
 

                              WORKSHOP 

                           APRIL 29, 1996 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, April 29, 1996, at 8:30  A.M., in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n Gordon Porter, 

Commissioner Charles C. Harris, Commissioner Virgin ia D. Pridgen, 

Commissioner Gerald Wilkerson and Commissioner Rosi er Cuchens, Jr.  The 

Board's Administrative Supervisor, Ronnie Bell, was  also present. 

 Chairman Porter called the meeting to order. 

 Dewey Wilson, Executive Director of Regional Utili ties, appeared before 

the Board to present the recommendation to award th e surplus property offered 

for bid by Florida Community Services Corp. of Walt on County to the following 

high bidders:  Jason Peter Stabell in the amount of  $20,526.00 for property 

with the legal description beginning as Commencing at the Northeast Corner of 

Phase I of Seabreeze Subdivision, as recorded in Pl at Book 9, Page 18, of the 

Public Records of Walton County, Florida, and Denni s L. Whitcomb in the 

amount of $13,510.00 for the property with the lega l description beginning as 

Commencing at the North Corner of Lot 3, Block A, C amp Creek Lake, as per 

Plat Book 5, Page 12, Public Records of Walton Coun ty, Florida.  The Board 

agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Alise Irwin, President of Friends of the Coastal B ranch Library, 

appeared before the Board to request a minimum of f ive acres of land at the 

anticipated Town Center location in South Walton Co unty for the new South 

Walton Library.  Ms. Irwin presented drawings of th e proposed building.  Ms. 

Irwin stated that the Friends of the Coastal Branch  Library have raised 

$91,000 thus far for the building.  Habitat for Hum anity has offered to 

provide labor and a source for materials.  The Boar d agreed to dedicate five 

acres located in a Town Center category for the Lib rary.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Tom Powell, Executive Director of the Economic Dev elopment Council, 

appeared before the Board to present the Interlocal  Agreement between 

Okaloosa and Walton Counties creating the Okaloosa- Walton Jobs and Education 

Partnership Regional Board.  The Board agreed to am end the agreement to 

alternate the service of Walton and Okaloosa Counti es' Chairperson or 
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designee as the Chief Local Elected Official.  Mr. Powell will make the 

correction on the agreement. 

 Mr. Powell presented a list of local business lead ers for the Board to 

choose five individuals to serve to represent Walto n County's interest on the 

Okaloosa-Walton Jobs and Education Partnership Regi onal Board.  The Board 

agreed to review the list and decide at the regular  meeting tomorrow. 

 Mr. Powell stated the the Board must approve three  individuals who 

represent organized labor and community based organ izations.  The Board 

agreed to review the nominees. 

 Matt Douglass appeared before the Board to request  that the following 

individuals be hired as stated.  Darryl Dixon, part -time paramedic; 

Christopher Laughery, part-time paramedic; David Br itts, part-time EMT; James 

Meadows, part-time EMT; Thomas Costello, part-time driver; and Edward 

Eubanks, full-time paramedic.  All applicants met t he necessary requirements.  

The Board agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Ronnie Bell, County Administrator, opened the adve rtised bids as 

follows: 
 
  Bid 96-109:  paving Deshazo Road, Blackwell 
  and Laird Hill, Intersection at Bottle Creek 
  Bridge. 
 
 Falcon Asphalt Corporation              NO BID 
 Panhandle Grading and Paving 
  S-1 Asphalt 2475 tons @ $35.75 ton      $ 88,481. 25 
  Primer      3827 gal  @ $ 1.20 gal      $  4,592. 40 
  Total                                   $ 93,073. 75 
 
 Florida Asphalt 
  S-1 Asphalt 2475 tons @ $40.99 ton      $101,450. 25 
  Primer      3827 gal  @ $ 2.25 gal      $  ,610.7 5 
  Total                                   $110,061. 00 
 
 Okaloosa Asphalt 
  S-1 Asphalt 2475 tons @ $34.95 ton      $ 86,501. 25 
  Primer      3827 gal  @ $ 1.25 gal      $  4,783. 75 
  Total                                   $ 91,285. 00 
 
This concluded the bids. 

