
                             WORKSHOP 

                          APRIL 26, 1999 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, April 26, 1999, at 8:30  a.m., in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following members were present:  Chairman Joel  Paul, Jr., Vice-

Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Gene Ry an, Commissioner Randall 

Infinger, and Commissioner Herman Walker.  Ronnie E . Bell, Administrative 

Supervisor, and Mr. Dan Bodiford, Clerk of Courts, were also present. 

 Chairman Paul called the meeting to order followed  by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Mrs. Suedelle Wilkerson, Finance Supervisor, prese nted the Expenditure 

Approval List consisting of the following bills: 
 
   General Fund       $127,616.93 
   County Transportation Trust     94,636.03 
   Mosquito Control                   650.02 
   Library                          1,291.78 
   Solid Waste Enterprise             554.42 
   Liberty VFD                         26.65 
   Section 8 Housing                  132.16 
   TDC/AmSouth                     47,393.69 
   SHIP                             2,178.38 

 

 The Board approved payment to Emergency Medical Se rvices, Tallahassee, 

Florida, in the amount of $50.00 each for permittin g of two (2) ambulance 

chassis'.  This item was placed on the consent agen da. 

 The Board approved the payment of bills as present ed on the EAL and 

placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 Ms. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Super visor, informed the 

Commissioners that a refund in the amount of $11,60 0.00 was received from the 

sale of a home on the First-time Homebuyers Program .  Ms. Williams 

recommended placing the funds back in the First-tim e Homebuyers account 

enabling other applicants to apply for the funds. T he Board approved and 

placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 Ms. Williams informed the Commissioners that Cryst al Lake final plat 

will be presented during Tuesday's regular meeting.   A letter of credit in 

the amount of $344,366.00 is being presented pendin g improvements. The 

proposed project, Retreat, will also be presented f or final plat approval. 

 Ms. Williams presented a proposal from Hall Engine ering for a traffic 

count to formulate a plan for CR30A.  Several of th e Commissioners felt that 
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another firm should perform the study due to proble ms in the past.  

Commissioner Butler advised that time is short and the study should be 

performed within 90 days.  This item will be discus sed further during 

Tuesday's regular scheduled Board meeting. 

 The Board granted tentative approval for Ken Littl e and Dan Trotman, 

Code Enforcement Officers, to attend a certificatio n course in code 

enforcement in Tallahassee during the month of May at a cost of $895.00 each.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Ms. Williams advised the Board that Mr. Luther Ate s has resigned from 

the SHIP Committee due to health problems and reque sted the Board consider 

appointing a replacement. No action was taken. 

 Ms. Gail Cole, Walton County Vocational-Technical School, appeared 

before the Commissioners requesting to administer t he summer youth employment 

program.  Ms. Cole also introduced Ms. Donna Rice, Stacey Gates, and Wendy 

Carter, Facilitators for the school-to-work program .  

 Ms. Gates presented an overview of the program and  explained that the 

program is an opportunity for students to job shado w someone in their field 

of interest. Ms. Gates also requested the Commissio ners to participate in the 

program by speaking to the students. 

 Discussion was held relating to hiring a number of  students for summer 

employment.  The Commissioners agreed to provide th e number of students the 

County is willing to hire and allow the facilitator s to interview and place 

the students in the various positions. 

 Mr. Raymond Royer, resident of Oakwood Hills, appe ared before the 

Commissioners and voiced concern with people placin g septic tanks to close to 

water wells.  The Board directed Mr. Royer to conta ct the Health Department. 

 Mr. Terry Adair, Perix Industries, appeared before  the Board and 

presented information regarding a product called Pe rma Zyme Soil Stabilizer.  

Mr. Adair explained the various uses and procedures  for using the product.  

He also explained that the product costs considerab ly less than the current 

method of using lime and top shield. The estimated cost is $3,500.00 per half 

mile. The Commissioners agreed to meet with Mr. Ada ir on an individual basis 

for a demonstration. 

 The Commissioners recessed briefly. 

