
                             WORKSHOP 

                          APRIL 12, 1993 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a 

regular Workshop session on Monday, April 12, 1993 at 8:00 A.M., in the 

Commission Boardroom of the Walton County Courthous e. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n Sam Pridgen, Vice-

Chairman Gordon Porter, Commissioner Charles C. Har ris, Commissioner Johnnie 

Moore, and Commissioner Rosier Cuchens.  The Board' s Administrative 

Supervisor, Mr. Ronnie E. Bell, was also present. 

 Chairman Pridgen opened the Workshop for discussio n. 

 Mr. Dewey Wilson, General Manager of Regional Util ities, appeared 

before the Board and presented an annual report. 

 Mr. Wilson stated that the present rates will rema in in effect until 

the maximum equivalent residential connection of 10 ,500 gallons is used.  The 

block rate increase begins at 10,500 gallons.  The rate will continue to 

increase by fifty cents for each additional 5,000 g allons used.  Mr. Wilson 

presented a letter from the Northwest Florida Water  Management District 

suggesting that Florida Community Services establis h an increasing block rate 

to discourage excessive water use for such activiti es as landscape 

irrigation. 

 Mr. Wilson further advised the Board of the result s from the Compliance 

Inspection of the Camp Creek Water System that was performed by the 

Department of Environmental Regulations (DER).  No major deficiencies were 

noted during the survey. 

 Mrs. Jackie Malone from the Walton County Housing Assistance Program 

presented the Board with a Walton County Housing As sistance Plan.  Mrs. 

Malone requested the Board adopt a resolution stati ng that Walton County 

approves and adopts the State Housing Initiatives P artnership (SHIP) Program 

in order to create and preserve affordable housing.   The portion of the first 

years funding ($15,000.00) will be designated to go  toward a matching grant 

for the Tri-County Community Council. 

 Mr. Rusty Floyd, landfill employee, appeared befor e the Board and 

voiced his concerns with Waste Tech, a hauling comp any, having prisoners 

retrieve recyclables and put them in Walton County' s class III cell at the 

landfill.  Mr. Floyd stated that he was concerned w ith the cell reaching its 

capacity too soon due to this action. 
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 Mr. Floyd requested that the BCC authorize constru ction of a building 

to store cardboard to keep it dry due to the wet ca rdboard not being 

recyclable. 

 Mrs. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Supe rvisor to the Board, 

advised that the Department of Community Affairs (D CA) approved Transitional 

Agriculture in Walton County's  Stipulated Agreemen t.  Mrs. Williams advised 

Chairman Pridgen that his initials are required on the change in the 

Stipulated Agreement. 

 Mr. Gordon Williams, North Walton Mosquito Control  Director, appeared 

before the Board and advised that 265 tons of tires  were collected by the 

Mosquito Control employees and 104 tons were collec ted by an individual 

contractor. 

 Mr. Williams presented the Board with revised job descriptions for the 

Mosquito Control Director, Mosquito Control Shop Fo reman, Sprayman, and 

Mosquito Control Secretary. 

 The Board discussed the problem of surrounding cou nties dumping tires 

into Walton County. 

 Mr. Ronnie E. Bell, Administrative Supervisor to t he Board, advised of 

a Legislative Review Session sponsored by the Flori da Association of Counties 

on Wednesday, April 14, 1993 at 2:00 P.M., in the W alton County School Board 

Meeting Room. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board of the bids received fo r the three 

boardwalks to be located in South Walton County.  T he bids were as follows: 
  Gaddie Construction: 
       1.  Wall Street     $10,152.00 
       2.  Gulf Street     $16,662.00 
       3.  Sugar Dunes     $13,954.00 
 
  Northwest Florida Construction Company: 
       1.  Wall Street     $14,400.00 
       2.  Gulf Street     $20,100.00 
       3.  Sugar Dunes     $17,300.00 
 
  Peter Brown Construction Company: 
       1.  Wall Street     $23,494.00 
       2.  Gulf Street     $19,650.00 
       3.  Sugar Dunes     $17,155.00 
   
  Marine Contracting Company: 
       1.  Wall Street     $20,938.00 
       2.  Gulf Street     $21,175.00 
       3.  Sugar Dunes     $15,887.00 

 Mr. Malcolm Patterson, South Walton Tourist Develo pment Council 

Director, presented the Board with an election of o fficers policy for the 

South Walton Tourist Development Council.  Mr. Patt erson stated that officers 

for the conduct of council business shall consist o f Chairperson, Vice-
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Chairperson, and Treasurer.  The election shall be part of the agenda of the 

regular meeting and nominations shall be from the d uly appointed council 

members by any council member in attendance at the meeting.  The council 

members presiding at the meeting shall request nomi nations for each position 

and voting shall be by the members present and a si mple majority vote will 

determine the officer.  The election of the chairpe rson is subject to the 

option of the Walton County Board of County Commiss ioners to designate the 

chairperson. 

 Mr. Patterson requested the Board allow the Touris t Development Council 

to utilize Mr. Jim McFarlin's services to help acqu ire property on Highway 

331 and Highway 98 to place a Tourist Information C enter and construct a 

fishing pier on the old Highway 331 bridge. 

