
                             WORKSHOP 

                          MARCH 28, 1994 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a 

regular Workshop session on Monday, March 28, 1994 at 8:30 A.M., in the 

Commission Boardroom of the Walton County Courthous e. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n Gordon Porter, 

Vice-Chairman Sam Pridgen, Commissioner Charles C. Harris, Commissioner 

Johnnie Moore, and Commissioner Rosier E. Cuchens, Jr.  The Board's 

Administrative Supervisor, Mr. Ronnie E. Bell, was also present. 

 Chairman Porter opened the Workshop for discussion . 

 Judge Thomas Remington appeared before the Board t o request that a 

member of the commission meet with the elected offi cials of the Courthouse to 

discuss possible expansion plans for the courthouse .  Mr. Bell stated that he 

would schedule the meeting.  The Board felt that Ch arles McMillian, 

Courthouse Maintenance Supervisor, should sit on th e committee as well. 

 Mike Barker, Public Safety Director, stated that i n the month of 

February, 1994, a total of 288 emergency 911 calls came through the office.  

Mr. Barker stated that grants are available for the  following projects in the 

amounts listed below: 

 

  C9366 (EMS Grant)             $ 10,401.80 

  M3385 (EMS Grant)               32,850.00 

  M3356 (EMS Grant)               30,000.00 

  Small County Grant              50,000.00 

  Waste Tire Grant                20,795.00 

  Recycling & Education          102,219.00 

  Litter Grant                     5,000.00 

  EMA Grant                       24,636.00 

  State Agreement                 70,424.00 

  Boat Ramp                        6,713.09 

  TOTAL Grant Monies Available   353,038.89 

 

 Mr. Barker requested a 25¢ salary increase for the  following employees:  

Stephanie Jones, Kent Bass, Bill Bishop, Paul Haigh , Rick Grippo, Wayne 

Brown, Robert Daniel, and Judy Campbell.  The Board  agreed to place this item 

on the consent agenda. 
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 Odell Lewelling, Building Official, appeared befor e the Board to 

request a salary increase for Kenneth Wilkerson and  Jessie "Dick" Kennedy in 

the amount of 70¢ each.  Mr. Lewelling stated that Mr. Wilkerson has 

completed the Fire Safety Inspector Training Course  for the State of Florida 

and is now certified.  The Board agreed to place th e above mentioned raises 

on the consent agenda. 

 Gordon Williams, Mosquito Control Director, appear ed before the Board 

to request that Brenda Hunt become permanent Mosqui to Control Assistant 

Director.  The Board agreed to place this item on t he consent agenda.  Mr. 

Williams stated that the reason he purchased a tele vision and VCR was to play 

educational films to his employees.  Mr. Williams s tated that the tapes are 

free and this would save the county a considerable amount of money in 

traveling expenses.  Mr. Williams advised the Board  that the tire pick-up 

project is going very well. 

 Latilda Hughes, County Planner, advised the Board that New/Clark 

Seagrove Joint Venture, Richard E. Jesmonth, attorn ey for the applicant, has 

filed an application for a small scale plan amendme nt from coastal center to 

town center and requested a public hearing date.  T he date has been set for 

April 26, 1994 at 5:30 P.M. in the Commission Board room. 

 Reverend James Williams from the Flowersview Commu nity appeared before 

the Board to request additional work on the Flowers view Community Center.  

The Board advised Reverend Williams that they would  do as much as they could 

to the building. 

 Jeff Brown, Hydrogeoligist, appeared before the Bo ard to give an up-

date on the contamination assessment at the landfil l.  Mr. Brown stated that 

the ground work is almost completed, but there are several steps that follow, 

such as the clean up. 

 Tom Powell, Economic Development Council Director,  appeared before the 

Board to give an up-date on the projects of the Eco nomic Development Council. 

 Ronnie E. Bell, Administrative Supervisor to the B oard, stated that 

Ronnie Hudson, Public Works Director, has not yet r eceived specific prices 

for a roll-off truck for the landfill.  

