
                             WORKSHOP 

                           MAY 11, 1998 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, May 11, 1998, at 8:30 a .m., in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Jo el Paul, Jr., Commissioner 

Randall Infinger and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  R onnie E. Bell, 

Administrative Supervisor, was also present. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Ms. Faye Fountain appeared before the Commissioner s requesting the 

Board cancel the SHIP loan and repair a drainage di tch on her property.  Ms. 

Fountain stated that the SHIP Committee visited the  property site to inspect 

the problems, however, she was not satisfied with t heir recommendation to 

uphold the loan and requested the Commissioners ins pect the problems 

themselves.  

 Ms. Jackie Malone, SHIP Chairperson, addressed the  problems and stated 

that it appears that many of the problems may have been caused by Hurricane 

Opal or Erin.  Ms. Malone also stated that the Heal th Department inspected 

the septic tank and confirmed that it was installed  properly. 

 The Commissioners stated that they feel that they cannot take action 

against the SHIP Committee's recommendation and agr eed to uphold their 

previous action and not forgive the loan.  Commissi oner Butler will contact 

the County Engineer to have him review the situatio n. 

 Ms. Beth Folta appeared before the Commissioners, on behalf of Seaside, 

requesting the Board consider amending Ordinance 81 -8, Walton County 

Alcoholic Beverage Vendors  Seaside is requesting t he amendment to exempt 

Developments of Regional Impacts from the requireme nts of the ordinance.  Ms. 

Folta stated that Seaside is planning a site for a future church within the 

development and it will be impossible to comply wit h the guidelines of the 

ordinance because of limited acreage owned by Seasi de. 

 The Board agreed to advertise for a public hearing  to consider amending 

Ordinance 81-8.  This item will be placed on the co nsent agenda. 

 Mr. Vince Pasqurello and Mr. Curt Clausen spoke to  the Commissioners 

regarding the efforts to redistrict the County.   
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 Commissioner Infinger requested appointing two ind ividuals from each 

district to serve on a committee for redistricting.  

 Mr. Lawson requested to appear at tomorrow's regul ar scheduled meeting 

to discuss this issue further.  Mr. Lawson stated t hat he would like to 

contact the schools, Emergency Management Office, a nd electric companies to 

obtain an estimated number of residents in the Coun ty. 

 Chairman Young expressed his appreciation and urge d Mr. Lawson and Mr. 

Clausen to proceed with the task so that the County  can proceed with 

redistricting in 1999 and refine it in the year 200 1. 

 The Board recessed briefly. 

 Mrs. Lynda Robinson, Human Resource Officer, prese nted the annual 

evaluations for Ms. Pam Watkins, Mr. Clearance Lowm an, and Ms. Julie Root, 

TDC employees. The Board approved to hire Pam Watki ns, Clearance Lowman, and 

Julie Root as full-time TDC employees. This item wi ll be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to advertise internally and ext ernally for a full-

time Paramedic for the Emergency Medical Services.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to advertise for request for pr oposals for an 

Employee Assistance Program. 

 Mrs. Robinson stated that Mr. Don Adair has not ye t filled out 

employment paperwork to be rehired. 

 Colonel Chapman, Walton County Sheriff's Departmen t, appeared before 

the Commissioners and explained that the Sheriff's Department has an 

Automated Trust Fund of which $12.50 per ticket is deposited into the account 

for the Sheriff's Department's use.  The Sheriff ha s set aside the funds to 

purchase a new CAD system for EMS, Fire Departments , and law enforcement, 

along with $60,000 which has been budgeted for this  purpose.  Colonel Chapman 

stated that approximately $78,000 has been collecte d and requested permission 

to purchase the CAD system and approve a budget ame ndment in the amount of 

$5,000 to cover the excess over the $60,000 purchas e price.   

 The Board approved to advertise for a budget amend ment for the 

Sheriff's Department in the amount of $5,000 to cov er expenses for the CAD 

system.  This item will be placed on the consent ag enda. 

 The Board approved the release of funds from the a utomated account for 

the Sheriff to utilize in purchasing a CAD system.  This item will be placed 
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on the consent agenda. 