 Ms. Angie Biddle, Grants Coordinator, and Mr. Tom Blackshear, Planner, 

appeared before the Commissioners regarding the Loc al Mitigation Strategy 

Grant. Mr. Blackshear explained that they have rece ived $29,900.00 of the 
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$74,000.00 and requested to hire someone to assist in preparing the digitized 

maps for Walton County.  Mr. Blackshear recommended  advertising a RFQ for a 

consultant to prepare the maps due to the cost of h iring in-house labor for 

this position. He further stated that once the mone y is received, then any 

remaining funds could be used to hire an individual  for this position and for 

the purchase of necessary equipment. The Board agre ed to discuss this item 

further during Tuesday's meeting. 

 Mr. Tommy Yates, Argyle Volunteer Fire Department,  appeared before the 

Commissioners requesting assistance in purchasing a  new tanker truck, 

allowing the fire department to repay the loan over  a five year period.  Mr.  

Yates stated that Deep South Truck and Equipment Sa les, Incorporated, has the 

type of truck needed at a cost of $37,050.00.  

 The Board approved to finance the purchase of a ta nker truck in the 

amount $37,050.00 for the Argyle Volunteer Fire Dep artment, allowing for 

repayment over a five year period.  A budget amendm ent will be prepared for 

this action.  This item will be placed on the conse nt agenda. 

 Mr. Charles Carlan, Carlan Killam Architectural Fi rm, appeared before 

the Commissioners and presented an update on the ja il administration and 

courthouse renovations. Mr. Carlan explained that h e met with each 

constitutional officer and based to their space nee d, there has been an 

overall increase from the original estimate in tota l square footage and cost.  

 Mr. Carlan introduced the following members of his  staff who are also 

working on the project: Mr. Finley Scotchdopole, Mr . Mike Hayes, Ms. Diana 

Snyder, and Ms. Fenglei Zheng. Each of the individu als presented a summary of 

the architectural drawings for the facilities. 

 Mr. Jim Pilcher, Leon County Public Works Departme nt, appeared before 

the Board and explained how Leon County utilizes th e private road paving 

ordinance. Mr. Pilcher stated that once right-of-wa y is obtained and the road 

paved, then the County will assess the cost to the property owners, which can 

be paid back over an eight year period. Mr. Pilcher  advised the Commissioners 

to obtain 100% approval from the property owners on  any road being requested 

for paving. The Commissioner thanked Mr. Pilcher fo r attending the meeting. 

 Mr. Rory Cassidy, Environmental Waste Systems, app eared before the 

Board to present an update on their services being provided to South Walton 

County. 

 Mr. Sam Simms, District 5 resident, explained to t he Commissioners that 

when the County performed the survey on San Juan St reet, his property survey 
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markers were removed and requested the Board replac e them.  Commissioner 

Butler will look into the matter. 

 Mrs. Lynda Robinson, Human Resource Officer, appea red before the 

Commissioners and presented several personnel matte rs. 

 The Board approved to hire Ms. Monica Taylor at $5 .90 per hour, 

Janitorial position, and Mr. Robert Buck at $7.70 p er hour, Maintenance 

worker, Courthouse Maintenance Department.  The Boa rd also approved to hire 

Mr. Jimmy Grant as an alternate at $6.90 per hour i f Mr. Buck declines.  This 

item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Robinson presented the revised job descriptio ns and salaries, and 

organizational chart for the Tourist Development Co uncil as recommended by 

Kriss Titus and Lynda Robinson.  

 The Board approved to hire Mr. Raymond Whoolery an d Ms. Debra Eimers at 

$8.00 per hour, Tourist Development Council, Beach Maintenance, or Mr. Robert 

Fitzgerald as an alternate.  This item will be plac ed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to hire the following individua ls for TDC: Ms. 

