
 

                                    REGULAR WORKSHOP 

                                    APRIL 23, 1990 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a regular workshop session 

on Monday, April 23, 1990, at 8:00 A.M., in the County Commission Boardroom in the Walton County 

Courthouse. 

 The following Board Members were present:  Chairman Sam Pridgen, Vice-Chairman Donald D. 

Brown, Commissioner W.F. Miles, and Commissioner Robert G. Fleet.  Commissioner Wilson Holley was 

absent due to illness.  The County's Administrative Supervisor, Mr. Ronnie E. Bell, was also present. 

 Chairman Pridgen opened the workshop for discussions. 

 Mr. Paul McCartney, representing the firm of Barrett, Daffin, and Carlan, appeared before the 

Board to advise that the Department of Environmental Regulations (DER) is pleased with the present 

operation of the County Landfill, but have some concerns about the adequacy of the information acquired 

from the ground water monitoring wells.  Mr. McCartney reviewed the scope of work required to provide 

DER with the necessary information.  The work would be done in three phases.  The cost of the second and 

third phases would be determined, to a large degree, by the type of information provided during the first 

phase.  The cost of the first phase would be approximately $25,000.00 to $30,000.00.  Commissioner Fleet 

stated that he would like more information before making a decision.  Discussion followed.  Mr. 

McCartney stated that the Walton County Landfill is an ideal location for a regional landfill facility.  Mr. 

McCartney further advised that he believes if the County continues to show progress to meet the 

requirements of DER then no time constraints will be placed on the County.  The Board thanked Mr. 

McCartney. 

 Mr. Jerry Schnitzius, of Environmental Waste Systems (EWS), appeared before the Board to 

present a recycling proposal to the Board for consideration.  Mr. Schnitzius gave an overview of the 

proposal and stated that a similar system has been implemented in Okaloosa County and has been more 

successful than he had originally anticipated.   Discussion followed.  Commissioner Fleet advised that he 

would be "more comfortable" dealing with EWS and that he would like to begin a pilot recycling program 

in South Walton.  Vice-Chairman Brown advised that he believes placing raw garbage in landfills will be 

"outlawed" in the not-too-distant future.  Mr. Schnitzius' associate stated that Vice-Chairman Brown has a 

valid concern, but that EWS is technologically able to "keep up with" the advancing requirements of DER:  

more so than the municipalities.  Mr. Schnitzius advised that EWS would like to be considered as a part of 

the long-term solution to the County's waste disposal and recycling dilemma.  He further stated that EWS is 

willing to implement a pilot recycling program for South Walton County at Commissioner Fleet's request.  

Mr. Schnitzius issued an invitation to the Commissioners to visit and view the transfer station in Okaloosa 

County.  The Board thanked Mr. Schnitzius and his associate. 
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 Mr. Joseph Tranquillo, chief engineer for Southern Culvert, appeared before the board to submit 

fabric samples for ground stabilization, erosion and sediment control, and asphalt overlay.  Discussion on 

the fabric and box culverts followed.  The Board recommended that Mr. Tranquillo and his associate 

contact Mr. Kermit George, engineer, and Mr. Ronnie Hudson, Public Works Director. 

 Mr. Bell advised that he has submitted a copy of Gulf American Cable Group's proposed cable 

television franchise agreement for Mr. Miller's review. 

 Mr. Bell advised that Ordinance 85-2 should be amended to include other contractual licenses and 

to clarify the penalties and procedures for applying for those licenses.  The Board agreed that the County 

should begin the procedure to require occupational licenses. 

 The Board agreed that Mr. William Coon, Shop Foreman, and Commissioner Holley should have 

the authority to hire applicants to fill the two vacant mechanics positions.  The board also agreed that Mr. 

Bell has the authority to hire an applicant to fill the vacant Courthouse custodian position. 

 Mr. Bell further advised that RFP's for an architect's services to evaluate future Courthouse 

expansion and old jail renovations would be opened at 10:00 A.M. this morning. 

 Commissioner Fleet stated that the County's jet ski ordinance should be amended to be more 

specific and more inclusive. 

 Commissioner Fleet further stated that some developers in Bay County are planning to open 

Phillip's Inlet to the Gulf of Mexico.  This may ultimately result in Walton County losing a large amount of 

beach footage. 

 Commissioner Fleet advised that some thought should be given to the inevitable future purchase of 

hangers to transport water across the Choctawhatchee Bay Bridge from North Walton County to South 

Walton County. 

 Commissioner Fleet further advised that the Corps of Engineers has offered to perform approximate 

delineations to determine how the proposed airport sites "measure up" in regards to wetlands.  This service 

will be free of charge. 

 Commissioner Fleet informed the other members of the Board that South Walton resident has 

requested permission to open a County easement adjacent to his property to leave as a dirt road.  According 

to the property owner, the County will not be asked to maintain the road unless it is eventually brought up 

to County specifications.  The property owner has also expressed that he will pay for the opening of the 

easement.  Commissioner Fleet stated that he has no objection to this. 

 Commissioner Fleet stated that he has reviewed the proposed County personnel policies and, in his 

opinion, the minimum education level of personnel is too low and that revisions should be made to the 

sections regarding leave time payment. 

 Chairman Pridgen advised that the Sheriff's Department has scheduled an auction.  If any other 
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County departments have items to be included in the auction, they may contact the Sheriff's Department. 

 Mr. Bruce Ward, County Extension Agent, advised the Board that his office is attempting to 

instigate an educational program in conjunction with the proposed future recycling and/or composting 

facility for the County. 

 Vice-Chairman Brown advised that he is very anxious to meet with the team of researchers from the 

University of Florida concerning their study of anaerobic composting.  Mrs. Becky Young, Home 

Economist, advised that she has arranged for a representative from the research team to attend the Regular 

Meeting of May 8, 1990.  Vice-Chairman Brown urged an earlier meeting. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle, Chief Deputy Clerk, reviewed the letters to the Board. 

 Ms. Jackie White, representative of Visions Service Plans, appeared before the Board to present a 

plan for eye care insurance and eye care discounts.  The Board thanked Ms. White. 

 Mrs. Ingle reminded the Board that the time to begin the Summer Youth Employment Program is 

almost here.  She asked for the Board's direction in this matter.  Vice-Chairman Brown urged that some 

guidelines be established. 

 Chairman Pridgen adjourned the workshop. 

 

                                    APPROVED:___________________________ 

                                                Sam Pridgen, Chairman 

 

ATTEST:_____________________________ 

          Catherine King, Clerk  


