
                             WORKSHOP 

                          APRIL 13, 1998 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, April 13, 1998, at 8:30  a.m., in the South Walton 

Tourist Development Council Meeting Room. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Jo el Paul, Jr., Commissioner 

Randall Infinger and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  R onnie E. Bell, 

Administrative Supervisor, was also present. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Mr. Vince Pasquarello appeared before the Board an d read "An open 

letter to the County Commissioners".  Mr. Pasquarel lo referenced several 

items he considered to be problems, such as a lack of services in South 

Walton and a lack of representation on the Board of  County Commissioners for 

South Walton. Mr. Pasquarello spoke in reference to  consolidating the road 

departments and setting priorities for road paving,  expanding ambulance 

services, schools, libraries, and hospital services . 

 Vice-Chairman Butler responded by informing Mr. Pa squarello of the 

additional services which have already been establi shed in South Walton and 

the consideration being given to road consolidation .  Mr. Butler expressed 

his appreciation to the other Commissioners on the Board for their vast 

amount of support to District 5.  Mr. Butler expres sed the need for all 

political parties to work together. 

 Commissioner Porter expressed the efforts taken to  increase the funds 

to support South Walton and asked that a cooperativ e effort be taken by the 

residents of South Walton and support the County so  everyone can work 

together. 

 The Commissioners explained the new Purchasing Pol icies, hiring 

procedures, and steps being taken to improve the Co unty. 

 Mr. Butts appeared before the Commissioners reques ting assistance to 

construct a library for the City of Freeport at a c ost of $310,785.  The cost 

includes the property, architectural services, engi neering services, and 

books.  The City of Freeport is applying for a Matc hing Grant. 

 Mr. Butts asked the Board to adopt a resolution, i n which Walton County 

would agree to lease the building for the life of t he mortgage, during which 
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time the City of Freeport has agreed to provide wat er and sewer at no charge 

and maintain the building. 

 The Board agreed to adopt the resolution in suppor t of the Freeport 

City Library and authorized Chairman Young's signat ure on supporting 

documents.  This item will be placed on the consent  agenda. 

 Mr. James Foley, Community Base Education Group, a ppeared before the 

Board and informed the Board that this group is  st riving to help students in 

K-12 receive the best education possible. 

 Mr. Foley voiced concerns over a parcel of propert y at Sandestin, which 

the School Board stated could be rezoned to residen tial and any proceeds from 

the sale of the property would go to the Walton Cou nty Instructional 

Communication and Technology Foundation.   

 Mr. Foley requested for an independent appraisal o f the property and 

any proceeds be placed in a separate trust fund. 

 Mr. Jim Rester addressed the concerns of Mr. Foley  and stated that the 

majority of the money will remain in South Walton. 

 Ms. Kathy Fisher, PTO President for Butler Element ary, stated that a 

high school is not in the five year school plan and  stressed the fact that 

action needs to be taken now to provide schools for  students of the future. 

Ms. Fisher asked for an independent appraisal of th e 13 acre site in 

Sandestin and if found inappropriate then any funds  from the sale be used to 

purchase a new site. 

 Mr. Jerry Fountain, Purchasing Agent, presented th e results for bid 98-

107, a 2-wheel drive pick-up truck for District 1. The following bids were 

received:  

 Orville Beckford Ford, Milton, Florida, $14,400 -g as engine 

Alt.-Orville Beckford Ford, Milton, Florida, $23,75 9 - Diesel 

 Gary Smith Ford, Inc., Ft. Walton Beach, Fl, $14,3 45 - gas 

 The Board agreed to award bid #98-107 to the low b idder, Gary Smith 

Ford, in the amount of $14,345.  This item will be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved to advertise for bids on a 6,00 0 square foot 

building for McKinnon Pit, District 1.  This item w ill be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to advertise for bids on roof r epairs to a 1384 

square foot section of the Courthouse.  This item w ill be placed on the 
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consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Windham's, low quote, to re place the drain field 

at the Emergency Management Office in the amount of  $1,800.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain presented information regarding the p lacement of a fuel 

storage system for the DeFuniak and Freeport EMS at  a cost of $7,625.89 for 

two 500 gallon fuel tanks.  The Board agreed and pl aced this item on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approve a change in the Purchasing Polic ies to allow parts 

for county equipment to be purchased up to $3,000.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved a change in the Purchasing Poli cies authorizing the 

