board of 

Directors, addressed the Commissioners on behalf of  the 400 members.  Mr. 

Brown stated that the residents have not been conta cted about the 

installation of sewer lines and feels the installat ion to be cost prohibitive 

to the homeowners, therefore requested the Commissi oners reject any proposal 

for the installation of sewer lines.  Mr. Brown rel ated that the residents 

are in opposition and want the opportunity to own a nd operate their own sewer 

system. 

 Mr. Larry Davis, resident of Inlet Beach, addresse d the Commissioners 

and stated that it is imperative to run sewer lines  to that area. 

 Ms. Priscilla Ethridge, resident of Inlet Beach, a lso spoke in favor of 

the sewer lines and requested the county perform a feasibility study and set 

reasonable connection fees.   

 Mr. Don Schrader requested the Commissioners give the Water Board of 

Inlet Beach an opportunity to pursue their wishes t o install the sewer lines 

and lift station. 

 The Commissioners recessed for lunch. 

 Mr. Jerry Fountain, Purchasing Agent, appeared bef ore the Commissioners 

and presented the results of bid #99-141,copiers fo r both the North and South 

Walton Courthouse Annex.  The following bids were r eceived:  
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 Coastal Business Products, Ft. Walton Beach - No B id 
 Advanced Copies, DeFuniak Spgs, FL          - $22, 954.00 
 

Mr. Bell recommended the finisher and hole punch be  dropped from the bid 

price for one of the copiers reducing the cost to   $20,906.00.  

 The Board approved to award bid #99-141 to Advance d Copy in the amount 

of $20,906.00. This item will be placed on the cons ent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain stated that he will present the resul ts of bid #99-142, 

protective clothing for the volunteer fire departme nts, at a later date. 

 The Board approved to readvertise for quotes for C edar Log Lake Road 

repairs, District 1.  This item will be placed on t he consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to transfer the steel wheel rol ler from District 1 

to County Wide or surplus if the County Wide Depart ment feels the machine 

will not be beneficial to them. This item will be p laced on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain requested approval to obtain quotes f or fuel for District 

1.  Mr. Fountain explained that fuel prices change on a daily basis and 

stated that he would like the option to be able to request quotes each time 

fuel is purchased to obtain the best price for the county.  The Board 

approved to allow Mr. Fountain to obtain quotes and  purchase fuel from the 

lowest quote on an ongoing basis. This item will be  placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved for County surplus tires to be picked up from 

National Tire Brokers and be delivered to the Landf ill for disposal.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for District 5 to purchase mate rials from Alro 

Metals in the amount of $844.09, and allow County S hop employees to construct 

a back blade.  This item will be placed on the cons ent agenda. 

 The Board approved to purchase centipede sod for S andy Creek Bridge 

from Carter's Contracting, Andalusia, Alabama, in t he amount of $4,980.00, 

low quote.  This item will be placed on the consent  agenda.  Mr. Fountain 

explained that he received two quotes, one from Sun coast Sod, Jay, Florida, 

who advised that they were unable to deliver the so d as early as requested. 

 The Board approved the purchase of four guard rail s from Trinity 

Industries in the amount of $190.00 each for Sandy Creek Bridge, and approved 

for county employees to be paid overtime to install  the guard rail.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda.  Commiss ioner Paul expressed his 
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concern with the delay in re-opening the bridge. 

 Mr. Fountain presented the following quotes for tr usses: 
 Freeport Truss, Freeport, Florida           $1,195 .00 
 AAA Truss, DeFuniak Springs, Florida          1,35 2.41 

 

 The Board approved the purchase of trusses from Fr eeport Truss Company 

in the amount of $1,195.00, low quote, for South Wa lton EMS. This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain presented the following quotes for th e survey of Hinote 

Pit, District 4: 
 Doyle Yarbrough, Bonifay  $2,675.00 
 F.B. Tooke, Jr., DeFuniak Spgs      3,500.00 
 Jenkins & Associates, Bonifay  3,950.00 

 

 The Board approved to award the low quote to Doyle  Yarbrough for the 

survey of Hinote Pit, District 4, in the amount of $2,675.00. This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Discussion was held regarding the purchase of a ro ad grader for 

District 4 as previously bid.  Mr. Fountain explain ed that the resale value 

of a Caterpillar is greater than other brands.  The  Board agreed to discuss 

this issue further tomorrow. 

 The Board approved the job description and pay sca le of Safety Officer 

and approved to advertise the vacancy.  This item w ill be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to re-classify Wanda Briscoe, D istrict 4 Secretary, 

as Administrative Assistant, and raise her salary f rom $8.00 to $9.80 per 

hour.  This item will be placed on the consent agen da. 

 The Board approved the job description and pay sca le of Project 

Inspector and approved the Personnel Committee's re commendation to transfer 

Harold Petty, Assistant Road Foreman, District 4, t o that position at $13.10 

per hour. This item will be placed on the consent a genda. 

 The Board approved the recommendation of the Perso nnel Committee to 

hire Aubrey McKee and Robert Cordle as laborers for  the paint striping crew 

effective February 10, 1999.  This item will be pla ced on the consent agenda.   

 The Board approved to allow Raymond Spencer, Distr ict 3 employee, to 

withdraw a maximum of 240 hours from the sick leave  pool.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to hire Barry Finley, Melonie H oward, and Michial 
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McHenry as full-time Paramedics and hire Tim Padget t, Michael Thomas, and 

Angela Padgett as full-time EMT's. This item will b e placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Discussion was held regarding the paving of Philli ps Drive, District 1.  

Mr. Bell explained that the residents are willing t o pay for the cost of 

asphalt in the amount of $20,152.00.  Mr. Bell advi sed that Attorney Miller 

sent a letter to each of the residents who responde d in a positive manner to 

the paving. The Commissioners agreed to discuss thi s item further tomorrow. 

