
                              WORKSHOP 

                          FEBRUARY 24, 1997 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, February 24, 1997 at 8: 30 A.M., in the Commission 

Boardroom. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Jo el Paul, Jr., Commissioner 

Randall Infinger, and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  The County's 

Administrative Supervisor, Ronnie Bell, was also pr esent. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Max Kelly, Chairman of the Tri-Village Fire Depart ment, appeared before 

the Board to request approval to purchase three fir e hydrants totaling 

$2,925.75 to be installed on County Line Road.  The  Board agreed to transfer 

$2,925.75 from General Fund contingencies into the Volunteer Fire Department 

budget to allow Tri-Village Fire Department to purc hase three hydrants and 

install on County Line Road.  This item will be pla ced on the consent agenda. 

 Gordon Lawyer appeared before the Board to advise that the petition 

filed to the Department of Environmental Protection  opposing the sprayfield 

near Juniper Lake has been honored and a court date  has been scheduled.  

Chairman Young requested to table discussion on thi s issue until the County 

Attorney can be present.  The Board agreed. 

 Dennis Ray appeared before the Board to request a letter of support 

from the Commissioners supporting the home of forme r Governor Catts 

(Sunbright Manor) to be a historical building.  The  Board agreed to prepare a 

letter of support as requested by Mr. Ray.  This it em will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Malcolm Patterson, Director of the South Walton To urist Development 

Council, presented a letter from Bestway Constructi on Company requesting an 

extension of five days on the Seagrove Beach Access  due to weather conditions 

beyond their control.  The Board agreed to grant th e extension and place this 

item on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Infinger advised that he approved for  an employee to bury 

a dead cow on Ward Road. 

 Ann Marie Karl, representing residents on Gulf Dri ve and Eastern Lake 

Neighborhood Association, appeared before the Board  to discuss the Gulf Drive 
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encroachment issue.  Ms. Karl requested that a deed  to the road be recorded, 

dimensions of the road be determined as a two lane road, and link Gulf Drive 

to the public beach access.  Commissioner Infinger stated that he opposed 

this issue being discussed with the effected proper ty owners not being 

present, namely Mr. Robert Tullis.  The Board agree d to table this issue 

until the County Attorney is present.  Mrs. Shirl W illiams, Assistant 

Administrative Supervisor, stated that she would pr esent the Variance Board's 

decision at tomorrow's regular meeting.  Vice-Chair man Butler advised Ms. 

Karl that he has contacted the consulting engineer to review the drainage 

problem on Pampano Point. 

 Commissioner Porter advised of a problem on Palm S treet with regard to 

a bus turn-around.  Commissioner Porter stated that  the road needs extra dirt 

to accommodate the school bus to turn around. 

 Commissioner Porter advised of a request from seve ral families residing 

off Bob Sikes Road for the county to abandon a port ion of a road not being 

used.  The Board agreed to direct the issue to Shir l Williams to advertise 

for an abandonment. 

 Pauline Wamble, Director of Section 8 Housing, app eared before the 

Board to request approval of the HUD Personnel Poli cies.  Mrs. Wamble stated 

that the employee leave time, holidays, and travel policies in the HUD 

Policies were different that the county's Policies.   The Board agreed to 

table this matter to obtain a legal opinion from At torney Miller. 

 Chairman Young discussed scheduling a Workshop to discuss county job 

descriptions, salary ranges and Personnel Policies.   Chairman Young suggested 

to abolish the Grievance Committee and have the Boa rd of Commissioners hear 

the grievance complaints. 

 Bobby Ammons, Assistant Public Works Director, app eared before the 

Board to discuss the ongoing problem with log truck s destroying county roads.  

The Board agreed to speak with Attorney Miller rega rding this issue. 

 Mr. Ammons advised the Board that obtaining an esc ort for moving county 

heavy equipment has been difficult.  Presently, Dep uties from the Sheriff's 

Department have been escorting the equipment which is inconvenient for the 

county and the Sheriff's Department.  Mr. Ammons su ggested to purchase 

additional bar lights to be placed on two other cou nty vehicles and utilize 

county personnel to escort the equipment.  The Boar d directed Mr. Ammons to 

research the cost of the additional bar lights. 