Pamela Alonso, Executive Secretary, at $10.00 per h our; Marsha Shanklin, 

Sales and Marketing, at $15.00 per hour; Ms. Doroth y Ross, Information 

Specialist, at $7.75 per hour.  This item will be p laced on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved to hire Mr. Johnny Melvin at $9 .00 per hour as 

Safety Inspector and approved Mr. John Davis as the  alternate.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to hire Mr. Jeff Burgess at $9. 50 per hour as 

Building Inspector and approved Ms. Cynthia Boudrea u as the alternate.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved payment in the amount of $285.2 5 to the Tallahassee 

Democrat for advertisement of the Public Works Dire ctor's position. This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved payment in the amount of $1,383 .07 to the Florida 

Association of Counties Trust for review of two emp loyment dispute cases.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved a pay increase for Mr. Ralph Mi ller, Assistant 

Foreman, District 2, from $10.35 to $10.80 per hour  for outstanding 

performance and obtaining a CDL class A License.  T his item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved a pay increase for Mr. Wilmer S tafford, Bridge Crew 
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Supervisor, from $13.62 to $14.42 per hour.  This i tem will be placed on the 

consent agenda. Mr. Stafford's pay was not increase d upon his six month 

evaluation. 

 The Board approved to advertise for a replacement for Jaimie Knight's 

position as Park Attendant.  This item was placed o n the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to advertise for the position o f Laborer, Bridge 

Crew.  This item will be placed on the consent agen da. 

 The Board approved to advertise for the position o f Road Foreman, 

District 5, to replace Allen Brown who is being tra nsferred to another 

position.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Robinson advised the Commissioners that grant  funds relating to 

Section 8 Housing have been approved.  She advised that Ms. Lula Burnham's 

salary, $17.29 per hour, is paid from the grant fun ds and requested 

authorization to continue paying her at that rate. Commissioner Walker, who 

oversees the Section 8 Housing Department, will rev iew the information.   

 The Board approved to extend the five DCT student' s employment 

positions through the summer and approve to fund a summer youth program for 

ten additional students at $5.15 per hour for Count y Offices, allowing the 

Health Department and the Tax Collector to fund the ir own positions for DCT 

Students. This item will be placed on the consent a genda. 

 Mrs. Robinson informed the Commissioners that inte rviews for the 

position of Public Works Director have been set for  Tuesday, May 4, 1999, at 

9:00 p.m. Mrs. Robinson advised the Commissioners t hat Mr. Miner will be 

certified as a P.E. Engineer in the State of Florid a by the time interviews 

will be conducted, therefore, he will be included i n the interview process 

due to the fact that he meets the requirement of be ing certified.  

 Discussion was held relating to TDC's organization al chart.  

Commissioner Walker questioned Ms. Titus regarding a situation of nepotism 

that would exist if the chart is approved. Mr. Walk er stated that Ms. Lana 

Barley would be in direct supervision of her sister , Ms. Judy Collinsworth.  

Ms. Titus advised the Commissioners that Lana would  only supervise Judy in 

the event that she herself was away from the office .  She further clarified 

that Lana would not be responsible in any way for J udy's employment status. 

The Commissioners requested that Ms. Titus review t he pay scaleto bring it 

closer in line with the County's and present it aga in tomorrow. 

 Mr. Langdon Haynes, Purchasing Agent, appeared bef ore the Commissioners 

to present information relating to the following pu rchases.  
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 The Board approved the purchase of three (3) copie rs at a   cost of 

$850.00 each from Quill Office Supply, for the Land fill, EMS, and County 

Shop.  This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Howard Bass, Advanced Copy, addressed the Comm issioners regarding 

the low quality of the requested purchase. He state d that the machines would 

require excessive maintenance costs and requested t he Commissioners review 

the situation before making a decision. 

 The Board approved the purchase of a Lanear Voice Writer in the amount 

of $982.00 from Lanear Worldwide Inc., for the Tour ist Development Council.  

This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the purchase of fire equipment in the amount of 

$20,336.75 from NAFECO, for the Darlington/Gaskin V olunteer Fire Department.  

