
                     REGULAR WORKSHOP 

                      MARCH 30, 1992 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida met 

in a regular Workshop session on Monday, March 30, 1992 at 8:00 A.M., 

in the Walton County School Board Meeting Room of t he Courthouse 

Annex. 

 The following Board Members were present:  Chairma n Sam 

Pridgen, Vice-Chairman Robert G. Fleet, Commissione r W. F. Miles, 

Commissioner Gordon Porter, and Commissioner Wilson  Holley.  The 

Board's Administrative Supervisor, Mr. Ronnie E. Be ll, and the 

County's Attorney, Mr. George R. Miller, were also present. 

 Chairman Pridgen opened the Workshop for discussio ns. 

 Mr. John Chisna presented the Board with a report of the 

financial status of the County Hospital.  Mr. Chisn a informed the 

Board that two payments have been made.  Mr. Chisna  further advised 

of several renovations to the hospital.  Mr. Joel M ontgomery, Acting 

Hospital Administrator, introduced himself to the B oard and gave a 

brief background history of himself. 

 Mr. Clayton Adkinson, Attorney, advised the Board that the 

water system for the City of Freeport's water and s ewer franchise was 

not in compliance with the Department of Community Affairs (DCA).  

Mr. Adkinson requested the Board amend the agreemen t to forbid 

further hook-ups to new constructions until the wat er system is 

approved by DCA.  Attorney Miller agreed to work wi th Mr. Adkinson to 

advertise for a Public Hearing. 

 Mr. Dan Jensen, representing Warner Cable, present ed the Board 

with a map indicating the areas served with cable.  Attorney Miller 

asked if an educational channel was provided to the  franchised area.  

Mr. Jensen stated that the Freeport High School was  provided an 

education channel.  Attorney Miller suggested that the Board require 

an educational channel (PBS) to be mandatorly provi ded to the 

servicing areas.  Mr. Jensen requested the Board in voke the provision 

in the contract to allow Warner Cable to merge with  Cox Cable to 

allow Cox to take over the day-to-day management of  Time, Warner, Cox 

(TWC).  Mr. Jensen further stated that he was not w illing to change 

the original contract agreement. 
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 The Board asked Mr. Jensen why homes within the fr anchised area 

were not being serviced.  Mr. Jensen replied statin g that homes in 

the country were very expensive to service. 

 Commissioner Holley stated that the areas should b e removed if 

they were not going to be serviced. 

 The Board stated that if Mr. Jensen commits to pro vide an 

educational channel (PBS) to the subscribers then t hey would approve 

his request.  Mr. Jensen agreed to prepare a letter  agreeing to the 

Board's terms. 

 Mrs. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Supe rvisor, 

advised the Board of the Planning Board's recommend ations to be 

presented in tomorrow's Regular Meeting. 

 The Board discussed storm-water runoff and drainag e problems 

within the county. 

 Mr. Bell read a letter from Mr. Clayton Adkinson, Chairman of 

the the Board which was created to review the matte r of locating a 

privately owned federal prison in Walton County, st ating the Board's 

recommendation not to pursue the project. 

 The Board recessed for the bid opening of Bid numb ers 92-112, 

113, and 114. 

 Chairman Pridgen reconvened the Workshop. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a letter received from Mr. Son ny Thorne, 

Chief of the Red Bay Volunteer Fire Department, req uesting a new 

tanker truck which was offered by the Division of F orestry. 

 Mr. Bell also presented a proposal from Mr. Leroy Day of Dayco 

to the Board for review. 

 Mr. Bell further advised that Environmental Waste Systems is 

requesting their contract agreement be extended.  M r. Jerry 

Schnitzius presented a $50,000.00 contract bond and  proof of 

liability insurance worth $5,000.00 to be attached to the agreement.  

Attorney Miller advised that the contract would hav e to be 

advertised. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that the EMS station lo cated in 

Freeport was being destroyed by termites and they w ould have to 

relocate. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a letter from Mr. Mike Barker,  Civil 

Defense Director, requesting vehicle allowance to b e paid from 
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Emergency 911 funds. 

 Commissioner Holley stated that Mr. Barker has got ten in 

another situation with placing a computer in with t he City of 

DeFuniak Springs, but now he wants it to be placed in the Civil 

Defense Office. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that the Florida Health  Access for 

Affordable Health Care for Small Businesses is avai lable for the 

small businesses in Walton County who cannot afford  health care for 

their employees. 

 Vice-Chairman Fleet advised that he has two roads north of the 

bay which need to be widened:  Mallet Bayou and La Grange Road.  

These two roads have been deeded to the County. 

 Vice-Chairman Fleet further advised of several cal ls which he 

has received regarding concessions on County owned beaches.  Vice-

Chairman Fleet suggested the Board move to forbid c oncessions being 

placed on County owned property in tomorrow's Regul ar Meeting. 

 Commissioner Holley stated that he had several roa ds in his 

district which need to be resurfaced. 

 Chairman Pridgen adjourned the Workshop. 

 

                            APPROVED:______________ _______ 

                                     Sam Pridgen, C hairman 

 

ATTEST:_____________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 

 

 

 

 


