
                             WORKSHOP 

                          APRIL 27, 1998 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, April 27, 1998 at 8:30 a.m., in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Jo el Paul, Jr., Commissioner 

Randall Infinger and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  R onnie E. Bell, 

Administrative Supervisor, was also present. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Ms. Jackie Malone, Chairperson of the State Housin g Initiatives 

Partnership of Walton County, appeared before the B oard and requested that 

SHIP funds be allocated for the City of DeFuniak Sp rings and Paxton.  Ms. 

Malone also presented the SHIP Committee's recommen dation regarding property 

owned by Ms. Janice Faye Fountain.  The Committee r ecommended that Walton 

County retain the SHIP loan and not release Ms. Fou ntain of the mortgage and 

no further work be considered for the property.  Th e Commissioners agreed to 

place both of these items on the consent agenda for  approval. 

 Mr. Harlin Nelson, resident of Phillips Drive, Dis trict 1,  appeared 

before the Commissioners and presented a petition s igned by the residents of 

Phillips Drive requesting assistance for road maint enance.   

 Commissioner Paul stated that the County maintains  the first portion of 

the road and suggested that the residents consider an MSBU to pave the other 

portion of the road.  

 The Board agreed for District 1 to perform emergen cy maintenance on 

Phillips Drive.  This item will be placed on the co nsent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to refund $450 to Mr. Carl Reynol ds for a variance 

because of duplicate payment.  This item will be pl aced on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mrs. Lynda Robinson, Human Resource Officer, appea red before the Board 

and presented information and related costs from th e Bridgeway Center and the 

COPE Center regarding an Employee Assistance Progra m.  Mrs. Robinson stated 

that the cost would be approximately $250 per month  for an average of 500 

employees.  The service would provide three free vi sits and subsequently bill 

the employees insurance.  An option would be for th e facility to bill Walton 
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County for services rendered.  Mrs. Robinson advise d that the program needs 

to be initiated since Walton County is working unde r a drug free policy.  

 The Board agreed to table this issue for further r eview. 

 The Board approved to clarify personnel policy 16. 80 requiring medical 

proof when an employee is out three days or more on  sick leave.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Robinson requested the Board adopt a policy r egarding the loss of 

a CDL license.  Discussion followed regarding the d uties and pay of an 

employee while not operating equipment because of t he loss of their license. 

Commissioner Paul suggested changing the requiremen t for an employee to hold 

a Class A license to enable him to pull other equip ment. 

 The Board agreed for the Personnel Committee to re view the situation 

regarding driver's license and report back to the B oard in one month. 

 Mrs. Robinson requested the Board purchase an addi tional computer for 

the Human Resource Department costing approximately  $3,000 to provide the 

necessary equipment to run an HR program and Window s 95.  

 The Board approved the purchase of a computer for the Human Resource 

Department.  This item will be placed on the consen t agenda. 

 Mr. Jerry Fountain, Purchasing Agent, presented th e bid results for bid 

#98-111, paving of Laird Road, District 4. The foll owing five bids were 

received: 
   Edward M. Chadbourne, Inc., Pensacola, Florida    $128,019.88  
   Florida Grading & Paving, Inc., Milton, Florida   $225,766.00 
   White Construction Co., Inc., Chiefland, Florida   $163,433.00 
   Couch Construction, L.P., Shalimar, Florida       $136,314.00 
   Grainger Asphalt Paving, Inc., Panama City, FL    $237,590.00 

 

 The Board awarded bid #98-111 to the low bidder, E dward M. Chadbourne, 

Inc., in the amount of $128,019.88.  This item will  be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain presented the bid results for bid #98 -108, 14' Flatbed 

Dump Truck, District 5.  The following bids were re ceived: 
   Coffman International, Inc., Dothan, Al           $46,300.00 
   Gulf Coast Truck & Equipment, Montgomery Al       $58,586.16 
   Orville Beckford Ford, Milton, Fl                 $47,741.00 
   Orville Beckford Ford, (alternate bid)            $43,571.60 
   Orville Beckford Ford, (alternate bid)             $44,834.60 

 

Mr. Fountain recommended awarding the bid to Orvill e Beckford Ford in the 

amount of $43.571.60.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain presented the bid results for bid #98 -109, Bush Hog, 



April 27, 1998 

Workshop 

                               3 

 

District 5.  Allsouth Machinery & Supply, Inc., Dot han, Alabama, submitted a 

No-Bid and J.D. Swearingen Equipment Company, Inc.,  Marianna, Florida, 

submitted the only bid of $5,953.00.  The Board awa rded bid #98-109 to J.D. 

