
                     REGULAR WORKSHOP 

                    February 24, 1992 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in regular 

workshop on February 24, 1992, at 8:00 A.M., in the School Board Meeting Room, 

Walton County Annex. 

 The following Board Members were present:  Chairman Sam Pridgen, Vice-

Chairman Robert Fleet, Commissioner W. F. Miles, Commissioner Wilson Holley, 

and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  Mr. Ronnie Bell, Administrative Supervisor, was 

also present at the meeting. 

 Mrs. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Supervisor, advised the Board 

that the Planning Commission has met and recommends the approval of the Lakewood 

Apartments.  This project is located on Highway 30A east of Eastern Lake. 

 Mr. Ronnie Hudson, Public Works Director, advised the Board that the landfill 

chipper will be rotated to each district on Friday, but the landfill will have top priority 

for use as needed.  

 Commissioner Porter advised the Board that he will be meeting with the 

residents and property owners of Country Manor on March 2, 1992, to discuss paving 

the road. 

 The Board received a letter from the Town of Paxton requesting that the 

interlocal agreement with the Board for enforcement of the Land Development Code 

be renewed for another year. 

 The Board received a letter from Mr. Fred Tooke, Building Contractor, 

requesting that he be grandfathered in as a building contractor and not be required to 

take the test.  Mr. Tooke stated in the letter that he was ill during the time period the 

Board allowed contractors to be grandfathered in without taking the test.  The Board 

referred the letter to the Building Official. 

 Mr. Ronnie Bell presented to the Board a proposed ordinance that would 

provide regulations for solid waste incineration facilities and providing a moratorium 

on the construction or expansion of all solid waste incinerators. 

 Mr. Bell presented the Board with copies of the Request for Proposals to lease 

or sell the landfill to private owners. 

 Mr. Hudson advised the Board that the landfill employees will be busy closing 

the old cell and will be unable to start construction on the new cell for several months.  
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The Board asked Mr. Hudson to get sealed bids on labor with the county furnishing 

the materials. 

 The Board was requested to make the courthouse a nonsmoking building.  

Commissioner Miles opposed that restriction being made. 

 Commissioner Fleet advised the Board that the Port Authority bill is bogged 

down in legislation.  The Board requested Attorney George R. Miller to make 

necessary contacts to see that the bill is passed. 

 Commissioner Fleet advised that two Commissioners need to be appointed to 

the Regional Utility Authority. Action will be taken during regular session. 

 Commissioner Fleet advised the Board that he met with home owners in Mallet 

Bayou.  The home owners are willing to give 50 feet of right-of-way and pay the cost 

for engineering plans and clay to have the road paved.  Commissioner Fleet requested 

that Mr. Miller check the deeds before they are accepted for recording. 

 Commissioner Fleet advised the Board of a right of entry problem in Magnolia 

Beach Subdivision. 

 Commissioner Fleet stated that there is increased support for the Lee County 

Resolution that opposes the changes in the county public health units. 

 Commissioner Fleet advised that he will be leaving for Washington, D. C. 

tomorrow after the Board Meeting.  He will seek to find a unified health program for 

the aging.  Commissioner Fleet further advised that he will contact the proper 

authorities to request 200 acres for the county to place a school, county annex, and 

ballfields.  Commissioner Fleet will be paying for his own meals. 

 Ms. Gloria Brown, Purchasing Agent, advised that she has the price on a 

Veener Chipper for District 3.  The cost is $17,900.00.  The money will be borrowed 

and repaid in three equal payments.  

 Commissioner Holley advised that District 3 has an erosion problem on the 

Juniper Lake Dam.  Commissioner Holley feels that the problem can be corrected by 

dredging and rerouting the creek. 

 The Board discussed district equipment being loaned to the landfill.  The 

Board requested that Mr. Hudson see that the equipment is maintained in good 

condition while on loan.  Mr. Hudson advised the Board that the Bob Cat Loader had 

to have solid rubber tires mounted to prevent flats. 

 Commissioner Miles asked Mr. Hudson if he has received the prices on 

replacement of a bridge in District 1.  Mr. Hudson stated that the prices have not been 
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submitted at this time. 

 Mr. Rick Marcum, Industrial Development Director, appeared before the 

Board to request that he be given a list of questions that the Board might have 

concerning the proposed private prison that will house federal prisoners.  

Commissioner Holley advised Mr. Marcum that most of the Board is opposed to the 

private prison.  Commissioner Miles stated that the state constructed the state prison 

for $10,000,000 and asked why it will take $27,000,000 to construct the private 

prison.  Mr. Marcum stated that the state used inmate labor for the construction.  Mr. 

Marcum stated that the prison would be located on the west side of Boy Scout Road 

between Highway 90 and Interstate 10. 

 There being no further business, Chairman Pridgen adjourned the meeting. 

 

                     APPROVED_________________________ 

                             SAM PRIDGEN, CHAIRMAN 

 

ATTEST:___________________________ 

       CATHERINE KING, CLERK    


