
                                     

 

                                 REGULAR WORKSHOP 

                                 FEBRUARY 12, 1990 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a 

regularly scheduled workshop on Monday, February 12 , 1990, at 8:00 A.M., in 

the County Commission Boardroom in the Walton Count y Courthouse. 

 The following Board Members were present:  Chairma n Sam Pridgen, 

Commissioner W.F. Miles, Commissioner Wilson Holley , and Commissioner Robert 

G. Fleet.  The County's Administrative Supervisor, Mr. Ronnie E. Bell, was 

also present.  Vice-Chairman Donald D. Brown was ab sent due to a prior 

commitment out of town. 

 Chairman Pridgen called the workshop to order. 

 Commissioner Fleet reviewed the problem on West He witt Road by reading 

a letter written from himself to the Board Attorney , Mr. George R. Miller.  

Commissioner Fleet advised that until the Choctawha tchee Bay Bridge is 

repaired, there is no effective way to widen and re pair West Hewitt Road. 

 Freeport Mayor, Mr. Chuck Helton, appeared before the Board to remind 

the Board of Freeport's water franchise proposal.  Mr. Helton advised that 

the city will be using the water franchise, if appr oved, as the base for 

acquiring future low-interest loans and/or grants t o expand the system.  The 

Board advised Mr. Helton that Mr. Miller is reviewi ng the proposed franchise 

agreement. General discussion followed.  The Board stated that the matter 

will be addressed in the regular session on Februar y 13, 1990. 

 Mr. Bob Croome, of Buck Consulting, appeared befor e the board to advise 

that three proposals regarding the County's life in surance were received and 

three for health insurance were received.  Submitti ng proposals for the life 

insurance were American General, Blue Cross/Blue Sh ield, and Mutual of Omaha. 

It is the recommendation of the consulting firm tha t Mutual of Omaha should 



                                     

 

be the life insurance provider for the County. Heal th insurance proposals 

were submitted by Humana, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, a nd American General.  

Based upon their systematic review,  Buck Consultin g recommends that the 

County contract with Humana Health Care Plans.  Dis cussion followed. Mr. 

Croome stated that he will request that Humana cont ract with Walton Regional 

Hospital in order to allow maximum benefit payments  to the hospital. 

 Mr. Mike Monahan, of Certified Mechanical Contract ors, appeared before 

the Board to review alternatives and possible solut ions to the inefficient 

and "outdated" heating/cooling system in the Courth ouse.  Discussion 

followed.  The Board  

agreed that asbestos removal and repairs to the exi sting unit is the most 

feasible route to follow at this time.  Those repai rs and asbestos removal 

will cost approximately $46,000.00. 

 Mr. Bell advised that Mr. Buddy Thompson, Superint endant of the Walton 

correctional Institute, has stated that the institu te will pay half of the 

remaining cost, up to $10,000.00, to construct the Landfill road.  The Board 

agreed to accept the payment of $10,000.00.   

 Mr. Ronnie Hudson, Public Works Director, has cont acted several testing 

laboratories to ascertain their prices to do all th e testing on the new 

Landfill/prison road.  The best price Mr. Hudson ha s received is from J & M 

Testing for $1,200.00. 

 Mr. Hudson advised that Mr. Larry Bell and Cooey's  Dozier Service are 

interested in Hauling clay into the Landfill/prison  road construction site. 

 The Board agreed to allow  J & M Testing to perfor m the testing on the 

road into the Landfill and prison. 

 Mr. Hudson advised that demucking, clearing, and g rubbing has begun at 

the prison site. 



                                     

 

 Mrs. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Supe rvisor, advised that 

Mr. Bill Bowers has applied for a salvage and recyc ling center permit to 

operate a salvage yard on Caswell Road. 

 Mrs. Williams advised that Mr. Jerry Grimes is cur rently in compliance 

with County regulations. 

 Mr. Dec Currie, Purchasing Agent, advised the Boar d that his office 

will be advertising for bids on a new lift truck fo r the Supervisor of 

Elections office.  After discussion, Mr. Currie adv ised the Board that he 

will look for a good, used lift truck before advert ising for a new one. 

 Commissioner Fleet suggested that the Board requir e that budget 

requests be submitted no later than April 15.  That  deadline will give ample 

time for review, discussion, and/or revisions.  Mrs . Martha Ingle, Chief 

Deputy Clerk, advised that elected officials may no t be able to submit budget 

requests before May 1. 

 Commissioner Holley asked Mr. Currie if the Purcha sing Department makes 

every effort to purchase locally.  Mr. Currie advis ed that he does try to 

purchase locally when at all possible.  Commissione r Holley suggested that 

possible local vendors should be advised when they offer items at a 

substantially higher price than other out-of-town o r out-of-state vendors.  

Mr. Currie stated that it is his understanding that  Shop employees call and 

receive various prices from different vendors befor e requesting that the 

Purchasing Department procure a certain item from a  certain vendor, i.e. 

emergency needs for vehicular maintenance, etc. 

 Mrs. Ingle reviewed the letters to the Board to be  addressed during the 

regular session on February 13, 1990. 

 Chairman Pridgen adjourned the Workshop. 

 



                                     

 

                                    

     APPROVED:___________________________ 

                                  Sam Pridgen, Chai rman 

 

ATTEST:_____________________________ 

          Catherine King, Clerk  


