
                             WORKSHOP 

                           MARCH 7, 1994 

The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, F lorida, met in a 

regular Workshop session on Monday, March 7, 1994, at 8:30 A.M., in the 

Commission Boardroom of the Walton  County Courthouse. 

The following Board members were present:  Chairman  Gordon Porter, 

Chairman Sam Pridgen, Commissioner Charles C. Harri s, Commissioner 

Johnnie Moore, and Commissioner Rosier E. Cuchens, Jr.  The Board's 

Administrative Supervisor, R onnie E. Bell, was also present. 

Chairman Porter opened the Workshop for discussion.  

Mike Barker, Public Safety Director, advised the Bo ard that Danny 

Burgess, Environmental Officer, resigned his positi on with the County.  Mr. 

Barker stated that Frank Mc Cormick has been working part-time and he would 

like to resume a full -time position in Mr. Burgess' place.  Mr. Barker s tated 

that Mr. McCormick has achieved all the necessary g oals to become a qualified 

Environmental Officer.  The Board agreed to place t his item on the consent 

Gordon Williams, Mosquito Control Director, appeare d before the Board 

to discuss the new annual leave policy for County e mployees.  Mr. Williams 

stated that his employees are not allowed to take a nnual leave during the 

r months and asked if his employees could be exempt ed from the policy.  

The Board agreed to allow Mr. Williams to use his o wn discretion regarding 

allowing his employees to take annual leave during the summer months and 

place this item on the consent agend a. 

The Board agreed to adopt a resolution and send to the Public Service 

Commission regarding the telephone exchange from Wa lton County to Fort Walton 

Beach only costing 20¢ per telephone call.  This it em will be placed on the 

consent agenda.  



The Board discussed the retirees' health insurance.  

The Board reviewed the invoices received without pu rchase orders and 

agreed to place this item on the consent agenda.  

Shirl Williams, Assistant Administ rative Supervisor, advised the Board 

that Walton County received a grant in the amount o f $378,091.00 to build 

nine new homes under the SHIP Program which could n ot be reconstructed.  

Ronnie Hudson, Public Works Director, advised the B oard that the 

mental Waste Systems garbage trucks sometimes have tires mixed in with 

the garbage.  Mr. Hudson stated that a drop box wil l be placed at the 

recycling area for the tires.  In order to calculat e the garbage tonnage from 

the tire tonnage, when the truck is w eighted coming across the scales, the 

cost is $50.00 per ton, for the garbage, and when t he box of tires is full, 

the tires will be weighed at $40.00 per ton; theref ore, costing a total of 

$90.00 per ton for tires.  

Mr. Hudson also stated that the landfill  still needs a new truck.  The 

Commissioners directed Mr. Hudson to check on price s for a new truck and the 

cost of renting one.  

Mrs. Williams advised the Board that Buddy Wilkinso n, County Engineer, 

stated that after reviewing the Blue Pond Subdivisi on, he would need to draw 

up a complete set of plans which would be very expe nsive.  The Board agreed 

that once the roads were brought up to county speci fications, then Vice -

Chairman Prdigen would consider taking them over fo r county maintenance.  The 

reed that Mrs. Wilson needs to approach Holmes Coun ty.  

The Board agreed to increase James Merritt and Joe Slay's salary 25¢ 

per hour.  The Board also agreed to increase John F rank Ward's salary up to 

grader pay when he completes his training.  These i tems  will be placed on the 

consent agenda.  

Chairman Porter stated that he met with Mike Stanle y and other City of 

DeFuniak Springs officials and discussed the garbag e issue.  The City 



53 retired employees, of these 53, fifteen are on t he County 's health 

insurance, Blue Cross and Blue Shield.  The cost is  $155.48 per month for 

single health insurance coverage for all County emp loyees.  The fifteen 

retirees which are presently covered by BCBS are si gning over the checks 

which they receive from the  State Division of Retirement to go toward the 

$155.48 per month premium.  The Board discussed alt ernatives for the 

remaining 38 retirees which are not on the health i nsurance.  

Gay Smith, representing West Florida Regional Plann ing Council, 

e the Board to discuss the Transportation Impact Fe e Study for 

Walton County.  The Board agreed to allow Mrs. Smit h to proceed with the 

There being no further business, Chairman Porter ad journed the 

                              APPROVED:_________________________ 

                                       Gordon Porter, Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________  

Catherine King, Clerk  


