
                             WORKSHOP 

                          MARCH 11, 1996 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, March 11, 1996, at 8:30  A.M., in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n Gordon Porter, 

Vice-Chairman Sam Pridgen, Commissioner Charles C. Harris, Commissioner 

Gerald Wilkerson and Commissioner Rosier E. Cuchens , Jr.  The Board's 

Administrative Supervisor, Ronnie E. Bell, was also  present. 

 Chairman Porter called the meeting to order. 

 Tommy Stephens, Director of the North Walton Mosqu ito Control, appeared 

before the Board to request a $1.00 per hour raise for Richard Stewart due to 

him successfully completing the requirements necess ary for certification as a 

mosquito control sprayman.  The Board agreed to pla ce this item on the 

consent agenda. 

 Suzanne Kolter appeared before the Board to reques t assistance in 

clearing Bell Mar Drive so that emergency vehicles can access her home.  The 

deed to the property shows a fourteen foot easement ;  six feet on one side 

and eight feet on Ms. Kolter's side.  Commissioner Cuchens stated that he 

will speak with Attorney Miller tomorrow to see if the poles can be removed 

from the easement. 

 Ronnie Bell, County Administrator, stated that the  FACT Board has 

called and asked if a member of the County Commissi on would like to serve on 

the FACT Board in Mr. Moore's place.  Commissioner Harris agreed to serve.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a request from Mr. Jim Fay tha t a night light be 

placed at the intersection of Caswell Road and U.S.  331.  Commissioner 

Wilkerson will take the request under advisement. 

 The Board agreed to move the trailer frame of the South Walton Annex to 

the County Shop and place it in the upcoming auctio n to be held on May 11, 

1996 beginning at 9:00 A.M. 

 Bill Fountain, Walton County Property Appraiser, a ppeared before the 

Board to give a storm damage report.  Mr. Fountain stated that the County 

suffered over one hundred million dollars in damage s. 

 Jim Keeler, District 1 Road Foreman, presented pri ces of trucks and 

equipment.  Mr. Keeler presented the highest bids r eceived thus far for the 
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following motor graders:  BCC 790 - $61,900, BCC 79 1 - $61,00, BCC 1185 - 

$85,000, BCC 1898 - $122,500, and no bid yet on Dis trict 4's motor grader.  

Mr. Keeler stated a price on Mack Trucks of $75,000  from Gulf Coast Truck and 

Equipment Company.  The 1994 State contract price f or Ford Trucks are still 

in effect at $61,356.00 from Atlantic Ford Company for 1997 models. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a request that the Board appro ve a change order on 

Driftwood Estates.  This change order would decreas e the overall price of the 

project by $4,719.03 and extend the completion of t he project fourteen days 

due to recent rains.  The Board agreed to place thi s item on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised that the Board has been requested  to designate an 

agency in the County to receive the revenues from t he sale of Florida Arts 

License Plates.  Under Rule 1T-10, the Florida Depa rtment of State requests a 

letter from the highest ranking county administrati ve official within the 

County designating what agency in the County would need to receive the 

revenue.  The Board would then disperse the funds t o an agency such as the 

Chautauqua Festival or the Chautauqua Theater.  The re was seventeen tags sold 

in Walton County last year.  The projected revenue the County would receive 

from the sale of these tags would be $340.00.  The Board agreed to place this 

item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a meeting scheduled for March 15, 1996, at 10:00 

A.M., for all parties concerned to tour the roads t hat were approved to be 

paved under the CDBG Grant recently awarded to the County.  

 Commissioner Wilkerson agreed to serve on the Regi onal Utility 

Authority.  This item will be placed on the consent  agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Alabama Forms and  Systems, Inc. 

requesting permission to put one or two vehicles on  the beaches between March 

29 and April 1, 1996 to photograph a brochure for S outhern Comfort 

Conversions, Inc.  The Board agreed to receive a da te and time certain for 

the demonstration.  This item will be placed on the  consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow employees from District 4 and 5 to tear down 

the old American Legion Building. 

 Albert Milton, President of Milton Insurance Agenc y, representing GRIT, 

appeared before the Board to give a brief update on  the progress of the 

County's Workers Compensation Insurance and the dec rease in claims.  

 Mr. Bell presented the News Sheet on the Truck Pla za that Linda Potter 

drafted.   
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 Roy Petrey from Polyengineering presented the bids  from the Wastewater 

Treatment Facility Access Road.  The low bidder was  Okaloosa Asphalt in the 

amount of $118,516.80.  The Board agreed to award t he bid to the lowest 

bidder.  This item will be placed on the consent ag enda.  Mr. Petrey stated 

that D/H Oil Company must assume responsibility for  construction on Highway 

285 for accel and decel lanes and curb cuts. 

 The Board agreed to allow Commissioner Harris to p urchase a rail car to 

be used for a bridge in District 1.  This item will  be placed on the consent 

agenda.  

 Chairman Porter suggested that all county employee s have their home 

phone numbers listed at the EOC Office. 

 Commissioner Harris suggested to look into prices on a portable welder.  

Bobby Ammons, Assistant Public Works Director, stat ed that Jim Cosson and 

Edward Teal will be working on the bridge in constr uction located in District 

3 a lot in the next few weeks. 

 Mr. Ammons stated that he has received only one pr ice on the wood at 

the Rockhill Pit.  The Board agreed to take it unde r advisement. 

 The Board called a brief recess. 

 Donny Bush with Sprint/Centel appeared before the Board to discuss 

permitting fees.  Mr. Bush presented a bright orang e lid which will be used 

to cover pedestals.  Mr. Bush requested that they b e exempted from a 

permitting fee for continued road maintenance which  exposes telephone cables 

over a period of time.  The Board agreed to place t his item on the consent 

agenda.  Mr. Bush requested to eliminate bury servi ce drops from the 

permitting fee.  The Board agreed to consider the r equest. 

 Wally Bair stated that the Hurricane Committee is going well.  Mr. Bair 

requested that the property which houses the South Walton EMS Station and 

District 5 Office be cleaned-up.  The Board advised  that the property belongs 

to the Fire Department.  Mr. Bair voiced his concer ns with Dr. Ignasiak's 

project in Sea Grove Beach. 

 The Board agreed to allow Commissioner Wilkerson t o purchase the 

material needed to repair a bridge located in Distr ict 3.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Wilkerson stated that the current Roa d Foreman, Gene 

Hurley, has been replaced by Bobby McMillian. 

 The Board agreed to approve the bills from Hot Mix  Transports for the 

following projects due to Hurricane Opal:  Old High way 98 - Seagrove in the 
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amount of $26,250.00, Thomas Drive in the amount of  $17,310.00, debris 

removal in District 5 to Coyote Landfill in the amo unt of $9,531.00, Fort 

Panic Road in the amount of $9,940.09, and Miramar Beach in the amount of 

$940.00.  This item will be placed on the consent a genda. 

 The Board agreed to approve a bill from Tractor Eq uipment Company in 

the amount of $5,880 for repair of the engine in BC C 1179, District 3 

International Dump Truck.  This item will be placed  on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve a bill from Southern P restressed Company 

for prestress concrete in the amount of $13,000 for  repair to Bottle Creek 

Bridge located in District 4.  This item will be pl aced on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board agreed that Kassy Keyes is to receive pe rmission from the 

Board, County Administrator, or Assistant County Ad ministrator to lobby a 

particular item. 

 There being no further business, Chairman Porter a djourned the 

Workshop. 

 

                              APPROVED:____________ _____________ 

                                       Gordon Porte r, Chairman 

ATTEST:________________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 