Swearingen in the amount of $5,953.00.  This item w ill be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain presented the following three bids fo r bid #98-110, 

belting recycling conveyor for the Landfill: 
 
   Motion Industries Inc., Pensacola, Florida, $4,4 80.53  
   Davis Dyar Supply Co., Inc., Dothan, Al     $3,9 94.54 
   Recycling Systems & Services Co., Inc., Clearwat er, Florida  
     submitted a No-Bid, 

 

 The Board agreed to award bid #98-110 to the low b idder, Davis Dyar 

Supply Company in the amount of $3,994.54.  This it em will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain presented the following two quotes fo r lumber for District 

2 and 3: 
 
 Consolidated Ace, DeFuniak Springs, FL     $6,098. 48 
     Frank's Cash & Carry, Freeport, FL         $5, 871.60 

 

 The Board agreed to award the quote for lumber to the low bidder, 

Frank's Cash & Carry in the amount of $5,871.60.  T his item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to advertise for bids for the r esurfacing of C-183 

and new construction on Chestnut, Cedar, McCall, C. J. Laird Road, and 

McKinnon Bridge.  This item will be placed on the c onsent agenda. 

 The Board approved to pay overtime to the Courthou se Maintenance 

employees for April 27, 28, and 29th for relocating  the Public Defenders 

Office into the Sun Bank Building.  This item will be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved for the Florida Association of Counties Trust to 

hold a Sexual Harassment Workshop in DeFuniak Sprin gs on May 11, 1998.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved travel for the Commissioners an d Ronnie Bell to 

attend the FAC Annual Conference June 17-19, 1998, Marco Island, Florida.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board appointed Ronnie Bell to serve on the FA C Technical Assistant 

Advisory Council.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 
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 Mrs. Shirl Williams presented a letter from Mr. Ca rroll Kemp, President 

of the Economic Development Council, Inc., (EDC) st ating that Mr. Tom Powell, 

Executive Director of the EDC, was selected by the American Economic 

Development Council to receive the "Outstanding New  Developer of the Year 

Award" and requested the Board adopt a resolution i n recognition of Mr. 

Powell. 

 The Board agreed to adopt a resolution recognizing  Mr. Powell.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to grant a beach permit varianc e to Mr. Casey Durr, 

resident and registered voter of Walton County.  Th is item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to modify the April 14, 1998 co nsent agenda to 

include approval of a Special Events Permit for Mr.  Mike Meyer and approval 

to purchase a 2 wheel drive pick-up truck for Mr. R usty Floyd, Landfill 

Supervisor.  This item will be placed on the consen t agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Tri-County Commun ity Council 

requesting to manage the Section 8 Housing Program.   The Board declined the 

offer and appointed Commissioner Joel Paul to overs ee the activities of the 

Section 8 Housing Department for a period of one ye ar.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Mrs. Angie Biddle, Grants C oordinator, to attend 

the Post-Disaster Redevelopment Workshop on April 3 0, 1998, in Niceville, 

Florida.  This item will be placed on the consent a genda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Ms. Kim Quinn, Re gional Planner for 

the West Florida Regional Planning Council, regardi ng the Hazard Mitigation 

Grant Program FEMA Acquisition Project.  Ms. Quinn requested payment to 

Lindsay Gotshall in the amount of $825 for three ap praisals.  The Board 

agreed to pay for the appraisals.  This item will b e placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board agreed to advertise for bids for the pur chase of six (6) 

Motorola Radius portable radios for the Darlington- Gaskin Volunteer Fire 

Department.  This item will be placed on the consen t agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Mr. Don Brock of Regional Engineering, 

Inc., regarding a traffic signal at the intersectio n of Holiday Road and U.S. 

98.  Vice-Chairman Butler stated that he has a meet ing scheduled for this 

week to discuss the traffic light and will report b ack to the Board.  Mr. 
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Butler is looking into the possibility of obtaining  funds from the Department 

of Transportation. 

 The Board approved for County Employees, as appoin ted by Ronnie Bell, 

and the Commissioners, to attend the "Customer Serv ice and Constituent 

Criticism in the Public Sector" Workshop in Mariann a on May 15, 1998.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to adopt a resolution designating  1998 as the "Year of 

the Ocean".  This item will be placed on the consen t agenda. 

 Mr. Lloyd Blue appeared before the Board and reque sted the Board adopt 

a resolution correcting a scrivener's error on a 10  acre parcel of property 

located on Mac Bayou Road and U.S. Highway 98 owned  by Mr. Jim McMurry and 

himself. The property was shown as state owned land  in error.  The Board 

agreed to adopt a resolution correcting the error.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Angie Biddle requested authorization to submi t application for 

grant funding for the Walton County Libraries in th e amount of $103,500.  The 

County would be responsible for matching one-third of the funds, $34,500, 

which can be in-kind services such as the Librarian s salaries. 