This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to advertise for bids for the p urchase of a 3/4 ton 

pick-up truck for the Landfill from recycling grant  funds and transfer the 

flatbed to the Stabilization Crew.  This item was p laced on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Haynes requested approval to advertise for RFQ 's for the 

installation of a box culvert, District 1.  The Boa rd approved the request 

and placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved a request for the Darlington/Ga skin VFD to purchase 

a floating pump in the amount of $1,700.00 from Fir e Fighters Equipment 

Company, Jacksonville, Florida.  This item was plac ed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to advertise for quotes for the  purchase of eight 

(8) fax machines for the volunteer fire departments . This item was placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the purchase of backflow preven tative equipment at a 

cost of $635.00 from Instrument Specialties, Inc., for the Courthouse 

Maintenance Department. This item will be placed on  the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to pay for repairs to the two H umane Society 

vehicles until a contract is renegotiated.  This it em will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Haynes advised the Board that a budget amendme nt needs to be 

prepared to cover the cost of equipment purchased f or District 3 in the 

amount of $18,193.00 and a 1 ton truck for District  4 in the amount of 

$26,675.00. Mr. Haynes stated that after paying for  this equipment, all of 

the funds in the Local Option Gas Tax fund have bee n expended for this 
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current year. 

Commissioner Infinger advised that District 3 is in  need of a bush cutter and 

funds need to be transferred to cover the purchase.  

 The Board approved to provide a dumpster to Ms. Li nda Roberts, of W.C. 

Currington Road, District 1, to clean up an old mob ile home site.  This item 

was placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved travel expenditures for Mr. Ste ve Toepper, Library 

Director, to attend the Florida Library Association s annual meeting, May 4-7, 

1999, and approved the use of a county vehicle.  Th is item was placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a new policy regarding the Expe nditure Approval List 

and discontinuing the bill paying session held ever y other Tuesday.  The 

Board decided to discuss this issue further during Tuesday's regular 

scheduled Board meeting. 

 The Commissioners approved right-of-entry forms fo r Mr. Doyle 

Richardson, Harbuck Road, and Geoffrey Van Cleve, L ong Road. This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for the Walton County Special O lympics to use the 

county van to assist in transporting the Special Ol ympics team to Kissimmee 

for competition.  Mr. Bell stated that the insuranc e company has designated 

this as an allowable use.  This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter for the Commissioners review from Mr. Jack 

Arthur of Preble-Rish, concerning the scope of work  for the roads under the 

CDBG Grant.  

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that a representative f rom COX 

Communications will be at Tuesday's Board Meeting t o request a transfer of 

the TWC Cable Partners franchise to COX Communicati ons Gulf Coast, LLC.  

 Mr. Bell presented a proposal from Government Serv ices Group Inc., to 

assist the County in its' fire assessment program.  The Commissioners 

approved the expenditure of $12,500.00 for administ ering the program.  This 

item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented the appraisals for the property  located to the North 

of Burdick Avenue that is being considered for the Health Department site.  

The appraised value was submitted in the amount of $86,000.00 and the asking 

price is $100,000.00.  The Board approved payment t o Teal and Waters in the 

amount of $400.00 for the appraisal. This item was placed on the consent 

agenda. 
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 The Board approved a request from Mr. Bell for an interdepartmental 

budget amendment in the amount of $13,108.00 to tra nsfer monies from the OMB 

budget to the Administrative Supervisor's budget fo r salary and related 

expenses for the transfer of Ms. Betty Hunt. This i tem will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell reminded the Commissioners of the meeting  scheduled for 

tomorrow concerning the negotiations with Hartman a nd Associates. 

 The Board approved to surplus two (2) external wat erproof speakers off 

of an EMS vehicle (A6) located at the County Shop a nd transfer the speakers 

to the Sheriff's Department.  This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell informed the Commissioners of a workshop regarding the 

Workforce Investment Act to be held on April 29 at Okaloosa Walton Community 

College. 

