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APRIL 17, 2001 – PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 
 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a Public 

Hearing on Tuesday, April 17, 2001 at 5:05 p.m. at the Tourist Development Council. 

 The following Board members were present: Commissioner Tim Pauls, 

Commissioner Larry D. Jones, Vice-Chairman Lane Rees and Commissioner Gene Ryan.  

Ms. Shirl Williams, Administrative Supervisor, and Attorney George R. Miller were also 

present. 

 Commissioner Jones led with prayer following the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

American Flag led by Commissioner Gene Ryan. 

 Vice-Chairman Rees called the meeting to order and stated that the purpose of 

this public hearing is to consider a noise ordinance, height restriction ordinance, and a 

coastal center uses ordinance. 

 Mr. Tom McGee, Chairman of the Walton County Planning Commission, stated 

that the Planning Commission has met regarding these ordinances and held much 

discussion and has received correspondence from citizens. He stated that the noise 

ordinance deals with chronic noise from developments. It will not address dogs barking 

or disturbance of the peace issues.  This ordinance requires the use of a decibel meter. 

Discussion was held regarding noise in Agriculture areas and they felt that this ordinance 

would apply best to areas in south Walton due to the numerous varying situations. 

 Mr. McGee stated that experts in this field could be hired to further develop a 

better ordinance if so desired.  The Planning Commission drafted this initial ordinance 

and felt that it could be expounded upon.  



Prepared by: D. Cordle 2 
April 17, 2001-Public Hearing 

 Mr. McGee recommended granting Code Enforcement the proper policing 

authority to be able to enforce the ordinance. He also stated that he has concerns with the 

deputies not being equipped with necessary equipment.  Mr. McGee felt that this 

ordinance would pre-empt the current Grayton Beach Ordinance.  

 Dr. Walter Parrott, Peach Creek, questioned the costs of the decibel meters and 

how they will monitor outbursts of noise such as that coming from the concrete plant at 

Peach Creek. Vice-Chairman Rees stated that bids could be obtained in order to get the 

best prices on the meters.  

 Mr. Kurt Lischka spoke about the types of equipment that could be used without 

spending thousands of dollars.  He felt that this ordinance is an excellent beginning and 

could be improved with some fine-tuning along the way. 

 Mr. Jeffery Moses, a resident of Seagrove Beach, also questioned how to deal 

with intermittent noises.  He stated that noise could be addressed by measuring it as 

“plainly audible” which would address periodic loud outbursts. Commissioner Pauls 

stated that outbursts could be addressed with a nuisance ordinance rather than in the noise 

ordinance.  

 Mr. David Kramer, Code Enforcement Board member, stated that this ordinance 

will assist in some ways, however, it will also hinder. Equipment could be used that 

would provide a printout of the noise level, which could assist in court proceedings. He 

felt that a nuisance ordinance would be too broad and leave too much room for 

interpretation.  

 Mr. Lloyd Reddick voiced concern with noise control for areas north of the Bay 

due to problems he encounters at his fish camp.  
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 Tianna Burton stated the importance of coordinating with law enforcement 

officers because Code Enforcement Officers are not always available. 

 Mr. Jack Brown, resident of Seagrove Beach, stated that a nuisance ordinance 

would be beneficial.  He also questioned non-conforming uses in certain land use 

categories that are not allowed. Attorney Miller addressed the Sheriff’s right to enforce a 

nuisance law without the Board even adopting a nuisance ordinance.  

 Ms. Mary Brockett, Blue Mountain Beach resident, voiced concerns with 

nuisance noise from construction sites. She recommended hiring an expert in this field to 

help fine-tune the ordinance. She stated that she has spoken with several individuals 

regarding the development of an ordinance and the costs of meters. Ms. Brockett would 

like a nuisance ordinance drafted as soon as possible. 

 Mr. Dave Brockett suggested that the Sheriff’s Department be included in these 

public hearings. 

 Vice-Chairman Rees closed the floor to public comment. 

 Commissioner Pauls thanked the Planning Commission for their efforts in 

drafting this ordinance.  He stated that law enforcement does need to be a part of this 

planning. He also sees the need to involve experts to review it for possible improvements 

to increase the potential for successful court hearings.  

 Commissioner Jones stated that enforcement is the issue along with the method 

used to give warnings, time to respond and final action to be taken. 

 The Commissioners agreed that the ordinance does need to be more finely tuned 

and directed staff to obtain the names of individual experts for selection by the Board. 
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The Board also agreed that this ordinance needs to apply to the entire county with ways 

to exclude normal agricultural noise.  

