
WORKSHOP 

APRIL 21, 1997 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, April 21, 1997 at 8:30 a.m., in the Courtroom of 

the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Jo el Paul, Jr., Commissioner 

Randall Infinger and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  T he Board's Administrative 

Supervisor, Ronnie E. Bell, was also present. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Judge Robert Lindsey, Walton County Circuit Judge,  appeared before the 

Board to request a budget amendment to increase the  salary of the Court 

Reporter, Colleen Anderson.  Ms. Anderson now earns  $23,670.40 per year.  

Judge Lindsey requested that Ms. Anderson's salary be raised to compare with 

the surrounding counties: Okaloosa, Santa Rosa and Escambia.  The requested 

increase is to $30,000 per year plus benefits.  The  Board advised Judge 

Lindsey that the requested budget amendment has bee n advertised and the 

public hearing is scheduled for tomorrow. 

 Rusty Floyd, Landfill Supervisor, requested permis sion to hold a 

Household Hazardous Waste Amnesty Day on May 24, 19 97 at the South Walton 

Mosquito Control Office and the Walton County Fairg rounds.  The Board agreed 

to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Floyd advised that Cleo Collinsworth, Landfill  Scale Operator, is 

retiring and his position is available.  The Board agreed to advertise for 

the position in-house at a salary range of $7.00 to  $10.00 per hour.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to advertise that the Landfill wi ll be open on 

Saturdays from 7:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. beginning May 3, 1997 due to the 

tremendous clean-up needed on Monday mornings.  Thi s item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Floyd requested a salary increase for Sam Camp bell, Landfill 

Equipment Operator.  The Board discussed scheduling  a Workshop to discuss 

each department and a pay scale. 

 The Board agreed to allow the Ponce De Leon Elemen tary School view the 

Landfill and recycling operation on May 6, 1997.  T his item will be placed on 
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the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Floyd recommended awarding bid 97-103: one new  wheel loader, to the 

lowest bidder, Tractor and Equipment Company in the  amount of $59,728.00.  

The Board agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Sarah Infinger, Maude Saunders Fifth Grade Teacher , arrived with 

students of the Fifth Grade Class to present facts and ideas regarding 

recycling.  Julia Burgess presented the introductio n, Shaun Powell spoke 

regarding awareness, Laurel Colin spoke regarding a  schoolwide survey, 

Victoria Thomas spoke regarding a recycling center location, Dusti Matthews 

spoke regarding litter: what's in it, Jacob Cherry spoke regarding a 

recycling center concept, Richard Anderson spoke re garding the cost of a 

center, Lisa Hall gave a brief summary and Nick Orl osky led the class in a 

song. 

 The Board recessed briefly. 

 Benton Southard, representing Walton Correction In stitute, presented 

the March 1997 Interagency/Community Work Squad Rep ort. 

Each County District currently has one work squad, the City of DeFuniak has 

one squad, there are two public works squads, one u tility squad and one squad 

at the County Landfill.  The Board agreed to have t he sign maker at the 

Landfill prepare signs designating the work of the Inmate Work Crews. 

 The Board agreed to adopt the DMG job description for Landfill Scale 

Operator/Sign Maker with amendments.  This item wil l be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Malcolm Patterson, Executive Director of the South  Walton Tourist 

Development Council, requested permission to award the bid for envelopes to 

the lowest bidder, Armstrong Printing in the amount  of $10,405.  The Board 

agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Patterson advised the Board of a redecking pro gram for Gulfview 

Heights and Blue Mountain Beach.  Bids will be open ed on April 28th, the next 

regular Board meeting is May 13, 1997.  Mr. Patters on requested that Vice-

Chairman Butler and Ronnie Bell be authorized to aw ard the bid to the lowest 

responsible bidder due to the time restraints and t he tourist season.  The 

Board agreed to place this item on the consent agen da. 

 The Board agreed to approve a right-of-entry agree ment with Carolyn 

Ownes to allow District 3 to perform emergency main tenance on a road off 

Martin Drive.  This item will be placed on the cons ent agenda. 



April 21, 1997 

Workshop 

                               3 

 

 The Board agreed to allow Commissioner Paul to per form emergency 

maintenance on Bray Road with the stipulation that they clean up the trash on 

the road.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve a right-of-entry agree ment with Pat Bottoms 

to correct a drainage problem on Harrison Cut-off.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Vice-Chairman Butler to haul shell or gravel 

and place behind the South Walton Courthouse Annex for additional parking.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to authorize Commissioner Infinge r to send someone to 

locate and inspect a grader scarifier.  This item w ill be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Vice-Chairman Butler stated that the official open ing of the South 

Walton Courthouse Annex is May 16, 1997. 