 The Board authorized the Chairman's signature on t he Federal Equitable 

Sharing Agreement for the Sheriff's Department.  Th is item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 Mr. David White, General Contractor, appeared befo re the Commissioners 

regarding the South Walton Fire District Impact Fee s being charged to 

contractors.  Mr. White questioned if the fees shou ld be continued since the 

fees are now being collected through the ad-valorem  taxes.  The Commissioners 

advised Mr. White to contact the South Walton Fire Board. 

 Mr. Miner, County Engineer, updated the Commission ers on the status of 

bridge construction.  Mr. Miner stated that the Bri dge Crew will begin 

driving pilings on the Eastern Lake Bridge tomorrow .  Chairman Young agreed 

to pay the Bridge Crew employees overtime to comple te repairs on the Bridge 

as quickly as possible.  

 Mr. Miner stated that they will begin driving the test pilings on Sandy 

Creek by the end of the week. 

 The Commissioners agreed to hold a special worksho p on May 26, 1998, at 

2:00 p.m. to discuss paving projects and tax revenu es.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board granted approval for Mr. Nelson Miner to  travel out of town 

on May 20th or 21st to attend a meeting.  This item  will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to advertise for bids on a dies el incinerator for 

the Landfill. This item will be placed on the conse nt agenda. 

 The Board approved for Rusty Floyd, Landfill Super visor, and one other 

County employee to attend a workshop in Pensacola M ay 19-21, 1998.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Miner updated the Commissioners on the Landfil l remediation and the 

cost to correct the problems which were created app roximately 20 years ago.  

Mr. Floyd is attempting to secure the proper permit s. 

 The Board approved for Mr. Miner to proceed with t he preliminary 

planning and evaluation regarding remediation at th e Landfill.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. Mr. Miner sta ted that the problem 

existed for years caused by the procedures previous ly followed. Mr. Miner 

stated that it will cost approximately $200,000 to satisfy DEP's requirements 

to correct the contamination. 
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 Mr. Miner requested approval to provide safety tra ining for all County 

employees and allow Mrs. Robinson to contact OSHA f or training videos. The 

Board approved for Mr. Miner to schedule safety tra ining meetings with County 

employees. This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Jerry Fountain, Shop Manager/Purchasing Agent,  appeared before the 

Board to request permission to advertise for bids f or eight tires for the 

Landfill.  Mr. Fountain stated that the tires will cost approximately $7,000.  

The Board approved to advertise for bids for eight (8) foam filled tires for 

the Landfill. This item will be placed on the conse nt agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain stated that the County Wide D6 Dozier  needs to be 

repaired.  He received a quote from Caterpillar in the amount of $12,786.70, 

and advised that Caterpillar is the only vendor wit h the correct parts.  The 

Board approved to waive the bid procedure and purch ase the rotating pins and 

bushings from Caterpillar in the amount of $12,786. 70.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain stated that a motor needs to be purch ased for the little 

giant crane.  The estimated cost for a replacement motor is $1,700.  

Commissioner Porter suggested to surplus and sell t he Bantam Crane and use 

the funds to purchase the motor for the Little Gian t Crane. The Board 

approved to waive the bid procedure and purchase a motor for the Little Giant 

Crane out of road and bridge contingencies and adve rtise to sell the Bantam 

Crane reserving the right to reject any or all bids .  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved payment of an invoice to Norris  Hydraulics, Florala, 

Alabama in the amount of $715.57. The repairs were made and certified to OSHA 

standards.  This item will be placed on the consent  agenda. 

 Ms. Mary Lou Reed, Jobs in Education Partnership, appeared before the 

Board and stated that she requested a modification in funds from the State to 

assist Walton County in providing laborers for floo d damage clean-up.  She is 

awaiting approval. 

 Mr. Malcolm Patterson, Executive Director of the S outh Walton Tourist 

Development Council, appeared before the Board and stated that he received 

six bids for landscaping services ranging from $5,7 89 to $18,130.  Mr. 

Patterson informed the Commissioners that he narrow ed the bids down to three 

companies and then selected the low bidder of the t hree based on their 

qualifications.  Mr. Patterson recommended Pro Turf  at a cost of $5,789 
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annually.  The Board approved the contract between Pro Turf and the Tourist 

Development Council in the amount of $5,789 per yea r.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle, Budget Officer, appeared before  the Board and 

requested the Board approve a budget amendment in t he amount of $64,851 for 

the Ambulance Service to purchase Med Aid radio equ ipment.  The Board 

approved the purchase of the Med Aid radio system w ith grant funds in the 

amount of $64,851 and agreed to adopt a resolution amending the EMS budget.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved an interdepartmental budget tra nsfer in the amount 

of $5,000 from County Wide into the Bridge Crew Equ ipment Account.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Ingle advised that an amendment needs to be m ade in the amount of 

$2,215 from the Workfare budget into the County Adm inistrators budget for 

administrative duties performed by Mrs. Angie Biddl e.  The Board will vote on 

this issue during tomorrow's regular scheduled meet ing. 