Commissioner's signature for purchases up to $3,000  in emergency situations 

and ratify the purchase at the following meeting.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to waive the bid procedure and pu rchase a Ford Taurus 

from Gary Smith Ford in the amount of $15,030 for M r. Rick Bailey, Field 

Assistant, District 5.  Gary Smith presented the lo w quote and the price is 

below the State Contract Price.  Three quotes were received. This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to place a Sheriff's Department  car in the auction 

in Tallahassee on May 16, 1998.  This item will be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Jim Crawford, Crawford Sugar Properties, appea red before the Board 

to discuss the use of red clay and dolomite south o f CR 30-A and stated that 

some contractors are using the product without appr oval.  The Board agreed to 

discuss the problem with the County Engineer and al low him to make a 

determination. 

 Ms. Janice Gordon, Mallet Bayou resident, appeared  before the Board to 

discuss concerns regarding the removal of Mallet Ba you from the Jet Ski 

Ordinance and requested that it be reinstated for s afety reasons. 

 Mr. Bill Ford stated that he feels there is no dan ger in the bayou and 

would like the neighbors polled for their opinion. 

 Mr. Hank Heyen commented on the accidents that hav e occurred and stated 

that there is a safety issue which should be addres sed. 

 The Board agreed to contact Attorney Miller regard ing Mallet Bayou and 
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discuss this issue further in Tuesday's regular sch eduled meeting. 

 The Board agreed to adopt a resolution increasing the Emergency Medical 

Service Fees as presented by Mr. Matt Douglass, EMS  Director. This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda.  

 Mr. Douglass presented the coverage policy for amb ulance services in 

Walton County explaining the coverage area for each  EMS station. 

 The Board approved the promotion of Ms. Joan Mayeu x, EMS employee, from 

part-time to full-time status with a six month prob ationary period.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to hire Mr. Louis Condon as a p art-time Paramedic.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Douglass requested approval for payment of an invoice to Bondy's 

Ford, Dothan, Alabama, in the amount of $11,698.96 for engine repairs.  The 

repairs resulted in $1,698.96 over the previously a pproved $10,000.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Mrs. Connie Brown, Ambulanc e Billing Clerk, to 

travel to Panama City, Florida, for a one-day semin ar in the amount $99.00.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board denied a request from Ms. Tammy Gaydos a sking to reduce the 

amount of charges for medical transportation costs.   Mr. Gaydos requested the 

reduction because both she and her son were transpo rted in the same 

ambulance.  This item will be placed on the consent  agenda. 

 The Board approved to reimburse Dr. Ruben Garcia i n the amount of 

$1,668.02 for a continuing education seminar.  This  item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to retain Mr. Edward Paul as a full-time Paramedic 

for the Ambulance Service.  This item will be place d on the consent agenda.  

There is no relation between Mr. Edward Paul and Co mmissioner Paul. 

 Discussion was held regarding the possible hiring of EMS shift 

Supervisors or Assistant Director because of the in crease in work.  Mr. 

Douglass presented job descriptions and salaries an d requested the Board 

consider hiring Supervisors for each shift.  The Bo ard agreed to discuss this 

issue further at a later time. 

 Mr. Douglass stated that EMS collections for this year are currently 

$334,000 and estimated that the Board will have to subsidize about one 

million dollars. 
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 Mr. Chuck Lawson, with the YMCA, informed the Boar d that the YMCA has 

hired a CEO for the Emerald Coast YMCA. 