 Commissioner Infinger advised that he received a l etter from the Post-
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Master regarding the condition of Orange Blossom Ro ad.  The road is not 

county maintained.  Commissioner Infinger decided t o refer this matter to 

Attorney Miller during tomorrow's regular meeting. 

 Commissioner Infinger advised that the Cluster Spr ings clay pit has 

been exhausted. 

 The Board recessed briefly. 

 Marilyn Coe, Director of the Walton-DeFuniak Libra ry, appeared before 

the Board to request a raise for the Library employ ees.  Ms. Coe presented 

comparative figures from the Florida Library Direct ory and Walton County's 

Library employees are significantly low on the pay scale.  The Board agreed 

to advertise for a Public Hearing to consider a bud get amendment to transfer 

approximately $25,600 into the Library budget to fu nd raises for the Library 

employees and to paint the new book mobile.  This i tem will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to schedule a Workshop on March 1 0, 1997 at 1:00 P.M. 

to discuss the County Personnel Policies. 

 The Board agreed to allow District 3 to pay for th e repair of Ms. Anna 

Sexton's windshield damaged by a county vehicle.  T his item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 Chairman Young voiced his opinion that a county pa ving program needs to 

be established.  The Board agreed to schedule a Wor kshop to discuss and 

prioritize roads within the county.  The workshop w ill be held on March 11, 

1997 beginning at 2:00 P.M. 

 Shirl Williams advised the Board of a Workshop sch eduled on March 17, 

1997 beginning at 6:00 P.M. at the Bay Elementary S chool to discuss the Land 

Development Code. 

 Jack Rhodes, Planning Department, appeared before the Board to request 

a moratorium on accepting applications for vending permits from today through 

May 25, 1997.  Mr. Rhodes requested that a workshop  be scheduled to discuss 

roadside vending within the scenic corridors being that the issue is not 

addressed in the Scenic Guidelines.  The Board agre ed to place a moratorium 

on accepting vending applications as requested by t he Planning Department.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mike Barker, Public Safety Director, appeared befo re the Board and 

presented the Emergency 911 call statistics for Jan uary 1997 consisting 1210 

total calls. 

 Mr. Barker advised of the monies available from th e Department of 



February 24, 1997                4 

 

Environmental Protection for waste tire abatement. 

 Mr. Barker stated that his department needs three new 4X4 vehicles.  

Mr. Barker advised of a demo 4X4 King Cab truck at Triangle Chevrolet 

available for $27,300.  The Board agreed to waive t he bid procedure and 

purchase the 4X4 truck with a full trailer towing p ackage from Triangle 

Chevrolet for $27,300.  The funds to purchase the v ehicle will be taken from 

the Emergency Management Trust account.  This item will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Barker also advised that the Public Safety 199 0 Bronco II and the 

1991 Explorer both exceeds 100,000 miles and needs to be replaced.  The Board 

discussed placing a Jeep which was purchased from s urplus into the May 

auction and utilizing the funds from the sell to pu rchase one 4X4 vehicle for 

the Public Safety Department.  The Board discussed placing funds in the 

upcoming 1997-98 budget to purchase an additional 4 X4 vehicle for the Public 

Safety Department. 

 Mr. Barker advised that Melissa Muhlbach has compl eted the Emergency 

Medical Dispatch Training course at her own expense  and wishes to be hired as 

a part-time Emergency 911 dispatcher.  The Board ag reed to employ Ms. 

Muhlbach as an Emergency 911 dispatcher and place t his item on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Barker presented an update on the planting of sea oats and stated 

that it was going well. 

 Mr. Bell opened the sealed bids advertised as Bid 97-100 for a 4X4 

truck to be utilized by the North Walton Mosquito C ontrol Department.  The 

bids were as follows: 
 
  Gary Smith Ford           $17,975.00     1997 F15 0 
  Triangle Chevrolet        $19,586.91     1997 K15 00 
  Orville Beckford Ford     $17,900.00     1997 F15 0 

 

This concludes the bids received for Bid 97-100. 