 The Board approved to submit a letter to the Metro politan Planning 

Organization approving that District 5's bike path enhancement projects be 

included in D.O.T.'s next year funding.  This item was placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented information for the Commissione rs review from Mr. 

Jim McFarland regarding his time-line and project c ost for the Mossy Head 

land swap with the Division of Forestry. 

 Mr. Bell presented a draft for the renovations of the Purchasing 

facilities which are to be located at the blue buil ding near the County Shop. 

Mr. Bell stated that the work will be performed wit h in-house labor. 

Commissioner Walker voiced concern with the Purchas ing Department trying to 

handle too much for the County. He feels that the D istrict's should be 

allowed to make some of the necessary purchases.  

 The Board approved for Mr. Charles McMillan, Maint enance Supervisor, 

Ms. Martha Ingle, Budget Officer, and Mr. Dan Bodif ord to prepare the details 

for the budget amendment for the renovations of the  blue building.  This item 

was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell informed the Commissioners that the City of DeFuniak Springs 

approved for the EMS facility to be located at the Farmer's Market for a 

period of 18 months, at which time the trailer woul d have to be relocated due 

to the City ordiance relating to mobile homes.  The refore, Mr. Charles 

McMillan prepared estimated costs for the construct ion of a permanent 

structure in the amount of $60,000.00 for a 4,000 s quare foot facility. The 

Board agreed that this would be more beneficial and  approved for Mr. Bell and 



April 26, 1999-Workshop 

Prepared by: D. Cordle          9 

 

Mr. Bodiford to prepare a budget amendment for the construction of a 

permanent building to be located at the Farmer's Ma rket for an EMS facility.  

This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Butler requested approval to advertis e for bids to pave 

Thompson Road, District 5.  He explained that he ha s received the 

environmental permits and the estimated cost will b e $84,000.00 for paving.  

The Board approved to advertise for bids to pave Th ompson Road contingent 

upon availability of funds in the Transportation Tr ust Budget.  This item was 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Butler requested approval to place li mestone on Birmingham 

Street, Seagrove Beach, District 5.  Mr. Butler exp lained that the residents 

have agreed to pay for the cost of the lime if the County will spread it.  

Mr. Butler further requested to accept Birmingham S treet for County 

maintenance. The Board agreed to discuss this issue  further tomorrow. 

 Ms. Meg Stevenson, South Walton Community Council,  appeared before the 

Board requesting support for the  Eastern Lake Neig hborhood Association.  Ms. 

Stevenson stated that there are three lots designat ed as wetlands that would 

be good for a county park and requested the Board a pply for a grant under the 

Florida Communities Trust Program. She advised the Commissioners of an 

individual who is willing to prepare the necessary documentation for the 

grant. No action was taken.  

 Mr. Butler advised that he will be presenting esti mated costs for the 

repair of a drainage problem on Little Canal Drive.  

 Commissioner Ryan advised the Commissioners that M r. Jack McNullty of 

DEP, is researching the possibility of moving the z one of discharge for the 

water out of the Landfill, using a natural filtrati on process. 

 Mr. Ryan also informed the Board that FEMA has dec lared that all future 

bridges in Walton County will be constructed to 24 feet between railings. 

 The Board approved the purchase of four (4) 800 mh z radios in the 

amount of $400.00 each, one for the Right-of-way Fo reman, Utility Inspector, 

Public Works Director, and one to be assigned.  Thi s item was placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Ryan informed the Commissioners of a 10 ton cr ane and a 5000 gallon 

tank, that is available from surplus.  Mr. Ryan wil l obtain further 

information and present it back to the Board at a l ater date. 

 The Board approved for Brooks Davis and Nelson Min er to travel to 

Okalahoma at no expense to the County, to obtain in formation relating to the 
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RACO machine.  This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Wally Bair addressed the Commissioners regardi ng traffic problems 

in South Walton and the additional problems that ma y be created by paving 

Thompson Road. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was a djourned at 5:30 p.m. 

  

                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  Joel Paul, Jr., C hairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