 Mrs. Ingle advised the Commissioners that the inte rest rate on the 

purchase of the crane has increased to 5.060 percen tdue to a time laps.  

 The Board approved to advertise to hold a public h earing to abandon a 

33 foot easement along Ferriera Lane.  This item wi ll be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the use of a clay based materia l at Impress 

Condominiums by Crawford Sugar Properties.  This it em will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Mr. Billy Bearden to travel  to Orlando to attend 

Fire College on June 13-14, June 20-21, 1998, and a pproved payment in advance 

to cover the cost of meals, registration, and motel  costs in the amount of 

$332.  This item will be placed on the consent agen da. 

 The Board approved for Mr. Tom Croft, Mr. Kevin Ca sey, and Mr. Harley 

Henderson to serve on the Contractors Competency Bo ard.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Williams advised that the Board needs to cons ider appointing a new 

Member At Large for the Planning Committee.  Commis sioner Butler will contact 

Valarie Simmons to serve if she will accept. 

 The Board approved to hold a special workshop on M ay 29, 1998 at 8:30 

a.m. to review the bills for payment in place of th e June 2nd meeting since 
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several the Commissioners will be gone to the Hurri cane Conference.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Suedelle Wilkerson, Finance Supervisor, prese nted the Expenditure 

Approval List and the Commissioners approved paymen t of the following bills 

and placed this item on the consent agenda. 
     GENERAL FUND    $45,893.62 
   COUNTY TRANSPORTATION TRUST    14,027.71 
  LIBRARY      2,554.44 
  RECREATION PLAT FEE     10,177.20 
  SOLID WASTE ENTERPRISE        66.91 
  LIBERTY VOL FIRE DEPT.        546.22 
  RED BAY FIRE DEPT.         36.12 
  SECTION 8 HOUSING      4,244.07 
          TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL      21,977.8 9 
                                          $99,524.1 8 

 

 The Board approved to donate eight (8) channel pos ts to the Van R. 

Butler Elementary School. This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Ronnie Bell, Shirl Williams  and any Commissioner 

to attend the Legislative briefing sessions during the month of May and June 

1998.  This item will be placed on the consent agen da. 

 Discussion was held regarding Mr. Bell and Mr. Por ter's attendance at 

the meeting of the Trust For Public Lands regarding  the Forestry Department's 

property located in Mossy Head that the County woul d like to purchase.  Mr. 

Bell stated that no decision was made at the meetin g, however, Mr. Rip Wright 

will be presenting a proposal to the Board at a lat er date, because of their 

involvement in also trying to purchase the property .  

 Mr. Bell stated that Attorney Miller has prepared an agreement for the 

Christmas Reflections Committee and will present it  for consideration during 

tomorrow's meeting. 

 The Board approved the following payments on Blue Ridge Road: 

$47,175.42, final payment to Couch Construction; $3 ,082, change order #3; 

certification of completion; $2,167.00, final payme nt to Preble-Rish, Inc.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a proposed policy for employee access to the 

Internet for the Commissioner's review.  Attorney M iller will review the 

policy and a decision will be made during tomorrow' s meeting. 

 The Board approved the proposal for the Annual Fir e Assessment Program 

as presented by Government Services Group, Inc.  Th is item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the Transfer Agreement between Walton County EMS and 
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the Walton County Convalescent Center for transport ing patients during 

emergencies.  This item will be placed on the conse nt agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter to the Commissioners f or review from 

Williams Cox, Weidner Cox regarding Consulting Serv ices.  

 Mr. Bell presented the purchase option portion of the contract for 

SunTrust Bank.  Mr. Bell stated that to act on the purchase option, a payment 

of $1,000 must be submitted by January 31, 1999.  F urther discussion will be 

held during tomarrow's regular meeting. 