 Ms. Sandra Farr, Director of the YMCA, updated the  Commissioners on 

YMCA activities and stated that the programs are in creasing and improving.  

Summercamps and programs are being developed to mee t the interest of the 

children. 

 Mr. Mike Meyer appeared before the Board and reque sted a special events 

permit.  Mr. Meyer stated that an increase of 12 ex tra events will occur this 

year over last year's 18 events.  The Board agreed to grant the special 

events permit.  This item will be placed on the con sent agenda. 

 Vice-Chairman Butler requested that separate stick ers be issued to be 

placed on boats. No action was taken. 

 Mr. Malcolm Patterson, Executive Director of the S outh Walton Tourist 

Development Council, appeared before the Board and requested approval to 

reprint tourist information literature.  The Board approved the purchase of 

the printed material in the amount of $78,650.  Thi s item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the purchase of one (1) F150 Pi ck-up Truck, 4X4 with 

special options, from the low bidder, Gary Smith Fo rd, Ft. Walton Beach, 

Florida, in the amount of $16,815 for the Tourist D evelopment Council.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to purchase one (1) level for t he bridge crew, from 

Contractors Pro Shop, Eugene, Oregon, in the amount  of $874.96.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to provide uniforms for the Bri dge Crew employees.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Discussion was held regarding a vehicle for Mr. Mi ner, County Engineer.  

The Board agreed to give Mr. Ammons' Blazer to Mr. Miner, give Mr. Rusty 

Floyd's truck to Mr. Ammons and allow Mr. Jerry Fou ntain to piggy-back bid 

#98-107 and contact Gary Smith Ford to purchase ano ther 2-wheel drive pick-up 

truck for Mr. Floyd, Landfill Supervisor. 

 The Board approved the purchase of a computer from  ES Plus in the 

amount of $2,238 for use by the County Engineer con tingent upon compatibility 

with the county's computer system.  This item will be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved the purchase of two (2) radios from Southern 
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Communications Services, Inc., Pensacola, Florida, for Mr. Bobby Ammons, 

Assistant Public Works Director, and Mr. Nelson Min er, County Engineer. This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to allow the Ponce De Leon Elem entary second graders 

to tour the Landfill on April 23, 1998.  This item will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell reminded the Commissioners to turn their 360 cell phones in to 

be disconnected if they are no longer being utilize d. 

 Mr. Ammons stated that he met with the Department of Environmental 

Protection and Mr. McDaniel at the Fair Building ab out clearing the property 

near the fair building.  He stated that he would li ke to cut the trees and 

give the wood to the Council on Aging.  The Board a greed and placed this item 

on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Paul requested each district giving o ne Mac tri-axle truck 

and one employee to County Wide to begin forming a paving crew and begin 

working on current projects. The Commissioners agre ed to discuss this further 

at a later date. 

 The Board approved for Mr. Ken Little, Code Enforc ement Officer, to 

attend a seminar in Orlando, Florida, May 4-9, 1998  at a cost of $550.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to purchase one (1) Office Jet Printer from Office 

Max, Panama City, for the South Walton Annex in the  amount of $499.  The 

equipment serves as a fax, copier, and printer. Thi s item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to accept the deed to Ferreira La ne for recording, 

based upon recommendation of the County Attorney.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approve the hiring of Attorney David Hol der in place of 

Attorney Allen Ramey to represent the Code Enforcem ent Board. Mr. Ramey had 

conflicts and could not serve.  This item will be p laced on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mrs. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Supe rvisor, advised that 

several members of the Contractors Competency Board  need to be appointed in 

June.  Mrs. Williams will present a list of names t o the Board to select 

from. 

