
                                     

 

                                 REGULAR WORKSHOP 

                                 MARCH 12, 1990 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a 

regular workshop session on Monday, March 12, 1990,  at 8:00 A.M., in the 

County Commission Boardroom in the Walton County Co urthouse. 

 The following Board Members were present:  Chairma n Sam Pridgen, Vice-

Chairman Donald D. Brown, Commissioner W.F. Miles, Commissioner Wilson 

Holley, and Commissioner Robert G. Fleet. The Count y's Administrative 

Supervisor, Mr. Ronnie E. Bell, was also present. 

 Chairman Pridgen opened the workshop for discussio ns. 

 Mrs. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Supe rvisor, advised that 

the First Baptist Church of Santa Rosa Beach wants to erect two directional 

signs on the County's right-of-way. Commissioner Fl eet stated that it is not 

the County's policy to allow signs to be placed on County right-of-ways. 

 Mrs. Williams further advised that St. Joe Paper C ompany has submitted 

a quit-claim deed to the County for the 4.02 acres donated as satisfaction of 

the 5% Impact Fee for the Gulf Dunes development pr oject.  Mr. George Miller, 

County Attorney, is reviewing the deed. 

 Mrs. Williams stated that the Zoning Adjustment He aring concerning Mr. 

Jerry Grimes' property in South Walton has been sch eduled for March 22, 1990.  

That scheduled date reflects approximately 45 days from the time the dispute 

regarding his zoning classification was brought bef ore the Board of County 

Commissioners.  Mr. Clayton Adkinson, Attorney for Mr. Dana Matthews, 

resident in the area of Mr. Grimes' property, has r equested that the Zoning 

Adjustment Hearing be postponed for an additional 3 0 days as Mr. Adkinson has 

a conflicting court date. Mrs. Williams advised tha t she feels that an 

additional 30-day postponement will be an unreasona ble time delay.  The Board 



                                     

 

agreed that the Hearing should not be postponed. 

 Mr. Bell advised that a resolution has been prepar ed authorizing the 

EMS to apply for a matching grant which will be use d primarily for medical 

equipment and communications. 

 Commissioner Fleet advised that District 5 has mad e an offer for a lot 

beside St. Rita's Catholic Church to be used for Li ttle League fields and an 

adult baseball/softball field.  The offer was made to the realty company 

through which the land is listed and Mr. Raymond Ri chardson has agreed to do 

the survey at no charge.  If the owner of the prope rty accepts the offer, 

District 5 (the County) will lease the land to PARC  (Parks and Recreation 

Council of South Walton) for a nominal fee.  Commis sioner Miles recommended 

that the advertising procedure be started in order to avoid any unnecessary 

delays should the offer for the land be accepted. 

 Commissioner Fleet stated that officials are hopin g to conduct opening 

ceremonies for the repaired Choctawhatchee Bay Brid ge on Thursday, March 15, 

1990. 

 Commissioner Holley asked if the District 3 crew c an aid in paving a 

parking lot/basketball court for the Cluster Spring s church.  The Board 

advised that if it is to be for the public's use th en it is possible.  The 

Board directed Mr. Bell to confer with Mr. Miller o n this matter. 

 Commissioner Holley advised that Bullard Excavatin g has agreed to pave 

the remaining one and a half miles of King Lake Roa d for the original bid 

price of $28.00 per ton.  The Board agreed that tha t price is especially low 

and more bids would not be any lower. 

 Commissioner Holley stated that it has been expres sed to him by 

concerned citizens that they do not want the propos ed Economic Development 

Director to turn out to be "another secretary for t he Chamber of Commerce."  



                                     

 

Discussion followed regarding the position of Econo mic Development Director. 

 Vice-Chairman Brown stated that Buck Consulting ha s offered their 

services to the County on an annual basis should th e County desire to enter 

into an annual consulting contract. 

 Vice-Chairman Brown advised that he has spoken wit h Mr. Mike Coupe', 

representative of Humana Health Care Plans, and Mr.  Coupe' informed Vice-

Chairmen Brown that Humana is "perfectly willing" t o negotiate with Walton 

Regional Hospital to attempt to contract with the l ocal hospital. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle, Chief Deputy Clerk, advised the  Board that the 

County did not recognize a total savings of $124,00 0.00 by changing health 

plans.  A portion of that savings was recognized by  the County's employees. 

 Vice-Chairman Brown stated that the Computer Commi ttee is prepared to 

make its recommendation to the Board and will be re questing, in the regular 

session of March 13, 1990, the authority to negotia te a contract with HTE.  

AT the conclusion of the negotiations, the resultin g contract will be 

submitted to the Board for final approval. 

 Vice-Chairman Brown advised that H.R. Director Sys tems has submitted a 

proposal to revise/improve current Walton County pe rsonnel policies and 

procedures.  He requested that each Commissioner re view the proposal in order 

to discuss it during the March 13 regular session. 

 Vice-Chairman Brown asked Mr. Ronnie Hudson, Publi c Works Director, if 

hay has been placed at the construction site of the  Landfill road to prevent 

drainage into the wetlands.  Mr. Hudson answered th at hay has not been placed 

there yet because of the more pressing need to repa ir the cell at the 

Landfill. 

 The Board agreed to advertise for bids to complete  the paving of the 

Farmers Market with the cost being divided into fif ths and each Commissioner 



                                     

 

Paying for 1/5 of the total cost. 

 Vice-Chairman Brown advised that he would like to see a resolution to 

the situation of Burger King's request for the Coun ty to pay half of the cost 

to construct the median for the joint driveways of Burger King and the 

Farmers Market.  Mr. Hudson advised that he has a l etter from DOT which 

states that DOT would approve the permits only if t he 

acceleration/deceleration lanes were a joint effort  between Burger King and 

the County. 

 Brief discussion followed regarding a bill from Ca mpbell's Cash and 

Carry in DeFuniak signed by Mr. T.C. Campbell for a ssorted building materials 

for the Farmers Market. 

 Commissioner Holley asked if the County can requir e a doctor's second 

opinion from a County employee who is repeatedly ab sent from work due to a 

medical condition.  Mrs. Ingle advised that a secon d opinion may be required 

if the employee was injured while on the job.  Comm issioner Holley advised 

that the particular employee he is referring to was  not injured while on the 

job. 

 The National Guard is requesting the use of the Co unty's crane to load 

a heavy piece of equipment at the Armory.  The Boar d was agreeable to the 

request. 

 Commissioner Fleet recommended that the beach perm it variance request 

be denied. 

 Mr. William Coon, County Shop Foreman, appeared be fore the Board to 

advise that a sealed building with proper ventilati on must be acquired if the 

County is to continue painting vehicles. Discussion  followed.  It was agreed 

that specifications should be prepared and a cost c omparison of renovating an 

existing County building or constructing a new buil ding should be conducted. 



                                     

 

Discussion followed regarding the need for a higher  grade of road-striping 

paint for the County. 

 Vice-Chairman Brown advised that he wants reflecti ve signs for District 

4. 

 Mrs. Ingle reviewed the letters to the Board and o ther items on the 

agenda. 

 Brief discussion followed regarding the garbage dr op boxes throughout 

the County and the negotiations with U.S. Waste Rec overy Systems. 

 Chairman Pridgen adjourned the workshop. 

 

                                   APPROVED:_______ ____________________ 

                                               Sam Pridgen, Chairman 

 

ATTEST:_____________________________ 

          Catherine King, Clerk  


