
                             Workshop 

                         February 13, 1995 

  

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a 

regular Workshop session on Monday, February 13, 19 95, at 8:30 a.m. in the 

Commission Boardroom of the Walton County Courthous e. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n Gordon Porter, 

Vice-Chairman Sam Pridgen, Commissioner Charles C. Harris, Commissioner 

Johnnie Moore, and Commissioner Rosier E. Cuchens, Jr.  Ronnie E. Bell, 

Administrative Supervisor, was also present. 

 Chairman Porter called the meeting to order. 

 Mrs. Debbie Nichols of the West Florida Regional P lanning Council 

appeared before the Board to discuss specifics of t he Home Program contract.  

Mrs. Nichols said the balance of any loan made with  this program is subject 

to repayment by the heirs of the person benefiting from the loan.  That 

requirement could be waived if the heirs make a req uest in writing within 15 

days.  She stressed that the form of this money is loan dollars not grant 

dollars.  The Board recommended that the Home Progr am contract be signed, 

upon approval of County Attorney George Ralph Mille r.  This item was placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Mike Barker, Walton County Public Safety Direc tor, addressed the 

Board about the procedure for renaming roads at the  request of county 

citizens.  Mr. Barker said that name changes for ro ads should be approved 

soon so new maps can be printed.  Mr. Barker also s aid any of these name 

changes should not be changed to people's names.  H e said that when property 

changed owners or someone died the road's name woul d be changed again.  

Anyone requesting a name change would pay for all c osts for new signs, he 

said. 

 Mr. Barker also updated the Board on the progress of the FEMA land 

buyout program.  He said that Walton County would n ot receive any of the $22 

million set aside for the state of Florida. 

 Mr. Barker also told the Board that the State has approached him about 

transferring the emergency management building to t he county.  He said that 

the state has only one office in the building now, the county pays for all 

upkeep on the building, and the building has a decr eased need for a bomb 

shelter.  The Board told Barker to pursue the trans fer. 

 Mr. Ronnie Bell then unsealed bids 95-102 for pavi ng Don Bishop Road.  
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The low bid was accepted from Couch Construction fo r 600 tons of asphalt for 

$25,560.  That item was placed on the consent agend a. 

 Mr. Rusty Floyd, Landfill Supervisor, appeared bef ore the Board to 

request bidding for a baler, Bobcat loader, chipper , a pickup truck and 

expanding the recycling building.  Vice-Chairman Pr idgen stated that the 

county can take care of the building.  Mr. Floyd sa id he had researched and 

found the lowest price for another piece of needed equipment, a Hydroseeder.  

The purchase of the hydroseeder was placed on the c onsent agenda. 

 The resolution concerning the CDBG funds in connec tion with D & H Oil & 

Gas of Mossy Head was placed on the consent agenda.  

 Keith Howard of the Scenic 98 Association appeared  before the Board to 

present an amendment to the Land Development Code f or Miramar Beach Parkway, 

a stretch of land from C-30A to the Okaloosa County  line.  The Parkway's 

enforcement board would review applications for bui ldings to control the 

quality of those buildings.  The members of this en forcement board would be 

selected by the Board and would serve 2-year terms.   Mr. Howard also said 

this enforcement board would not circumvent any cou nty authorities including 

the Board.  The Board said that they send this plan  to County Attorney George 

Ralph Miller and would discuss it at tomorrow's reg ular meeting. 

 The Board decided to close Highland Terrace Park f rom sunset to sunrise 

after recent incidents.  That item was placed on th e consent agenda. 

 The Board then interviewed the following three app licants for the 

Mosquito Control Director:  Thomas Stephens, Tim Sm ith, and Thomas Shores.  

The hiring of Thomas Stephens as the new Mosquito C ontrol Director was placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 The first two applicants for the position of Build ing Inspector were 

interviewed.  The two applicants were Ned Woodard a nd George Larry Matthews. 

 Commissioner Porter told the Board that he needed a new dump truck.  He 

found a good price after thorough research.  The pr ice for the dump truck was 

$68,223.78 from Gulf Coast Truck and Equipment with  6.814% financing through 

Regions Bank.  The board will check with County Att orney George Ralph Miller 

to determine if the normal bidding procedure can be  waived. 

 Mr. Bell then told the Board about a letter receiv ed from DeFuniak 

Springs City Manager Mike Standley asking that the construction and 

demolition fees for small homeowners be waived.  Th e waiver would apply only 

to small loads from homeowners and not any contract ors.  The Board approved 
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the waiver of construction and demolition fees.  Th at item was placed on the 

consent agenda.  

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Clayton Adkinson asking the Board to 

assign the TGM water franchise to the City of Freep ort.  This item was placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 Two more applicants for the position of Building I nspector were 

interviewed.  These applicants were James Carlton R ushing and Billy Wayne 

Bearden. 

 Mr. Bell then presented a letter from the County V eterans Service 

Officers Association requesting a resolution. The r esolution commends Offices 

of Veterans Affairs for its service.  This item was  placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a request from Judge Thomas T. Remington to increase 

the Circuit Court budget by $1,800.  The money will  be used to appoint Jamie 

T. Foreman as a Judicial Law Clerk in the Walton Co unty Courthouse.  This 

request was placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board reviewed a letter alleging a county dump  truck ran the school 

bus's stop sign.  Commissioner Harris said after th orough investigation, he 

determined the dump truck in question was not a cou nty dump truck.  The bus 

driver tried to identify the driver of the dump tru ck but her description of 

the man did not match any county driver. 

 Mr. Bell presented a request from the West Florida  Regional Planning 

Council to declare February 26 - March 4, 1995, as Florida Hazardous 

Materials Awareness Week.  This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell told the Board that a damaged ambulance c ould be declared 

surplus and given to the Florala Ambulance Service.   The Board agreed to 

place on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell said that he received a call from a lady,  who would not give 

her name, complaining about the noise level of Emer ald Coast Motor Sports.   

 Commissioner Cuchens informed the Board of the mee ting he attended in 

Wakulla County concerning the Net Ban Amendment.  H e discussed the 

possibility of joining other counties in a lawsuit against state 

interpretations of the net ban. 

 The Board interviewed two more applicants for the position of Building 

Inspector.  The applicants interviewed were Wayde W ilkerson and Kenneth 

Wilkerson. 
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 Commissioner Porter reminded the Board of budget c oncerns.  He said a 

review of privitizing the jail is a concern.  That will be discussed at 

tomorrow's regular Board Meeting. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle presented the Board with two per sonnel requests.  

Clyde M. Sadler requested sick leave from the Sick Leave Pool to March 13.  

Aaron Taylor requested the Board combine his time w ith previous time earned 

while employed with the County.  Those two items we re placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board placed a bill totaling $9,205 from Sikes  Concrete for 

concrete drainage pipe on Mack Bayou Road on the co nsent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a request from the City of DeFu niak Springs for a 

letter from the Board supporting the Highway Beauti fication Program.  This 

item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board interviewed two more applicants for the position of Building 

Inspector.  The applicants interviewed were James C .H. Robinson and Joseph 

Anderson. 

 Mr. Bell presented a settlement offer from Gulf Co ast Truck and 

Equipment to settle a lawsuit.  The offer was previ ously approved by County 

Attorney George Ralph Miller. This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board narrowed the applicants for the position  of Building 

Inspector to two:  Larry Matthews and Billy Bearden . 

 There being no further business, Chairman Porter a djourned the meeting. 

 

    Approved:______________________ 

                                       Gordon Porte r, Chairman 

 

Attest:_______________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 

 

  