 The Board approved to advertise, according to poli cy, for the position 
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of County Inspector to replace Mr. Bob Berry.  This  item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Mr. Bell and Attorney Mille r to select an 

Appraiser to begin appraising the hospital equipmen t.  Once the appraisal is 

complete, negotiations can begin between Walton Cou nty and Walton Regional 

Hospital for the equipment.  This item will be plac ed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to hold a grievance hearing on Wednesday, April 22, 

1998, at 9:00 a.m., in the Boardroom regarding Mr. Roland Wilkerson's 

termination.  This item will be placed on the conse nt agenda. 

 The Board agreed to accept custody of an Ozalid Bl ueline Machine from 

the Clerk of Court's Office, declare it as surplus,  and store it in the 

Warehouse at the County Shop.  This item will be pl aced on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Mr. William T. Ch ilds, Senior Planner 

for West Florida Regional Planning Council, regardi ng the property of Ms. 

Faye Fountain's mother.  Mr. Childs offered Ms. Fou ntain the opportunity to 

resubmit another application for eligibility for as sistance.  Ms. Fountain is 

awaiting a letter from Walton County waiving any re sponsibility related to 

the cost of repairs, therefore she would not submit  the new application. 

 Mr. Bell presented a request from Mr. Norm Davis, Christian Coalition, 

to gather in the Courtyard for the National Day of Prayer and invited each 

Commissioner to attend. 

 The Board approved the Christian Coalition's reque st and placed this 

item on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Mrs. Lynda Robinson, Human Resource Officer, to 

attend a workshop in Tallahassee on June 25, 1998.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell stated that Tri-County would like to surp lus a truck which the 

Board helped purchase and return it to the Commissi oners.  The Board agreed 

to accept custody of the truck. This item will be p laced on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board agreed to adopt a resolution declaring A pril 18-25, as "Pride 

Week".  This item will be placed on the consent age nda. 

 The Board approved for Mrs. Ingrid Burmeister, Sec tion 8 Housing 

Director, to attend a FAHRO-Section 8 Update Worksh op on May 19-20, 1998, in 

Orlando, Florida. This item will be placed on the c onsent agenda. 
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 Mr. Bell presented a draft resolution for the Stat e Housing Initiatives 

Partnership (SHIP), a revision of the local housing  assistance plan, for the 

Board's review. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Ms. Mary Lou Reed  to Ms. Kathleen 

McLeskley, regarding the utilization of National Re serve funds for the 

employment of individuals to assist in the repairs caused by the flooding of 

1998. 

 The Board approved to receipt a $10,000 CD from th e Clerk of Court's 

Office and place in the Contingencies or the approp riate fund. This is for 

funds from the Good Driver Incentive Funds and othe r revenues. This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Mr. Dan Bodiford,  Clerk of Courts, 

requesting advice on several items relating to the Finance Department.  The 

Board agreed to close out the petty cash fund of $2 00.00, deposit $25.00 in 

the account for plat fees, return a $50,000 perform ance bond to United 

Healthcare, Inc., return a $12,950 performance bond  to LaVaughn Smith, Inc., 

return a $500 fireworks display bond to Entertainme nt & Convention Services 

of NC, Inc., return a port of call bond to Retco, I nc., in the amount of 

$980.00, deposit a $1.00 check from Ford Truck Oper ations for a survey.  Mr. 

Bell will contact Mrs. Suedelle Wilkerson, Finance Director, regarding a $500 

check for an invoice regarding Sandestin, and $7,23 9.56 for mileage 

reimbursement from Mr. Gerald Wilkerson and report back to the Board. 

 The Board approved Mr. Bell and Commissioner Porte r's attendance at the 

March 31 and April 1, 1998 meeting with the Trust f or Public Lands, and Mr. 

Bell's meeting at OWCC on April 7, 1998, with Dr. R ichburg.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to reimburse the Darlington Vol unter Fire Department 

$550 for a galvanized tank.  This item will be plac ed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved payment of an invoice to City T ruck and Trailer, 

Dothan, Alabama, in the amount of $1,068 for transm ission parts for District 

4.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda.  