 Mr. Bell reminded the Board of the 9:00 A.M. confe rence call with the 

Department of Environmental Regulations regarding E lrod's Fish Camp.   

 Mr. Bell read a letter from Mr. Edward Clark to th e Board voicing his 

opposition to the expansion of the seawall in Elrod 's Fish Camp. 

 Mr. Bell spoke with Mr. Mark Sowell from DER durin g a conference call.  

The Department of Environmental Regulations submitt ed Mr. Wayne Dugas, owner 

of Elrod's Fish Camp, a permit to refurbish and rep air his existing seawall.  

This permit also included an addition to the seawal l.  Vice-Chairman Porter 

asked Mr. Sowell if the County was obligated to gra nt Mr. Dugas permission to 

expand his seawall due to his obtaining a permit fr om DER.  Mr. Sowell 

advised the Board that Mr. Dugas would still be req uired to meet all County 

regulations.  The Board agreed to allow Mr. Dugas t o rebuild only his 

existing seawall. 

 Mr. Paul Cate appeared before the Board to request   

assistance in the cost for preserving the Ten Comma ndments in the Courthouse.  

Mr. Cate stated that the Walton County Heritage Ass ociation is not well 

funded and could not afford the cost of the project .  The cost is 

approximately $1200.00. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that the quarterly well  sampling was due at 

the County Landfill.  The Board directed Mr. Bobby Ammons, Assistant Public 

Works Director, to obtain quotes for the groundwate r sampling.  There is not 

adequate time to advertise for bids. 

 The Board discussed the job descriptions for the P ublic Safety 

Director. 

 Beth Folta appeared before the Board to request a meeting with the 
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Board of Commissioners to discuss South Walton Cons ervation Planning.  The 

meeting could possibly be held on April 30, 1993, i n South Walton County.  

Vice-Chairman Porter stated that he would attend th e meeting. 

 Commissioner Cuchens stated that he would like to utilize boat 

improvement monies to repair a boat ramp at the end  of Highway 939 and Legion 

Park.  Also, he would like to construct a new boat ramp in South Walton.  Mr. 

Bell stated that approximately $8,000.00 is remaini ng in the fund. 

 Commissioner Harris stated that he has received te lephone calls from 

citizens opposing the Health and Rehabilitative Ser vices Juvenile Detention 

Center being located on Highway 81. 

 Commissioner Harris advised the Board that his dis trict needs another 

dump truck since the old truck had been sold. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle, Chief Deputy Clerk, advised the  Board that the 

DeFuniak Springs Library donates books and provides  a paid employee to the 

Flowers View Community Center/Library, but does not  pay the electric bill. 

 Mrs. Ingle presented the Board with a warranty dee d from Mr. William 

Ray Merritt and a resolution authorizing the Clerk of Court, Catherine King 

or Ingrid Burmeister, Deputy Clerk, to notify the S tate Board of 

Administration of Florida of any change in receipt of gas tax funds. 

 Mrs. Ingle also presented the Board with a letter from Stephens Inc. 

stating that when Walton County originally financed  the Hospital with bonds 

in 1981, there was no way they could have contempla ted that in 1986 the 

Congress would rewrite the Internal Revenue Code of  1954 and change the 

Federal tax laws that govern the issuance of munici pal bonds.  The Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986 now states that bonds issued b efore August 14, 1986, can 

be advance refunded once before that date and once after that date.  Bond 

Counsel has correctly determined that Walton County 's 1982 General Obligation 

Bond issue (advance refunding #1) advance refunded Walton County's 1981 Bond 

Anticipation Notes for the Hospital and Walton Coun ty's 1988 General 

Obligation Bond issue (advance refunding #2) advanc e refunded Walton County's 

1982 General Obligation Bond issue.  Therefore, Wal ton County can not advance 

refund the 1988 General Obligation Bonds anymore. 

 Mrs. Ingle presented a Quit-Claim Deed between Flo rida Community 

Services and Walton County and a draft from Carlin Consulting Group for the 

Courthouse expansion and renovation project. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that a letter should be  prepared advising 

the School Board that Walton County is no longer in terested in the old Chapel 
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Hill School site located in District 1. 

 Vice-Chairman Porter advised the Board and audienc e of a benefit for 

John Petty, who was injured in a hunting accident.  The benefit will be held 

on Saturday, April 17, 1993 at the Panhandle Opry t o collect funds to help 

with hospital and doctor bills. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board of the three proposals received for the MSBU 

non ad-valorem assessments for the landfill.  The B oard must review each 

proposal and rank them accordingly. 

 The Board recessed briefly. 

 Mr. Dan Cavanough from Bay County Energy Systems p resented his proposal 

to the Board.  Mr. Cavanough stated that Bay County  Energy Systems would 

extend their price of $30.00 a ton until April 30, 1993.  Bay County Energy 

Systems is the company chosen to haul Walton County 's garbage to the Bay 

County Incinerator. 

 Mr. Jerry Schnitizus spoke to the Board regarding hauling fees. 

 Discussion followed. 

 There being no further business, Chairman Pridgen adjourned the 

meeting. 

  

                        APPROVED:__________________ _______ 

                                     Sam Pridgen, C hairman 

 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 

 

  

 