 The Board agreed for Mrs Biddle to apply for the m atching grant funds 

on behalf of the Libraries.  This item will be plac ed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to grant a beach bonfire permit  variance to the 

Friends of the Coastal Branch Library for a fundrai ser that will be held on 

May 1, 1998.  This item will be placed on the conse nt agenda. 

 Mrs. Suedelle Wilkerson, Finance Supervisor, prese nted the Expenditure 

Approval List consisting of the following bills: 
   General Fund     $189,678.96 
   County Transportation Trust   46,847.13 
   Fine & Forfeiture       1,019.00 
   Tourist Development      56,140.89 
               Library        2,162.17 
            Recreation Plat Fee            7,401.51  
            Solid Waste Enterprise      21,640.41 
   Darlington Fire Dept.          550.00 
                                  TOTAL    $325,440 .07 

 

The Board approved the bills for payment and placed  this item on the consent 

agenda. 

 Commissioner Porter requested approval for expendi tures relating to the 

construction of excel and decel lanes at Pleasant R idge, District 4, with an 

approximate cost of $4,000.  This item will placed on the consent agenda. 
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 Mrs. Wilkerson advised the Commissioners that she checked into the 

situation regarding Mr. Gerald Wilkerson's mileage reimbursement check and 

found that his account in which the check was writt en has been closed.  The 

Commissioners agreed to ask Attorney Miller to addr ess the situation. 

 Mr. Hilton Galloway, Auditor with Carr, Riggs, and  Ingram, LLP., 

presented the general purpose financial statements for the Walton County 

Health Department for the year ending June 30, 1997 .   

 Ms. Susan Turner, M.D., advised the Commissioners that steps have been 

implemented in-house to address any concerns which may have been raised from 

the audit. 

 Mr. Galloway also presented the annual report for Walton County and 

reviewed the financial statements and findings of c ompliance. 

 Mr. Galloway presented the annual report for the B oard of County 

Commissioners as part of the Walton County Annual R eport. Mr. Galloway stated 

that there are some concerns with bank reconciliati on, TDC complying with the 

purchase order system, and class C travel which sho uld be addressed. Mr. 

Galloway also addressed several issues regarding th e inspection of Section 8 

Housing units and the printing of 1099 forms. 

 Mr. Galloway made recommendations for correcting t he various concerns. 

 The Board approved for the Landfill to charge $21. 00 per ton to 

contractors for dumping debris beginning May 1, 199 8.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. Individuals will not be charged the $21.00 fee. 

 The Board approved to advertise for bids for an wo od burning 

incinerator for the Landfill.  This item will be pl aced on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Nelson Miner, County Engineer, advised the Boa rd that Sandy Creek 

Bridge has been closed because it failed the State inspection.  An estimated 

cost to have the bridge repaired would cost between  $150,000 and $160,000.  

Mr. Miner stated that the County could save approxi mately $140,000 by 

allowing the County bridge crew to make the repairs . 

 The Board approved for Mr. Miner to proceed with p reliminary work in 

preparation to construct a new bridge at Sandy Cree k (CR181C), District 1.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the purchase of a concrete buck et for the bridge 

crew with an approximate cost of $2,500.  This item  will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 
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 The Board approved to advertise for bids for a wel ding machine and 

torch kit for the bridge crew.  This item will be p laced on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved for Mrs. Martha Ingle, Budget O fficer, to obtain the 

pay-off cost on the crane and also authorized the p urchase of the crane.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Miner informed the Commissioners that he is wo rking on the problem 

located on Senterfitt Road regarding the fence bein g placed in the road. 

 The Board agreed to allow Mr. Miner to follow thro ugh with Hartman and 

Associates regarding the Landfill remediation.  Thi s item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Mr. Miner to purchase a new  fax machine for his 

office with an approximate cost of $300.00. 

 The Board approved for District 5 to purchase asph alt in the amount of 

$3,000 to $4,000 to pave the approaches to the East ern Lake Bridge.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Chairman Young informed the Commissioners that FEM A has toured the 

damaged areas in District 2 and there are two proje cts which FEMA personnel 

recommended be contracted out for repairs.  Mr. You ng advised that Nance Road 

and Sandy Ramp Road are both in need of extensive r epairs, which FEMA will 

pay for to the point of preparing the road for pavi ng.  The Board agreed to 

allow District 2 to obtain three quotes to present to FEMA for emergency 

repairs on Nance Road and Sandy Ramp Road.  This it em will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approve for Mr. Miner to obtain quotes t o prepare Sandspur 

Road, District 2, for paving.  This item will be pl aced on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Miner requested permission to coordinate a mee ting with each Road 

Foreman to get acquainted and become familiar with each district.  The Board 

agreed. 