 

 Mike Barker, Public Safety Director, appeared befo re the Board to 

request that Penny Keaton, currently a part-time 91 1 dispatcher, be placed on 

full-time employment with a 90 day probation period .  Commissioner Harris 

stated that he would like to receive a letter from Frank McCormick and Kent 

Bass, Environmental Officers, stating that they are  not interested in a 

dispatching position with the Public Safety Departm ent before he agrees to 

place Ms. Keaton on as full-time. 

 Mr. Bell suggested to designate Kent Bass as a Cod e Enforcement Officer 
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reporting to Shirl Williams at the Building Departm ent.  Mr. Bass would then 

be in charge of investigating County Code violation s and complaints.  Mr. 

Bass's salary would still come from the Public Safe ty budget.  The Board 

agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Cuchens suggested to allow Mr. McCorm ick to patrol the 

beaches.  Commissioner Harris stated that he would like to receive a daily 

itinerary from Mr. Bass and Mr. McCormick. 

 Mr. Barker stated that the legislature has appropr iated CDBG funds for 

beach restoration.  Mr. Barker stated that the FEMA  404 (river buy-outs) 

Project has been advertised for bids for appraisal services, reviewing 

appraisals and title work and closing. 

 Tom Blackshear, County Planner, introduced Phillip  Thiel and Jack Varga 

with Woolpert (GIS) to the Board.  Mr. Varga presen ted a proposal to the 

Board to perform a feasibility study for Walton Cou nty.  The cost for the 

study is approximately $10,000.  Mr. Varga stated t hat three weeks ago, he 

met with officials from various county and state ag encies, as well as 

representatives from Choctawhatchee Electric Cooper ative.  All of the meeting 

participants agreed that any effort toward the crea tion of a GIS should be 

coordinated, rather than allowing each agency to de velop an individual GIS; 

therefore, a joint effort may be combined to cover the cost for the study.  

The Board directed the Chairman to form a committee  from the other interested 

agencies to discuss the shared cost for the study. 

 Tom Powell brought the corrective Interlocal Agree ment between Okaloosa 

and Walton Counties creating the Okaloosa-Walton Jo bs and Education 

Partnership Regional Board.  The Board agreed to pl ace this item on the 

consent agenda. 

 Patrick Pilcher advised the Board of several dupli cations of recorded 

subdivision names.  Shirl Williams, Assistant Admin istrative Supervisor, 

suggested that the developers be required to choose  another name if the 

subdivision names are similar.  The Board agreed. 

 The Board agreed to appoint Patrick Pilcher to ser ve on the Technical 

Review Committee.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to advertise for bids for monitor ing services on the 

wells at the landfill.  This item will be placed on  the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Bruce Ward, Count y Extension Director 

II, requesting that Tanessa Byrd be hired for the p osition of secretary/clerk 

at the Walton County Extension Office.  Ms. Byrd wi ll be hired on temporary 
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status for sixty days, after the sixty days, Mr. Wa rd will either recommend 

her for permanent employment or not.  This item wil l be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a request from the Walton Coun ty Council on Aging 

that the Board support their efforts in obtaining f unding under the 

FloridaFix Program.  The Board agreed to place this  item on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell submitted a report on the National Hurric ane Conference that 

Matt Douglass, Mike Barker and he attended the firs t week in April. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Charlotte Mathews , Purchasing 

Department, requesting a salary increase.  No actio n was taken on this 

matter. 

 Mr. Bell stated that the estimated cost for paving  the VFW Post parking 

lot is $4,347.50.  The Board agreed to provide help  in piggy backing the 

project off a county paving bid to obtain a lower r ate for asphalt.  The 

County will not be funding the project. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a proposal from Panhandle Anim al Welfare Society 

requesting to provide animal control for Walton Cou nty.  The Board reviewed 

the proposal.  No action was taken on this matter. 

