
                              WORKSHOP 

                           APRIL 14, 1997 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

special workshop on Monday, April 14, 1997 at 8:25 a.m. in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Jo el Paul, Jr., Commissioner 

Randall Infinger and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  T he Board's Administrative 

Supervisor, Ronnie E. Bell, was also present. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Motion by Vice-Chairman Butler, second by Commissi oner Porter, to enter 

into special session to consider leasing a crane an d pile driver with an 

option to purchase.  Ayes 5, Nayes 0.  Porter Aye, Infinger Aye, Paul Aye, 

Butler Aye, Young Aye. 

 Bobby Ammons, Assistant Public Works Director, pre sented a proposal 

from M. D. Moody & Sons, Inc. for an American 4460 Truck Crane and pile 

driving equipment.  Mr. Ammons, Ronnie Bell, Olin S ingletary and Wilber 

Williams were authorized to travel to Atlanta, Geor gia to inspect the used 

crane and pile driving equipment.  Mr. Ammons repor ted that the equipment is 

in good shape.  Mr. Ammons requested that the Board  lease the crane and pile 

driver for six months, then consider purchasing the  equipment.  Mr. Ammons 

stated that the Little Giant Crane (dragline) which  the county now owns is 

not in good condition and is dangerous to operate.  Mr. Ammons stated that 

county employees could build bridges and drive pili ngs in-house with this new 

used equipment and save money doing so.  The monthl y rental rate for the pile 

driving equipment is $3,500, which can be placed to ward the purchase price 

less ten percent simple interest.  The total purcha se price for the pile 

driving equipment is $56,500.  Freight from Jackson ville, Florida to DeFuniak 

Springs, Florida is approximately $1,000.  The mont hly rental price for the 

used crane is $4,700 which can be placed toward the  purchase price less ten 

percent simple interest as well.  The total purchas e price for the used crane 

is $240,000.  Freight from Fairburn, Georgia to DeF uniak Springs, Florida is 

approximately $3,657. 

 Motion by Commissioner Paul, second by Commissione r Infinger, to rent 

the used American 4460 Truck Crane and pile driving  equipment from M. D. 
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Moody & Sons, Inc. for a period of six months with an option to purchase the 

equipment.  The monthly rental fee will be transfer ed from County 

Transportation Trust contingencies into County Wide  rentals and leases.  Ayes 

5, Nayes 0.  Porter Aye, Infinger Aye, Paul Aye, Bu tler Aye, Young Aye.  The 

Board agreed to place the old Little Giant Crane (d ragline) in the county 

auction. 

 Motion by Vice-Chairman Butler, second by Commissi oner Paul, to 

authorize Mike Barker, Public Safety Director, to a ttend a Florida Department 

of Law Enforcement meeting in Pensacola, Florida to day and tomorrow and a 

Local Emergency Planning Committee meeting in Chipl ey, Florida.  Ayes 5, 

Nayes 0.  Porter Aye, Infinger Aye, Paul Aye, Butle r Aye, Young Aye. 

 The Board agreed to delay the county auction until  the Fall due to lack 

of advertising and gathering of equipment. 

 Motion by Commissioner Infinger, second by Commiss ioner Porter, to 

adopt a policy to follow Robert's Rules of Order in  conducting Board 

Meetings.  Ayes 4, Nayes 1.  Porter Aye, Infinger A ye, Paul Aye, Butler Naye, 

Young Aye. 

 Motion by Commissioner Porter, second by Commissio ner Infinger, to 

authorize District 4 employees to lay asphalt on th e VFW Post and Church of 

Christ (located across from Walton Regional Hospita l) parking lots.  The VFW 

Post and Church of Christ is purchasing the asphalt .  The Board further 

authorized Commissioner Porter to repair a wash-out  problem on Mosley Road 

located in District 4.  Ayes 5, Nayes 0.  Porter Ay e, Infinger Aye, Paul Aye, 

Butler Aye, Young Aye. 

 Motion by Commissioner Paul, second by Commissione r Infinger, to end 

special session.   Ayes 5, Nayes 0.  Porter Aye, In finger Aye, Paul Aye, 

Butler Aye, Young Aye. 