 Mr. Malcolm Patterson, Executive Director of the S outh Walton Tourist 

Development Council, appeared before the Board to r equest authorization to 

re-order a quantity of printed material for distrib ution, not to exceed 

100,000 pieces or $6,275.00.  The Board agreed and placed this item on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the purchase of an additional r adio to be used as a 
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back-up for the Department of Corrections.  This it em will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Mr. Clifton Bell,  Jr., requesting 

permission to conduct an Income and Service Analysi s Survey in Walton County.  

The Commissioners advised that a survey of that nat ure is already being 

conducted. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Mrs. Donna Weekle y, Payroll/Insurance 

Specialist, regarding late filing of the 941 Quarte rly Report by the Finance 

Department.  Mrs. Weekley stated that she was infor med by the IRS that a ten 

percent penalty would be charged for late filing an d asked the Commissioners 

what action should be taken. 

 Mrs. Suedelle Wilkerson addressed the Board and st ated that she spoke 

with Ms. Thomas of the IRS who instructed her to su bmit a letter requesting 

an abatement of all penalties and interest and the request would be 

considered.  Mrs. Wilkerson also stated that no for m of penalty has been 

received at this time. 

 The Board approved to grant a beach permit varianc e to Mr. Mark 

Coffman.  This item will be placed on the consent a genda. 

 The Board approved to advertise to hold a public h earing to consider 

amending the Beach Ordinance to change the renewal date to be effective 

commencing in January of each year.  This item will  be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board agreed to refer a situation to Attorney Miller regarding a 

reimbursement check to the County for travel, from Mr. Gerald Wilkerson.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved three right-of-entry forms for the following three 

individuals:  Mary McFadden, Alcus Purvis, and Robe rt Wilkerson.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Commissioners agreed to meet every Tuesday, ot her than the Tuesday 

which is regularly scheduled as a Board Meeting day , to review the bills for 

payment.  This item will be placed on the consent a genda. 

 Mr. Bell informed the Commissioners of a meeting o n May 14, 1998, at 

10:00 a.m. in the Commission meeting room regarding  the CTST Team and DOT 

funding for safety issues.   

 The Board agreed to waive the bid procedure and pu rchase a copy machine 

for District 2 and District 3 from Copy Products of f of State Contract, in 
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the amount of $4,659.  The cost will be divided equ ally between District 2 

and 3.  This item will be placed on the consent age nda. 

 The Board approved the purchase of a computer for District 3 and piggy-

back the price from the Building Department's compu ter purchase.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to have an appraisal conducted on the clay pit 

offered for sale by Mr. Weeks, District 3.  This it em will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to have an appraisal on a 20 ac re parcel located 

near Walton High School, District 3, for the Wee Ca re Park. This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Infinger suggested assigning the truc k from Tri-County to 

the Shop.  The Board agreed. 

 Discussion was held regarding overtime pay for cou nty employees.  The 

Board agreed to change the Personnel Policy to stat e that each Commissioner 

may choose between paying overtime or compensatory time at his discretion. 

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to provide dumpsters to Mr. Cle arance Lee, CR 181-C 

and Mr. Wayne Brown, Red Hill Bridge Road, due to h ouse fires.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved a request for the use of a dump ster by a South 

Walton Group who will be cleaning up the area of th e Town of Santa Rosa.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Tom Powell stated that he has spoken with some  potential industrial  

clients who would like to locate their businesses i n Walton County.  However, 

the property sites selected are not currently zoned  industrial and would 

require a change to the Land Use Code.  Mr. Powell stated that because of the 

incomplete EAR report no further changes can be mad e and requested the 

Commissioners contact the Department of Community A ffairs to work out a 

format for completing the EAR as early as possible.    

 The Commissioners agreed to submit a letter to Gov ernor Chiles and the 

Legislators and authorized Vice-Chairman Butler, Mr . Tom Powell and Kassey 

Keys to travel to Tallahassee regarding the EAR rep ort. This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for District 5 to piggy-back pr ices off of District 

One's bid (Chadbourne) and pave Mullet Drive at an approximate cost of 
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$25,000.  This item will be placed on the consent a genda. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle requested, on behalf of the Flor ida Highway Patrol, 

approval to purchase five new radars.  Mrs. Ingle s tated that revenues of 

$360,215 were brought in during 1997 from the use o f radars.   

 The Board approved the purchase of five (5) radars  for the Florida 

Highway patrol in the amount of $10,250 and allow f ive (5) of the old radars 

to be given to the Walton County Sheriff's Departme nt. This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was a djourned at 1:45 p.m. 

 

                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  William A. Young,  Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