 The Board agreed to reappoint Commissioner Infinge r to serve on the 

Tri-County Board upon request of Tri-County. This i tem will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Infinger stated that he received a le tter from the 

Postmaster requesting maintenance of Cherokee Circl e and asked the County 

Engineer to look into the situation. Commissioner P orter informed the Board 

that he owns property on Cherokee Circle. The Board  will discuss this issue 

further tomorrow. 

 Mr. Bell presented offers from the following indiv iduals who have 

offered to sell their property to the County for of fice space: Mr. and Mrs. 

Bob Smith, asking $65,000 for lot 876 on Sloss Aven ue, located East of the 

HUD Office, Mrs. Voncille Anderson, asking between $85,000-$90,000 for lots 

874 and 875 on Sloss Avenue, located East of the HU D Office, Mr. James A. 

Hobbs, property located North of the jail, no price  quoted, and the 

properties listed by Lake DeFuniak Realty, located at the intersection of 

U.S. 90 and U.S. 331 for $305,000.  The Board agree d to hold discussion 

relating this matter until tomarrow's regular meeti ng. 

 The Board approved to adopt a resolution supportin g the Transportation 

Enhancement Project and apply for matching grant fu nds.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Porter informed the Board that he wil l be holding a 

Memorial Day Celebration at the Panhandle Opry in h onor of the Legislative 

Delegation.  Mr. Bell and Mr. Porter will notify th e delegation of the date 

and time. 

 The Board approved for the West Florida Regional P lanning Council to 

submit an application for Hazard Mitigation Grant F unds remaining from DR-

1069 (Hurricane Opal).  This item will be placed on  the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to hire Steve Connell as a part-t ime EMT and Alfred 
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Cabello and Greg Truette as part-time Paramedics fo r the Ambulance Service as 

requested by Matt Douglass, Director of EMS. This i tem will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to adopt a resolution declaring  the week of May 17-

23, 1998 as EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES WEEK. This i tem will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to hire Blake Edmond and Danny Porter as permanent 

full-time employees with the Emergency Medical Serv ices as requested by Mr. 

Douglass.  Commissioner Porter stated that he is no t related to Danny Porter.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to grant a fire works display p ermit to Classic 

Fireworks of Louisiana for a fire works show at San destin on June 15, 1998.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented the following bills for approva l; Southern Business 

Systems, $938.30 for beach permit stickers; New Tel  Communications, $2,808 

for relocating the Public Defenders Office, Wal-Mar t, $234.33 for an air 

conditioner for the South Walton EMS.  The Board ap proved payment of these 

bills and placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented the employee's annual evaluatio ns for review.   

 The Board approved payment of an invoice to Dalton  Brothers in the 

amount of $21,122.28 for the walkover at Spooky Lan e, District 5.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for District 4 to clear land in  Mossy Head on CR 

1087 to allow Mossy Head Waterworks to install a to wer.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Commissioner Infinger to ob tain quotes for 

stabilizing material for Davidson Road, District 3.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Miner presented a six month evaluation on Mr. Wilmer Stafford, 

Bridge Crew Supervisor, for review and requested th e Board hire Mr. Stafford 

as a permanent employee.  The Board agreed to place  Mr. Stafford in full-time 

employment status.  This item will be placed on the  consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Infinger advised that he has spoken w ith Charles McMillan, 

Maintenance Supervisor, and Mr. McMillan is in need  of another electrician.  

Mr. Infinger requested promoting Michael Smith to t he position of 

Electrician, advertising the position of an Apprent ice Carpenter and 
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approving another position in the Maintenance Depar tment as Carpenter. The 

Board agreed to go forward with these changes and p laced this item on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to advertise for bids for a min i van for the 

Courthouse Maintenance Department.  This item will be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Tom Powell, Economic Development Council, invi ted the Commissioners 

to attend the EDC membership meeting on May 20, 199 8. 

 The Board recessed for lunch. 

 The Board reconvened at 1:30 to attend a workshop on Sexual Harassment 

presented by Ken Monaghan and Susan Codone of Bliss  McKnight Insurance 

Company. 

 Mrs. Codone spoke on preventing sexual harassment in the public sector, 

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission's guideline s, various elements 

involved in confirming claims, and steps to prevent  sexual harassment.  Mrs. 

Condone also review the Board's policy. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was a djourned at 3:00 p.m. 

 

                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  William A. Young,  Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


