
                              WORKSHOP 

                          FEBRUARY 26, 1996 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on February 26, 1996, at 8:30 A.M. , in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n Gordon Porter, 

Vice-Chairman Sam Pridgen, Commissioner Charles C. Harris and Commissioner 

Rosier E. Cuchens, Jr.  The Board's Administrative Supervisor, Ronnie E. 

Bell, was also present.  Commissioner Johnnie Moore  died on February 17, 

1996. 

 Chairman Porter called the meeting to order. 

 Commissioner Cuchens stated that impact fees are b eing utilized to pave 

a portion of Allen Loope Road and he wishes to allo w Panhandle Grading and 

Paving to pave the remainder of the road.  The Boar d agreed to place this 

item on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Cuchens stated that a portion of Ponc e De Leon Road, North 

of Highway 98 leading to Legion Park, is being pave d with impact fees and he 

would like to allow Panhandle Grading and Paving to  finish paving that road 

also.  The Board agreed to place this item on the c onsent agenda. 

 Commissioner Cuchens advised of a wreck which occu rred at the entrance 

of Sandestin and destroyed the traffic lights.  Com missioner Cuchens will 

work on obtaining prices to repair the lights. 

 Commissioner Cuchens stated that he would like to allow Panhandle to 

resurface Loone Lake Road with accel, decel and pas sing lanes at a price of 

$35.10 per ton.  The Board agreed to place this ite m on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Cuchens stated that he would like to utilize the extra 

$200,000 placed in his budget to pave and add accel , decel and passing lanes 

on Stallworth Lake to Highway 98 where the new scho ol is to be located. 

 Don Brown and Lou Holt appeared before the Board t o advise that 

Transgeneral Term Life Insurance Company which the Board approved to cover 

the County employees has backed out.  ReliaStar is being offered instead of 

Transgeneral.  The Board agreed to approve ReliaSta r Term Life Insurance for 

the County employees.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda.  Mr. 

Brown stated that he would like to put together a d ata base on each employee 

and assemble a handbook for the employees. 

 Mary Lou Reed, with the Private Industry Council ( PIC), gave an annual 
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report and update on the Jobs Training Partnership Act Programs (JTPA).  Mrs. 

Reed presented three agreements for approval.  The Board agreed to approve an 

Interlocal agreement between Okaloosa and Walton Co unties with noted changes, 

an agreement between Okaloosa and Walton Counties a nd the local elected 

officials and an agreement between the Private Indu stry Council and Okaloosa 

and Walton Counties.  These items will be placed on  the consent agenda. 

 Ronnie Bell, County Administrator, opened the adve rtised bids as 

follows: 
 
  Choctaw Beach Park 
 
   Anderson Marine Inc.     $97,000.00 
 
  96-104 Excavator for District 1 
 
   Cowin Equipment Company NO BID 
   Beard Equipment Company  $60,931.46 
   Thompson Tractor         $58,912.00 
 
  96-105 four Dump Trucks (2 for District 2) 
        (1 for District 3) 
                                  (1 for District 4 ) 
 
   Prestige Ford           NO BID 
   Coffman International NO BID 
   Dowling Truck & Tractor $62,100.00 each 
   Gulf Coast Truck $ Equip.$73,943.15 each 
   Heintzelmans Truck $68,722.00 each 

 

This concludes the bid opening. 

 Mike Barker, Public Safety Director, and David Sel la, Post Master, 

advised the Board of a problem with two roads with the same name located 

within the same zip code.  Railroad Drive is locate d in Glendale and Railroad 

Avenue is located in Argyle.  Mr. Barker stated tha t changing the suffix of 

the roads will correct the problem. 

 Mr. Barker stated that the five year Strategic Pla n has been approved. 

 Mr. Barker presented a letter from Judi Rutland st ating that the 

Eastern Lake clean-up was a great success. 

 Mr. Barker presented the January 911 statistics co nsisting of 1110 

calls for the month. 

 Mr. Barker presented a beach restoration proposal from the Department 

of Environmental Protection. 

 Mr. Barker stated that Attorney Miller had a probl em with the lease of 

the tower from Mark Carter but he will meet with Mr . Carter to work something 

out. 