 Van Ness Butler and Billy Buzzett appeared before the Board to discuss 

the proposed Noise Ordinance for Grayton Beach.   

  Mr. Butler stated that the Red Bar (Piccolo's Res taurant) and Patrone's are 

the main nuisance.  Discussion followed.  Mrs. Will iams stated the owner of 

the Red Bar submitted an application to build a sec ond story onto the 

building.  Mrs. Williams stated that it is not allo wed due to a nonconforming 

use, but the owner will probably build anyway. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that the franchise agre ement with 

Environmental Waste was approved on January 31, 199 5.  The agreement has not 

been signed.  The Board agreed to confer with Attor ney Miller regarding 

certain items in the agreement. 

 Mr. Bell advised that there is not enough equipmen t being gathered for 

the auction scheduled for May.  The Board agreed to  consider delaying the 

auction until later in the fall. 

 The Board agreed to affirm the phone poll to allow  District 3 to 

purchase a 7740S2 Ford tractor from J.D. Swearingto n in the amount of 

$38,704.55.  This item will be placed on the consen t agenda. 

 The Board agreed to affirm a phone poll to allow D istrict 3 to piggy 
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back off a bid from Thompson Tractor to purchase a grader in the amount of 

$122,111.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 John Edwards, representing Thompson Tractor, appea red before the Board 

to explain the confusion with the CAT320L Excavator  repairs.  At the time Mr. 

Edwards first appeared before the Board and stated that the repairs would be 

covered under warranty, one sample had not been ana lyzed.  The test results 

showed water in the engine which is not covered und er warranty.  Mr. Edwards 

stated that Thompson Tractor values Walton County's  business and that they 

would take care of the repairs at no cost to the co unty. 

 The Board agreed to waive the bid procedure and al low Commissioner 

Wilkerson to purchase a motor grader from Thompson Tractor in the amount of 

the previous bid price of $122,111.00  This item wi ll be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Wilkerson wished to purchase an addit ional motor grader 

for the same price, but the grader is no longer ava ilable at the previous bid 

price of $122,111.00.  The price now is $132,125.00 .  The Board agreed to 

confer with Attorney Miller tomorrow regarding this  matter. 

 The Board agreed to allow Commissioner Wilkerson t o order a Ford Dump 

Truck from Atlantic Ford.  On March 12, 1996, the B oard agreed to waive the 

bid procedure and purchase four dump trucks, two fo r District 2, one for 

District 3 and one for District 4, from Atlantic Fo rd for the state contract 

price of $57,656.00.  Commissioner Wilkerson is now  ordering his truck.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Commissioner Wilkerson t o waive the bid 

procedure and purchase a F150 4X4 pickup truck from  Duvall Ford for the state 

contract price of $17,148.00.  This item will be pl aced on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board of a letter from the Re gional Director for 

the Department of Corrections stating that the requ est from Districts 2, 3 

and 4 for the prison work crews to go to four ten h our work days was denied. 

 The Board agreed to allow Chairman Porter to appoi nt a committee to 

study the feasibility of creating a centralized roa d and purchasing 

department. 

 Chairman Porter stated that the Holmes County pris on crew will paint 

Walton County's equipment if the County will provid e the paint.  The Board 

agreed to loan Holmes County Correctional Instituti on a Hydroseeder and 

operator.  Also to provide the hydro-mulch as neede d.  This item will be 
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placed on the consent agenda. 

 Dede Hinote, Deputy Clerk, presented an applicatio n for a Fireworks 

Display Permit from Atlanta Pyrotechnics Internatio nal, Inc. for a showing on 

the grounds of Sandestin Resorts to be held on July  5, 1996.  The Board 

agreed to grant the request contingent upon receipt  of the $500 bond.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Superviso r, stated that the 

owner of Highlonesome Clay Pit has a few more days to comply. 

 There being no further business, Chairman Porter a djourned the 

Workshop. 

 

 

 

 

                                 APPROVED:_________ ______________ 

                                          Gordon Po rter, Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 