 Mr. Bell stated that a letter has been mailed to a ll the county 

retirees explaining the action the Board took regar ding the retirees 

insurance. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board of a letter from Charle s Bates, District 

Administrator for the Department of Health and Reha bilitative Services, 
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regarding Dr. Edgar Meyers' retirement.  Mr. Bates stated in his letter that 

Dr. Norman Evans, staff physician at the health uni t, has agreed to serve and 

has been appointed as Acting Public Health Unit Dir ector during the 

advertising, interviewing, and hiring process.  The  Board agreed to appoint 

Ronnie Bell to assist in the interviewing and selec tion process. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter received from Gary M. Thomas, 

Superintendent of Walton Correction Institution.  M r. Thomas requested that 

two of the vehicles from the Sheriff's Department w hich are to be declared 

surplus property be transferred to Walton Correctio nal Institution for the 

purpose of transferring inmates.   

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Linda Yell, Vice-  President of 

Healthmark of Walton, Inc., requesting permission t o use a discarded, 

antiquated telemetry and cardiac monitoring system as parts for a similar 

system at Gadsden Memorial Hospital in Quincy, Flor ida.  Ms. Yell further 

stated in her letter that the telemetry machine was  removed from patient 

service at Walton Regional Hospital on July 20, 199 3 and Healthmark replaced 

the equipment with a new system at an expense of $1 34,993.67.  The antiquated 

system in question was inadequate for patient use a nd had no trade-in value.   

 The Board recessed for five minutes. 

 Cliff Eldrich, resident of District 5, appeared be fore the Board to 

discuss County Ordinance 93-10, regarding animal co ntrol and rabies 

vaccination. 

 Joel Paul, Choctawhatchee Electric Cooperative's J ob Training and 

Safety Specialist, conducted a safety demonstration  and presented a safety 

video tape for viewing.  Mr. Paul stated that he wo uld be delighted to assist 

the county in beginning a safety program and meet w ith each road foreman and 

county personnel. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board of a petition for an Id le Speed No-Wake Zone 

in a canal on the Happy Hollow Subdivision. 

 Mr. Hilton Galloway, of Marsh, Carr, Galloway, Lol ley and Averett 

Auditing Firm, presented the Board with the Compreh ensive Annual financial 

report for fiscal year ending September 1993 and br iefly discussed the 

findings.  Mr. Galloway stated that the only defici ency noted was regarding 

engineering services.  The Board discussed hiring a  full-time engineer for 

the county. 

 Commissioner Harris recommended that James "Bud" L indsey receive a 25¢ 

per hour raise.  The Board agreed to place this ite m on the consent agenda. 
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 The Board agreed to waive the bid procedure and pu rchase a dump truck 

in the amount of $31,637.00 from Orville Beckford F ord for District 1.  

Commissioner Harris stated that this price was belo w the state contract 

price.  The Board agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Harris stated that he wishes to grade  the road leading to 

Anastasia Knight's home on an emergency basis.  The  Board agreed to place 

this item on the consent agenda. 

 Chairman Porter advised the Board that Charlotte M atthews, employee in 

the purchasing department, requested to be transfer red to full-time and 

receive full benefits.  Chairman Porter suggested t o review the possibility 

of granting Mrs. Matthews a raise as well. 

 The Board agreed to waive the bid procedure and al low John Saunder's 

Company to begin prestress work on a bridge located  on Hinote Road.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow John Saunders' Company t o complete the 

project on the Teelinville Dam located in District 4.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to place budget transfers 4 and 5  on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board agreed to adopt a resolution amending th e total budget of 

fiscal year 1992-93 to account for unanticipated ex penditures.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Chairman Porter voiced his concern with CSX Railro ad blocking both 

crossings in MossyHead for over fifteen minutes at a time.  Chairman Porter 

further stated that light need to be installed on W oodyard Road. 

 Mike Barker, Public Safety Director, advised the B oard that the EOC 

Building desperately needs a new telephone system.  Mr. Barker stated that a 

phone system can be lease/purchased from Centel wit h two yearly installments 

of $4,629.15 each.  Mr. Barker further stated that this cost will be 

reimbursed 100% by the State of Florida.  The Board  agreed to purchase the 

telephone system from Centel and place this item on  the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve the purchase of culver ts from Gulf Atlantic 

Culvert to be installed on Bob Sikes Road.  This it em will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 There being no further business, Chairman Porter a djourned the 

Workshop.  
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                              APPROVED:____________ _____________ 

                                       Gordon Porte r, Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 

 

  

  