 The Board agreed to approve a Subordination Agreem ent for Weldon 

Sassnett stating that Walton County agrees to be th e second lien holder on 

the mortgage.  The Board agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Superviso r, advised that a 

permit from the Corp of Engineers is required for t he No Wake Zone in Hewitt 

Bayou.  The Board directed Mrs. Williams to proceed  with obtaining the Corp 

of Engineers permit and necessary documents.  This item will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Shirl Williams to take t he extra computer 

located in the Planning and Zoning Department home for a couple of weeks to 

work on finalizing the Comprehensive Plan.  This it em will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Sheriff Quinn McMillian appeared before the Board to request permission 

to proceed with a lease/purchase agreement to purch ase 18 new patrol cars.  

The total cost of the purchase is approximately $14 8,521.66.  The first 

payment to the financial institution is due on Octo ber 1, 1997.  The funds 

for the lease/purchase will be placed in the Fine a nd Forfeiture budget for 

fiscal year 1997-98.  The Board agreed to allow She riff McMillian to proceed 

with the lease/purchase agreement to obtain 18 new patrol cars.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a letter from the Liberty Volu nteer Fire Department 

that they will hold a chicken fry at the fire stati on on King Lake Road and 
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invite all Commissioners.  They also requested a su rplused ambulance when 

available. 

 Mr. Bell presented the recommendation from Preble- Rish regarding the 

Oak Grove Bridge bid.  Mr. Greg Preble is recommend ing the bid be awarded to 

Murphree Bridge Corporation in the amount of $111,4 65.04.  The Board agreed 

to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that the Community Qual ity of Life Workshop 

will be held on May 16, 1997, in Panama City. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from the Tri-Village F ire District 

regarding Hepatitis B shots for the fire department  personnel.  The cost of 

the three part series of shots is $150.00 per emplo yee.  The Board agreed to 

look into the County's health insurance policy to s ee if the Hepatitis B 

shots would be covered for county ambulance employe es at no cost.  The Board 

directed Mr. Bell to speak with Dr. Susan Turner at  the Health Department to 

negotiate the price of the shots for the Tri-Villag e Fire Department 

employees. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board of a letter from Joseph  Griffith, Jr. 

stating that he would like to film on the beach nea r Seaside.  Vehicles will 

not be used on the beach. 

 The Board agreed to advertise for a public hearing  on May 13, 1997 at 

3:00 p.m., to consider a Walton County Beach Ordina nce.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board of a meeting to be held  on May 8, 1997 at 

Sandestin to discuss Topsail Hill. 

 Mr. Bell advised of the Aetna Seminar for county e mployees scheduled 

for May 7, 1997 in the Boardroom. 

 The Board agreed to hire three part-time EMTs:  Mi chael Thomas, James 

Carter and Russell Hilligoss.  This item will be pl aced on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board agreed to advertise for bids to sell two  District 1 Ford Tri-

axle Dump Trucks.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda.  The Board 

agreed to hold a county auction in September 1997. 

 The Board agreed to advertise for a public hearing  to amend the 

District 4 budget to accept funds from DSRs and sur plus equipment sales.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Infinger advised that the affidavits are signed regarding 
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accepting roads in District 3 for maintenance. 

 The Board directed Attorney Miller to respond to t he letter by Mrs. 

Sexton regarding her broken windshield. 

 The Board discussed the fuel report discrepancies in the districts. 

 Mr. Bell presented the applications received for S hop 

Manager/Purchasing Agent, Grants and Special Projec ts Coordinator and 

Personnel Director.  The Board discussed the wage a nd hour schedule prepared 

by Chairman Young. 

 The Board agreed to allow Commissioner Infinger to  hire Michael 

Singletary, Robert Bryan and Henry Gainey as full-t ime in District 3.  These 

individuals are three employees that were laid-off in District 3.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Paul stated that he could not attend the Workshop 

scheduled for 1:00 p.m. today. 

 The Board recessed for lunch. 

 Chairman Young called to order the advertised Work shop to discuss the 

countywide road paving plan. 

 Chairman Young suggested to borrow or take from Ge neral Fund reserves 

six million dollars to be divided, one million doll ars for Districts 1, 2, 3 

and 4 and two million dollars to District 5. 

 Ralph Rish presented maps of each district with th e prioritized roads 

outlined.  The Board agreed with the maps and list of roads. 

 Chairman Young called to order the advertised Work shop to discuss a 

centralized road and bridge plan. 

 Mr. Bell presented the organizational chart listin g a County Engineer 

at the top.  The Board agreed to begin the process to advertise for a County 

Engineer. 

 Commissioner Porter received permission from Commi ssioner Infinger to 

use the old District 3 Yard as a storage place for District 4. 

 There being no further business, Chairman Young ad journed the Workshop 

at 2:45 p.m. 

 

APPROVED:__________________________ 

William A. Young, Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