 The Board approved payment to David Holder in the amount of $375.00 for 

serving as Attorney for the Code Enforcement Board.   This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved payment to Julian Webb in the a mount of $1,950.00 

for contract payment for Choctaw Beach FRDAP Grant.   This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved a request from Classic Firework s for Walton County 

to retain their $500.00 deposit to use for future f ire works displays. This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved a request from Debbie Nickles, SHIP Program, to 

waive the bid process to allow contractors to be so licited for repair work 

and adopted the resolution.  This item will be plac ed on the consent agenda. 

 Discussion was held regarding a proposed policy fo r recreation plat 

fees.  A draft policy was submitted and will be rev iewed and presented at a 

later date. 

 The Board approved the purchase of inventory suppl ies from Wilson 

Systems, Inc., Jacksonville, Florida, in the amount  of $630.00.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the natural Resources Conservat ion Agreements and 

authorized Chairman Paul signature on the agreement .  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Information was presented to the Commissioners for  review regarding a 

request for three paid positions at the United Fire  Department.  

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Ms. Vickie Gatlif f requesting that 

directional signs be placed at the Humane Society i n DeFuniak Springs, 

adjacent to U.S. Highway 90.  The  

  Commissioners will review the information. 

 The Commissioners approved a right-of-entry form f or Louise Trammel, 
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District 3, to repair damage cause by Hurricane Geo rge. This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell informed the Commissioners that Mike Stan dley, City Manager of 

DeFuniak Springs, advised that the city is able to provide sewer service to 

the County Shop complex, but Walton County would be  required to obtain a 

D.E.P. permit for a lift station. The Board agreed to direct Mr. Fountain and 

Mr. Miner, County Engineer, to speak with Mr. Stand ley regarding this matter.  

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from the City of DeFun iak Springs regarding 

the paving of Gene Hurley Road, District 4.  This i tem will be discussed 

further during tomorrow's meeting. 

 Mr. Bell presented the appraisal on the Gamble pro perty located on East 

side of U.S. Highway 331 South.  The property appra ised at $460,000.00. The 

Commissioners will discuss setting a date for a pub lic hearing to consider 

the purchase of the property.  No action was taken.  

 Mr. Bell informed the Commissioners that a FACT In surance Seminar will 

be held in Milton on February 18, 1999, if any of t he Commissioners would 

like to attend. 

 The Commissioners approved for Fields Timber Compa ny to purchase trees 

that have been cleared from the right-of-way on Har stvedt Road, District 5, 

in the amount of $60.00 per cord and place the mone y into the District 5's 

road material account. This item will be placed on the agenda. 

 Commissioner Butler advised that Walton County wil l be receiving 

$2,904,000.00 from FEMA funding for the beach renou rishment project.  

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Mr. Matt Douglass , EMS Director, 

regarding the resignation of Dr. Garcia, Medical Di rector.  The Board agreed 

to accept the resignation of Dr. Garcia as Medical Director and advertise for 

RFP's for a new Medical Director.  This item will b e placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Discussion was held regarding the need to draft a grievance procedure 

and replacing the Commissioners as the Grievance Bo ard.  This item will be 

discussed further during tomorrow's regular meeting . 

 The Commissioners approved to draft a letter of su pport on behalf of 

the Chautauqua Festival's grant application.  This item will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell informed the Commissioners that Marie's H itching Post, 

DeFuniak Springs, is available at an asking price o f $250,000.00 and has 
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approximately 5,200 square feet.  The Commissioners  agreed that other county 

buildings may be vacant in the near future and it w ould not be in the best 

interest to purchase too many buildings, therefore,  no action was taken. 

 Ms. Melissa Beasly, Supervisor of Elections, invit ed the Commissioners 

to a preliminary meeting with Global Election Syste ms regarding new voting 

equipment. 

 The Commissioners approved payment of an invoice t o G.E. Capitol in the 

amount of $20,982.10 for payment on a fire truck fo r Tri-Village Fire 

Department.  This item will be placed on the consen t agenda. 

 Mr. Bell reminded the Commissioners of a meeting t omorrow at 1:30 p.m. 

to interview the architectural firm who was selecte d for the construction of 

the South Walton library. 

 The Commissioners approved to accept two (2) surpl us cars from the 

Walton County Sheriff's Department, transfer to the  Board of County 

Commissioners (one to EMS) and approve payment in t he amount of $50.85 for 

the tag and title transfer.  This item will be plac ed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for the County Surveyor to cond uct a survey of Camp 

Adams Road which is to be recorded into public reco rds.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Ryan stated that he would like someon e to begin drafting a 

policy and procedures manual as a result of various  Board action.  He 

suggested contacting other counties for a copy of t heir policies relating to 

procurement and road maintenance programs.  

 Mr. Bodiford stated that he met with various depar tment heads regarding 

the reorganization of the Purchasing Department and  will be presenting 

related information for review in the near future.  He also advised that he 

is working, along with others, on a training manual  in preparation for the 

budget workshops.  

 Mr. Bodiford advised the Commissioners that Mr. Mi ner has approached 

him regarding several paving projects that have bee n billed exactly as bid, 

which, in his opinion, is not very likely to happen .  Mr. Bodiford further 

explained that the State Auditors have been made aw are of the situation and 

Mr. Art McLellan, Investigator, various State Agenc ies, and various 

Commissioners will be assisting in an audit. 

 The Board approved to appoint Commissioner Ryan to  assist Mr. Bodiford, 

Clerk of Courts, with the ongoing audit regarding r oad paving. This item will 



WORKSHOP 

FEBRUARY 8, 1999 

                               11 

 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was a djourned at 4:00 p.m. 

 

                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  Joel Paul, Jr., C hairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