 Chairman Young called to order the advertised work shop to discuss the 

Scenic 98 Guidelines as it refers to underground ut ilities. 

 Jack Rhodes, Planning Department, presented a hand out that stated:  

 1)  Scenic Corridor Guidelines specifically apply to commercial 

properties only. 

 2)  Scenic Corridor Guidelines state all electric,  cable t.v.  and 

telephone feeds from public rights-of-way to buildi ngs must be underground.  

All power feeds from primary utility lines to indiv idual sites must be 

underground.  No overhead feeds across U.S. 98 are permitted.  Jack and bore 

method is required for these connections. 
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 3)  In response to Commissioner Paul's question as  to what is on file 

regarding this matter, a review of the development files for each of the 

following projects indicated: 

  a.   Ace Hardware - Plans on file did not address   

   underground electrical service. 

  b. Linn's Prestige Kitchen - Electrical plans on file  

   show electrical service installed underground.   

   Also filed was correspondence from Gulf Power  

   dated December 22, 1995 addressed to the Board o f  

   Commissioner which states "ample electric power is  

   immediately available to provide underground  

   electrical service to Linn's Prestige Kitchen". 

  c.  Twin Cities Medical Center - Plans on file di d not  

   address underground electrical as required. 

Therefore, it is the opinion of the Planning Depart ment that these projects 

be required to comply with the Scenic Corridor Guid elines site development 

standards which specify that all power feeds from u tility lines to individual 

sites must be underground.  Mr. Rhodes further stat ed that in accordance with 

the Walton County Unified Land Development Code, Or dinance 91-4, Section 

10.11.01, a developer or any adversely affected per son may appeal an order, 

decision, determination, or interpretation of the C omprehensive Plan and Land 

Development Code by any administrative official of Walton County, specifying 

the grounds for the appeal.  Appeals are made to th e Board of Adjustments by 

filing a notice of appeal with the Department of Pl anning and Zoning within 

thirty days of the decision.   

 Representatives from Ace Hardware, Linn's Kitchen and Twin Cities 

Medical Center, spoke regarding their plans.  Ace H ardware and Twin Cities 

Medical Center agreed to comply with the Guidelines , but requested a 

transitional period.  Linn's Kitchen stated that it  would be a financial 

hardship to comply at this time. 

 Commissioner Paul voiced his concern with whom the  responsibility lies 

for the oversight of approving these projects witho ut underground utilities.  

No one had an answer.  The Scenic 98 Review Committ ee was reviewing the plans 

before the Board abolished the Committee.  Now, the  Planning and Zoning 

Department is reviewing plans for commercial establ ishments within Scenic 

Corridors. 

 Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Superviso r, advised the Board 
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that, in the future, the Building Inspector will ve rify that all utilities 

within the Scenic Corridor crossing Highway 98 are installed in accordance 

with the Scenic Corridor Guidelines. 

 Several representatives from various utility compa nies spoke regarding 

the Guidelines.  Each representative stated that th ey were not aware of the 

Guidelines which passed in January 1996. 

 Commissioner Paul stated that he spoke with the au thors of the 

Ordinance and they advised that they prepared the O rdinance from an 

aesthetics point of view only.  They did not consid er the cost or capability 

of requiring underground utilities.  Mr. Rhodes sta ted that the Planning 

Department is not asking that businesses with overh ead lines already 

connected be changed, only the three businesses in question and future 

businesses. 

 Mike Richards, representing Chelco, voiced his con cern with the future 

plans of four-laning Highway 98 and the relocating of lines.  The utility 

companies must bear the expense of moving lines off  the rights-of-way.   

 The Board agreed to direct the various utility com panies to meet and 

create suitable language for which the utility comp anies and citizens of 

Walton County concerned with establishing an unique  setting in south Walton 

County can agree and comply regarding providing uti lities to businesses 

located within the Scenic Corridors.  The Board fur ther agreed to direct 

Ronnie Bell, County Administrator, to prepare a let ter to the Department of 

Transportation advising them of the Scenic Guidelin es. 

 There being no further business, Chairman Young ad journed the Workshop 

at 10:15 a.m. 

 

                        APPROVED:__________________ ________ 

                                  William A. Young,  Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