 Vice-Chairman Rees called to order the public hearing regarding the Height 

Restriction Ordinance.  

 Mr. McGee presented information on how the Planning Commission addressed 

this issue and stated that two public workshops have been held. Discussion was held 

regarding exceptions for certain areas such as the New Town and the proposed hospital. 

The ordinance would also allow for future expansion. The Planning Commission 

suggested a four-story height or a certain height by footage, but allowing for latitude for 

various rooflines.  Vice-Chairman Rees stated that he received a letter from hospital 

personnel with suggestions on how to address their height issue. He also questioned if the 

restrictions should apply to the north side of the Bay as well. 

 Vice-Chairman Rees opened the floor for public comment. 

 Mr. Pat Schlenker, Sacred Heart Hospital, reviewed the proposed plans for a 3-

story hospital, which would exceed the height limit.  Current plans are for 2-stories with a 

height of 48 feet. He requested the Board consider an exception due to it being a medical 

facility. Mr. Schlenker also updated the Commissioners on the medical facility adjacent 

to the hospital, which will align with the height of the hospital.  

 Mr. McGee voiced concerns with fire protection above the capabilities of the fire 

department. 

 Ms. Nancy James, South Walton Community Council, stated that the height 

limitations should be consistent and the hospital could be given a variance when 

necessary. 
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 Mr. Chic Grant voiced concern with the arbitrary 50-foot height. A method should 

be adopted that will set a height limit, but also allow for varying rooflines. He voiced 

concerns with the visual aspect of the county and stated that policy should allow for 

variances. Ms. Beth Folta agreed with Mr. Grant. 

 Mr. David Kramer felt that a problem does not exist currently, however, by 

setting limitations he feels that it would create urban sprawl.  

 Mr. Ed Berry and Ms. Susan Paladini both addressed the Board regarding the 

need for a height restriction. 

 Mr. Ed Lathem suggested contacting the Eglin Air Force Base Encroachment 

Committee regarding height of buildings and the effect on their radar systems. 

 Vice-Chairman Rees closed the floor to public comment. 

 Discussion was held regarding possible interference with Eglin radars.  

Commissioner Pauls suggested allowing a higher limitation in the Highway 98 and 331 

corridors.  

 Vice-Chairman Rees stated that a second public hearing would be held regarding 

this issue. 

 Mr. Grant explained the height restriction used as a guide for WaterColors. The 

building is 3-stories and has a flat roofline to meet the requirement. 

 The Commissioners directed staff to readvertise the height restriction ordinance as 

a first public hearing due to the number of changes made and based on public comments.  

A public hearing was set for June 5, 2001.  

 Mr. McGee presented the Coastal Center Uses Ordinance for review. He stated 

that the Planning Commission attempted to clarify the uses in the Coastal Center defining 
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it more specifically. He further stated that only land use classification in Coastal Center 

was addressed, not geographical boundary changes. 

 Mr. Mike Judkins and wife Shari, addressed the Commissioners regarding the 

General Commercial category, which was removed in the past because of the type of 

non-conforming uses that fell in that category. Mrs. Judkins requested clarification that 

this issue will not affect the Treasure Island Marina (TIM) case by creating this 

ordinance.  Attorney Miller advised that the laws in place at the time TIM was filed 

would be the laws abided by.  The Judkins stated that they are in favor of this ordinance. 

 Discussion was held regarding the inclusion of industrial dry cleaner and the need 

to more clearly define the term.   

 Vice-Chairman Rees closed the floor for public comment. 

 Questions were raised concerning the language “such as” and “like”.  

Commissioner Pauls stated that he feels that language is sufficient because it allows for 

interpretation; he also voiced concern with non-conforming uses. Vice-Chairman Rees 

also agreed with the language. He stated that consideration needs to be given to bring 

non-conforming property into compliance. The Board agreed to hold a second public 

hearing regarding this issue on May 1, 2001 at 6:00 p.m. 

 Discussion was held regarding a more clear definition of “Industrial”.  

Suggestions were given to divide Industrial into various uses, which would be a Comp 

Plan amendment. Ms. Cindy Meadows, Planning Commission stated that additional 

definitions could be added. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
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                                                              APPROVED: _____________________________ 
                                                                                      Herman L. Walker, Chairman 
 
 
ATTEST: _________________________________ 
                  Martha Ingle, Clerk of Courts 


