
 

                                    REGULAR WORKSHOP 

                                    MARCH 26, 1990 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a regular workshop session 

on Monday, March 26, 1990, at 8:00 A.M., in the County Commission Boardroom in the Walton County 

Courthouse. 

 The following Board Members were present:  Chairman Sam Pridgen, Vice-Chairman Donald D. 

Brown, Commissioner W.F. Miles, and Commissioner Robert G. Fleet.  Commissioner Wilson Holley was 

absent due to illness.  The County's Administrative Supervisor, Mr. Ronnie E. Bell, was also present. 

 Chairman Pridgen opened the workshop for discussions. 

 Mrs. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Supervisor, advised the Board that Ms. Joyce 

Matthews has resigned her position on the Planning Commission.  Commissioner Miles advised that Mrs. 

Sue Rushing is willing to fill the vacancy. 

 Mrs. Williams further advised that there is a planner from the Thousand Friends of Florida who has 

offered his assistance with the preparation of the County's Comprehensive Plan.  The planner has already 

advised that the County needs professional assistance which will be expensive.  Discussion followed.  The 

Board directed Mrs. Williams to look further into the matter and report to the Board at a later date. 

 Mrs. Williams stated that the Zoning Adjustment Board has recommended that an approximately 

two-acre tract in the area of Norwood Road and Highway 90 be changed from residential zoning to 

industrial.  The gentleman owning the property had requested that the entire parcel, including the two acres, 

be zoned industrial - which it was prior to 1988.  Commissioner Miles directed Mrs. Williams to find out 

when the current property-owner purchased the property. 

 Mrs. Williams stated that Florida Community Services Corporation (FCSC) requires that all tap fees 

for a development be paid before FCSC will sign the plat. The Board requires that a signature from the 

sewer/water provider be on the plat before the Board will approve the plat.  This places an extreme 

financial burden on the developer.  Mrs. Williams advised that Okaloosa County does not require that the 

sewer/water provider give approval before the County Commissioners approve the plat.  Vice-Chairman 

Brown stated that perhaps something could be changed to make the cost more reasonable but the County 

needs assurance that utility taps are available to the development.  Commissioner Fleet suggested placing 

FCSC under the Public Service Commission.  The Board directed Mrs. Williams to confer with Mr. Dewey 

Wilson, representative of FCSC, to derive any possible alternatives to the matter. 

 Mr. Gordon Williams, Director of North Walton Mosquito Control (NWMC),  appeared before the 

Board to advise that he needs an additional employee beginning in June, 1990, and an additional truck in 

September or October, 1990.  The funds for the additional employee are available in the current NWMC 

budget.  The Board recommended that Mr. Williams accept applications and conduct interviews. 
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 Mr. Bell stated that Governor Bob Martinez will make the decision today whether or not to place 

Walton County on the disaster aid list due to the recent floodings.  Mrs. Martha Ingle, Chief Deputy Clerk, 

advised that Senator Bob Graham has offered his assistance in this matter.  Mr. Bell further advised that he 

has prepared a videotape of the flood damage in Walton County and surrounding areas if any 

Commissioners would like to view it.  Commissioner Miles recommended seeking Senator Graham's 

assistance in applying for federal disaster aid. 

 Mr. Bell advised of two openings in the Janitorial Department of the Courthouse.  At the present 

time, only one of the positions will be advertised.  Chairman Pridgen stated that there is an opening the 

County Shop Department which should be advertised also. 

 Mr. Ronnie Hudson, Public Works Director, advised that C.W. Roberts Construction Company is 

submitting a bill for their first draw on the construction of the prison/Landfill road.  It amounts to 

$38,234.99. 

 Mr. Hudson further advised that Mr. Roy Driever has not come to the Landfill to pick up disposed 

tires, as contracted to do, in three months.  Mr. Hudson stated that after checking into other companies, 

Rubber Reducers from Jacksonville, Florida, appears to "be the best deal."  The company will shred the 

tires for $50.00 per ton.  Mr. Hudson further stated that DER has approved the tire shreddings as a cover for 

the Landfill.  Mr. Hudson stated that he will have a contract between the County and Rubber Reducers 

prepared.  Vice-Chairman Brown recommended that Mr. Hudson investigate the cost of purchasing a 

shredder for the County to do its own shredding. 

 Mr. Bell stated that there is a possibility of an extension on the Recycling Center Grant which will 

expire on March 30, 1990. 

 Mr. Hudson advised the Board that the Landfill Department has greatly reduced their cost for tire 

repairs since purchasing tubeless tires and a tire repair kit. 

 Commissioner Miles asked Mr. Bell to bring a list of the members of the Farmer's Market 

Committee to the regular Board Meeting of March 27, 1990. 

 Discussion followed regarding the paving of the Farmer's Market. 

 Vice-Chairman Brown advised that contract negotiations with HTE are progressing.  Vice-

Chairman Brown further advised that members of the Board may soon receive a letter from a disgruntled, 

disqualified computer vendor.  Vice-Chairman Brown stated that the vendor's proposal was reviewed 

thoroughly and was then disqualified by a unanimous vote of the Computer Committee.  Mr. Bill Mixon, 

member of the Committee, stated that he has serious misgivings regarding the contract as submitted by 

HTE.  Vice-Chairman Brown advised of the Computer Committee's meeting today. 

 Discussion followed regarding the bill from Burger King for half the cost of the work in the 

HIghway 331 median.  The cost to the County is approximately $12,395.00. 
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 Chairman Pridgen advised that the DOT hearing concerning Highway 2 has been postponed. 

 Commissioner Miles recommended that the County contribute in some way to the operation of the 

command posts set up in conjunction with recent flooding. 

 The Mossy Head Volunteer Fire Department is applying for a radio frequency.  They need a letter 

from the Board confirming that they are a volunteer fire department which serves the citizens of Walton 

County.  The Board agreed to supply the letter. 

 Mrs. Shirl Williams advised that someone is looking at the 4.02 acres donated for public use by St. 

Joe Paper Company to determine exactly how much of the land is usable for public purposes. 

 Mrs. Ingle advised of a renewal agreement between the County and the railroad company regarding 

the maintenance of Boy Scout Road. 

 Chairman Pridgen adjourned the workshop. 

 

                                    APPROVED:___________________________ 

                                                Sam Pridgen, Chairman 

 

ATTEST:_____________________________ 

          Catherine King, Clerk  