 The Board approved to issue a fireworks display pe rmit to Sandestin for 

June 12, 1998.  This item will be placed on the con sent agenda. 

 The Board denied a request from the Mossy Head Vol unteer Fire 

Department requesting reimbursement of $34.16 for t he purchase of soda's. 

Attorney Miller advised that MSBU monies cannot be spent in that manner.  
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This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board granted a beach permit variance to Rusty  and Darlene Wilson.  

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson have been long-time residents o f Walton County, however, 

do not own property.  This item will be placed on t he consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to contribute $5,000 to the DeFun iak Springs Little 

League for the District, Sectional, and State Tourn ament.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board authorized Mrs. Shirl Williams to attend  the MPO Technical 

Coordinating Committee Meeting on Thursday, April 1 6, 1998.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to place Mr. Nelson Miner on th e MPO Technical 

Advisory Committee in place of Mr. Allen Brown.  Th is item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to have a center-line survey co nducted on Senterfitt 

Road, District 4.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to purchase property from Ms. K annell on McCoullough 

Road, District 3, for the amount of $1,750.00 to co rrect drainage problems.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to accept an offer from Mr. Ralph  Holmes in the amount 

of $1,003 to purchase the Macedonia Clay Pit.  No b ids were received after 

advertising.  This item will be placed on the conse nt agenda. 

 The Board agreed to submit a thank-you letter to t he Senators and 

elected officials who attended the Senate Natural R esources Committee Meeting 

in support of Walton County.  This item will be pla ced on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised that the Regional Strategic Plann ing Committee will 

conduct a seminar on June 9, 1998, beginning at 9:0 0 a.m., at Okaloosa Walton 

Community College, regarding transportation and wat er. The seminar is being 

sponsored by Walton, Okaloosa and Santa Rosa Counti es in the amount of 

$1,500.  The Board approved for Chairman Young's si gnature and payment of 

$1,500 to sponsor the Regional Strategic Planning C ommittee Seminar.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell reminded the Commissioners of a request f rom Mr. Bodiford 

regarding the South Walton Tourist Development Coun cil Banking. The Board 

will review. 

 Mr. Bell presented information relating to the Saf ety and Health (OSHA) 

inspection by the Florida Department of Labor and E mployment Security. 
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 Mr. Bell also presented information relating to th e public hearing 

Monday night at 6:00 p.m., regarding the purchase o f Wal-Mart and other 

options and costs. 

 Mrs. Sara Comander, Administrative Assistant to Da n Bodiford, presented 

the Expenditure Approval List as prepared by Mrs. S uedelle Wilkerson, Finance 

Supervisor.  The Board approved payment of the bill s in the amount of 

$552,988.91.  This item will be placed on the conse nt agenda. 
  
 General Fund  $122,747.82 
 County Transportation Trust   47,106.42 
 Multi-purpose Trust Fund        27.00 
 Fine & Forfeiture   372,904.66 
 Mosquito Control State                 36.00 
 Tourist Development     2,319.20 
 North Walton Mosquito Control           571.57 
 Library               1,572.98 
 Solid Waste Enterprise              1,414.87 
 Mossy Head Fire Dept.                   381.38 
 Glendale Fire Dept.                   3,147.00 
 Darlington Fire Dept.       182.26 
 Liberty Fire Dept.       509.68 
 Red Bay Fire Dept.        97.56 
                                        $553,018.40  
                  Credit                               $18.41- 
                  Credit                                11.08- 
                                                        29.49- 
                           Total        $552,988.91  

 

 The Board agreed to hire Mr. Rick Bailey, District  5 Field Assistant, 

with an effective date of hire, April 1, 1998.  Thi s item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved one-time emergency maintenance on Dalton Road, 

Seagrove Beach, District 5.  This item will be plac ed on the consent agenda. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was a djourned at 1:30 p.m. 

 

 

                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  William A. Young,  Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