 Mr. Barker stated that he will be applying for two  litter grants. 

 Mr. Barker requested that the county declare two o f the Public Safety 
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boats as surplus and trade them in on one boat.  Th e Board agreed to place 

this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Barker suggested that the employee be responsi ble for the cost of 

Emergency Medical Dispatching Training and be reimb ursed if employed for over 

a year. 

 Melinda Watson, President of the Humane Society, p resented the Board 

with a financial update on the Humane Society.  Ms.  Watson requested that the 

Board allow them to use up to $1,000 of their build ing funds to construct a 

pole barn to house their Thrift Shop.  The Board ag reed to authorize Chairman 

Porter to approve the release of the money but not to exceed $1,000. 

 John Huffsteadler, Administrator of Walton Regiona l Hospital, presented 

the quarterly report. 

 The Board recessed for ten minutes. 

 Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Superviso r, advised of three 

amendments to the Choctaw Beach Park grant as follo ws:  delete fishing 

platform, boat ramp and shuffleboard, add beach acc ess points, boardwalk and 

replace boat ramp and a three month extension on th e grant.  The Board agreed 

to approve the amendments and place this item on th e consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Williams advised that Don Blizzard is operati ng a clay pit on High 

Lonesome Road without a permit.  Commissioner Harri s has authorized a stop 

work order. 

 Mr. Bell presented a request from Thomas Stephens,  Mosquito Control 

Director, that his salary be raised $.90 cents, thi s would make his hourly 

wage $11.00 per hour.  He has completed his six mon th probation period, has 

passed the Public Health Pest Control Certification  and passed the Mosquito 

Control Director's exam.  The Board agreed to place  this item on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a request from Highlands County  Commission to adopt 

a resolution in support of State House Bill 257 and  companion bill Senate 

Bill 200. 

 Mr. Bell stated that Mr. Van Butler III contacted him regarding the 

Artificial Reef Grant which he is working on for Wa lton County.  Mr. Butler 

stated that they are having a problem locating a si te that is suitable 

because they do not have the equipment to search th e area.  He was contacted 

by Mr. Bob Murphy and he stated that the Chevron Co rporation has equipment 

that would be capable of locating a suitable site.  Mr. Murphy believes that 

Chevron would provide this service at no cost to th e County and he would be 
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glad to assist in trying to arrange it. 

 Mr. Bell presented a request from Bruce Ward, Coun ty Extension Director 

II, that Tammy Register be promoted to Office Manag er, replacing Sharon 

Spears, and raise her salary to $7.20 per hour.  Th e Board agreed to place 

this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell stated that he received a request from Ge ne Hurley, Road 

Foreman for District 3, asking to purchase twelve l oads of limerock at a 

total price of $4,098.12.  The Board agreed to plac e this item on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board agreed to affirm the purchasing of three  rail cars for a 

bridge on Old Jolley Bay Road over Ramsey Branch.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a draft newsletter layout from Linda Potter, 

Americorp Volunteer. 

 The Board agreed to schedule a date and time to me et with Jody Chaffin 

of Carriage Hills Realty South, Inc. to look at the  three lots she is 

proposing to purchase from the County.  The Board a greed on March 11, 1996 at 

1:30 P.M.  

 Mr. Bell presented a request from Dewey Wilson, Ex ecutive Director of 

Regional Utilities, to purchase 115 acres of proper ty from St. Joe Paper 

Company.  The appraised price is $350,000.  The pur chase price is $345,000.  

The Board agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell reminded the Board that there will be a W orkers Compensation 

Meeting this afternoon at 1:00 for the the County S upervisors.  Jack McCart 

with GRIT will be conducting the presentation.  Mr.  McCart has prepared a 

Drug Free Workplace Policy. 

 Chairman Porter requested permission to prepare th e ground for asphalt 

at the Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church.  This item wi ll be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Williams advised that red clay is being used on the parking lot of 

the Shark Bite Grill, located South of Highway 98.  Commissioner Cuchens 

advised that the red clay must be removed. 

 There being no further business, Chairman Porter a djourned the 

Workshop. 

 

                              APPROVED:____________ _____________ 

                                       Gordon Porte r, Chairman 
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ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 


