
... PUBLIC HFARING 

June 2, 1986 

The Board of Cornnissioners conducted an advertised Public Hearing 

on June 2, 1986, at 7:00 P.M. to consider an ordinance relating to the 

assessrrent of a six cent per gallon gasoline and fuel tax, to be kn~ 

as "Local Cption Gas Tax". 

Chai:nren Miles called the Public Hearing to order. 

Mr. Billy Jackson, Route 2, DeFuniak Springs, Florida, appeared 

before the Board and stated that he is against the gas tax. 

Mr. Roy M::leod, 20 8 Florence Street, DeFuniak Springs, Florida, 

asked the Board if every county in the state is required to adopt the 

gas tax. The Board advised that it is not rrandated that the gas tax be 

adopted. 

Cornnissioner Griffin advised that the County Engineer has prepared 

a list of roads that need to be resurfaced and paved. Mr. Wilkinson's 

recarmendation was based first on the 24 hour traffic count and secondly 

on the number of dwellings adjacent to the road. Mr. Wilkinson also 

estimated the cost. 

Mr. Al D:Jwns, r-anber of the Board of Directors, Citizens For South 

Walton, appeared before the Board and advised that CFSW sup!X)rts the gas 

tax. 

Mr. Robert Bannerrran, resident of South Wal ton County, appeared 

before the Board and stated that he is in favor of the gas tax. 

Mr. Bill Mixon, Rt. 5, Box 79E, DeFuniak Springs, Florida, appeared 

before the Board and stated that he is in favor of a 6 cent gas tax. 

Mr. Mixon recarmended that 4¢ be placed in an interest bearing account 

for one year before it is used for projects and use 2¢ to laver ad 

valorem taxes. Mr. Mixon also suggested that during the first rreeting 

in July the Board review the gas tax. 

Mr. Walt Purvis, Rt. 5, Box 92, DeFuniak Springs, Florida, stated 

that he sup!X)rts a 6¢ gas ta'<. 

Mr. M2lvin M:::Innis, Rt. 4, Box 67, DeFuniak Springs, Florida, 

appeared before the Board and advised that he ~s a small service 

station. Mr. M::Innis asked if the Board is planning to place 2¢, 4¢, or 

6¢ gas tax in Walton County. Corrmissioner Griffin stated that he 



supports a 6¢ gas tax. Mr. M::Innis stated that he is oprnsed to the 

total 6¢ gas tax. 

Mr. Burl M:D)rmick, 606 Live oak Avenue, DeFuniak Springs, Florida, 

appeared before the Board and asked if the Board needs rrore rroney or 

better management. 

Mr. Jim caraway, Rt. 4, Box 302W, DeFuniak Springs, Florida, feels 

that a gas tax would be rrore fair than the ad valorem tax. 

Mr. Lloyd Bennett, Rt. 5, Box 790-3, D:!Funiak Springs, Florida, 

stated that he has no objections to a gas tax, but objects to the paving 

priorities. 

Ms. Elvira .r.tCa.rt.hy, 515 QJebec Avenue, D:!Funiak Springs, Florida, 

stated that an additional gas tax will carry the price of gas over $1 

per gallon. 

Mr. Riley Perdue, Rt. 4, Box 31-T, IeFuniak Springs, Florida, 

stated that he is opposed to additional gas tax. 

Mr. Gordon Porter, Rt. 1, Box 226-C, Crestview, Florida, stated 

that 30% of the county residents pay ad valorem taxes. Mr. Porter 

stated that he feels that Okal(X)sa and Holnes Counties will pass the gas 

tax. If Walton County adopts a gas tax the tourist in South Walton will 

help to pay taxes. 

Mr. Jerry Crarrer, Rt. 1, Box 227F, IeFuniak Springs, Florida, 

stated that he is opposed to a gas tax. 

Mr. Rayrrond Jackson, Rt. 1, Box N29 l , DeFuniak Springs, Florida, 

appeared before the Board and stated that there are roads that need to 

be paved. Mr Jackson did not state if he supported a gas tax. 

Mr. Charles V. Helton, Sr. , Ha.yor of the City of Freeport, 

presented to the Board a resolution adopted by the Freeport City Council 

supporting a 4 cent gas tax. 

Mr. Glynn H. Alford, Rt. 5, Box 372A, IeFuniak Springs, Flrn;-ida, 

advised that he supports a gas tax to decrease ad valorem tax. 

Mr. Rip Wright, Freeport, Florida, stated that he is opposed to a 

gas tax. 

~- Herbert Harrison, resident of IeFuniak Springs, Florida, asked 

for a justification for placing a 6¢ gas tax in Walton County. 



.r-btion by Comnissioner CMens, second by Comnissioner Hall, to close 

the public hearing. Ayes 5, Nayes 0. CMens Aye, Griffin Aye, Pridgen 

Aye, Hall eye, Miles eye . 

.r-btion by Cornnissioner ()..,ens, second by Ccrmlissioner Pridgen, to 

place a question of the gas tax on the referendum in November, 1986. 

Ayes 5, Nayes O. CMens A_.ve, Griffin Aye, Pridgen Aye, Hall Aye, Miles 

Aye. 

Ccrmlissioner Griffin presented a proposal to irnplerrent a 6¢ gas 

tax, 4¢ for road and bridge irnproverrents and 2¢ to reduce ad valorem 

taxes. 

t-btion by Ccrmlissioner CMens, second by Ccrmlissioner Pridgen, to 

adjourn. Ayes 5, Nayes 0. CMens Aye, Griffin Aye, Pridgen Aye, Hall 

'Aye, Miles Aye. 

W. F. Miles, ChairnBil 

. 
ATIT.%~&, 

Catherine King, Clerk 