 Brent Brewbaker, Sales Engineer with Contech Const ruction Products, 

appeared before the Board to present information on  aluminum box culverts. 

 Sue Carter, Walton County Tax Collector, presented  a list of basic 

needs to operate the Tax Collector's Office in the South Walton Courthouse 

Annex.  Mrs. Carter requested that the Board financ e the cost for the 

equipment for the remainder of this fiscal year 199 6-97.  Mrs. Carter stated 

that the cost will be placed in her budget for fisc al year 1997-98. 

 Bill Fountain, Walton County Property Appraiser, p resented a list of 
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basic needs to operate the Property Appraiser's Off ice in the South Walton 

Courthouse Annex as well.  Mr. Fountain is also req uesting that the Board 

finance the cost for equipment for the remainder of  this fiscal year.  Mr. 

Fountain stated that he needs an additional employe e. 

 The Board agreed to allow Mrs. Carter and Mr. Foun tain to order the 

necessary equipment needed to operate their offices  within the South Walton 

Courthouse Annex and present the invoices to the Bo ard for payment.  The 

Board further agreed to fund the additional Propert y Appraiser employee for 

the remainder of the current fiscal year.  This ite m will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to direct Ronnie Bell to advertis e that the current 

facilities at the South Walton Annex located on Hig hway 331 will be relocated 

into the old Rivard Realty Building located on High way 98 on Friday, February 

28, 1997.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Martha Ingle, Chief Deputy Clerk, advised that the  Board must advertise 

for a budget amendment to fund the necessary needs to equip the South Walton 

Annex. 

 Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Superviso r, advised of a 

letter from Collette Edwards stating that there had  been an error in the 

zoning of her property.  Mrs. Edwards stated in her  letter that the property 

located in Seagrove Beach was accidentally divided in half.  Half was 

designated Small Neighborhood and half was designat ed Residential 

Preservation Area.  Mrs. Edwards requested that all  the property be 

designated as Small Neighborhood.  The Board agreed  to prepare a letter 

stating that there had been an error on the Future Landuse Map regarding a 

parcel of land owned by Collette Edwards and design ate the parcel as a Small 

Neighborhood.  This item will be placed on the cons ent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a draft letter for the Board's review regarding 

county vehicle use, lunch periods and authorized in dividuals in county 

vehicles. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Marion County req uesting that the 

Board adopt a resolution requesting that the Legisl ature support a specialty 

license plate promoting adoption of children.  The Board agreed to place this 

item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a copy of the Interlocal Agreem ent between the Board 

and the City of DeFuniak Springs City Council regar ding the City extending 

water, sewer and gas lines to the new hospital site .  The Board agreed to 
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allow the Chairman sign the agreement contingent up on receipt of a letter 

from the City stating that they will not annex the property.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a list of individuals intereste d in serving on a 

committee regarding dogs on the beach. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Marianne Burbach requesting the Board 

support the development of a Sea Grant/Marine Exten sion Agent position for 

Okaloosa and Walton Counties. 

 Mr. Bell presented a request from Rusty Floyd and Earl Robinson to 

attend a Health and Safety Training Seminar for haz ardous waste in Fort 

Walton on March 5, 1997.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised that Mr. Martinez has requested a n abandonment of a 

county easement that adjoins his property in the Cr eek Water Subdivision 

located in South Walton County.  Mrs. Williams will  contact Mr. Martinez and 

advise him of the abandonment proceedures.  

 Mrs. Ingle stated that the payroll software is cap able of printing a 

time sheet which could be utilized by each county d epartment.  The Board 

agreed to review the new time sheet. 

 Chairman Young stated that communication equipment  is needed in the 

District 2 trucks.  Mr. Bell suggested that Chairma n Young advise Mr. Barker 

of the number of radios needed. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was a djourned at 12:40 

P.M. 

                              APPROVED:____________ ______________ 

                                       William A. Y oung, Chairman 

ATTEST:___________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


