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JUNE 03, 2004-PUBLIC HEARING 
 

The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a Public 

Hearing to consider an Annual Rate Resolution for the Fire Assessment Program on 

Thursday, June 3, 2004 at 5:30 p.m. in Courtroom A of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present: Larry Jones, Chair, Tim Pauls, Vice-

Chair, Commissioner Lane Rees, and Commissioner Kenneth Pridgen. Mr. Ronnie Bell, 

Interim County Administrator, and Attorney Gary Vorbeck, Director of Legal Services 

were also present.   

 Commissioner Cuchens led with prayer followed by the pledge of allegiance to 

the American flag.  Chairman Jones called the meeting to order.  He welcomed the public 

to the meeting and thanked them for attending.   

 Ms. Heather Encinosa, Nabors, Giblin & Nickerson, addressed the Board to make 

a presentation on the Annual Rate Resolution for the Fire Assessment Program.  She 

briefly spoke about the process that had been taken to advertise for the public hearing.  

She stated that notices were sent to each property owner in the following areas:  Red Bay, 

Mossy Head, Darlington/Gaskin, Glendale, Freeport & Paxton.  Ms. Encinosa reviewed 

the preliminary rates for fiscal year 2004-2005 and the maximum rates for future fiscal 

years.   

Ms. Encinosa explained that the resolution before the Board was the same 

resolution that has been adopted since the fire assessment program went into effect.  She 

did point out that for property owners in the Paxton service area, the fire protection 

assessment will be collected on a separate bill that will be mailed to them in November. 



June 3, 2004-Public Hearing 2 
Prepared By:  Crystal Sconiers 

 Chairman Jones stated for clarification purposes, that the maximum rate that was 

intended for the upcoming year was $25.00 per residential unit.  Ms. Encinosa stated that 

if the rates were ever raised another public hearing would have to be held.   

 Chairman Jones opened the floor to public comments and questions. 

 One gentleman asked if his outside barn would be charged an assessment.  Ms. 

Encinosa explained that barns were excluded from the assessment.  She said that if any 

information contained on the assessment notices was incorrect, corrections would be 

made before the tax bills go out.   

Another gentleman spoke about his homeowner’s insurance going up and asked 

what the Board was going to do about fire protection services in the Glendale area.  Mr. 

John Lawson, Citizen Chief of Glendale Fire Department, addressed the man’s question. 

He stated that the fire department was working diligently to get a new fire station in order 

to lower the ISO rating.     

 Mr. Ralph Johnson asked why the citizens in the county didn’t get to vote on this 

issue.  Mr. Bell explained that the Board was looking at changing the methodology that is 

used to assess commercial property.      

 Chairman Jones said that the Board would call each individual’s name who signed 

in and that person would have the chance to address the Board to make comments and 

ask questions.   

Mr. Steve Kennedy addressed the Board and expressed concern because he felt 

like the rate would be raised to $100 per residential dwelling.  Commissioner Cuchens 

reassured him that the rate was not being raised to $100; the rate of $100 is the maximum 

that the rate could be raised to in the future.  Mr. Kennedy stated that he was certain that 
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the rate would be raised to the max.  He asked the Board to keep it at $25 per residential 

dwelling.   

 Motion by Commissioner Cuchens, second by Commissioner Pridgen, to cap the 

resolution at $25.00 per residential dwelling.    

Commissioner Pauls asked if they were going to put a cap on the rate for part of 

the county, would it be fair for the other parts of the county.   Mr. Kennedy felt that it 

would be because of the rate that the county was continuing to grow.  Further discussion 

was held.   

 A vote was called for the motion on the floor.  Ayes 5, Nayes 0.  Jones Aye, Rees 

Aye, Pauls Aye, Cuchens Aye, and Pridgen Aye. 

 Ms. Melissa Forberg, Mossy Head/Oakwood Hills Volunteer Fire Department, 

stated that the department received almost 500 calls in the last year.  She said all she was 

asking for is that they have the safe equipment that they need to do the job to protect the 

citizens. 

 Mr. Lester Byrd expressed concern be he feels that the Bruce Community and the 

Morrison Springs Community are too far away from the Red Bay Fire Department, which 

is the department that they both fall under.  He said that the average time for a mobile 

home to burn down takes seven minutes and there was no way for them to get to him in 

seven minutes.  Mr. Bell said that a building and a parcel of property had been donated in 

Morrison Springs and that there were plans to locate a substation there.   Mr. Bell told 

Mr. Byrd that he would have someone contact him with additional information.  

Chairman Jones informed Mr. Byrd that the Board would support efforts from the Bruce 

citizens to organize a volunteer fire department.     
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 Mr. James Rushing questioned if his rental houses in the Woodlawn would be 

assessed as commercial or residential.  Mr. Bell explained that the United and Liberty 

Fire Districts were both independent fire districts and therefore do not fall under the 

BCC.  Mr. Rushing asked if any one knew if the districts could assess the property at 

$100 per unit.  Ms. Jackie Malone, United Fire District, said that the district was bound 

by an ordinance that sets the fee at $25.00 per residential dwelling 

 Mr. Tommy Mattison, Paxton Fire Chief, spoke about the department’s need for 

new equipment.  He also talked about the need for a fire station where meetings could be 

held and the men/women could shower after a fire.  He stated that the Paxton Fire 

Department was just getting involved with the MSBU and were in great need of some of 

the money.   

 Mr. Troy King stated that the Red Bay Fire Department had updated their 

equipment, but the ISO rating was still a 9.  He commended the Board for capping the 

residential fee at $25.00.  He asked if cap was for this year only or if it was an indefinite 

cap.  Commissioner Cuchens explained that the resolution would have to be changed 

through advertisements and a public hearing in order to raise the rate.  Mr. Bell stated that 

he would have someone from the Red Bay Fire Department contact him.   

 Ms. Jackie Malone, United Fire District, requested that they be notified when the 

Board considers making changes to the resolution. 

 Mrs. Sue Rushing thanked the Board for the motion that was made.  She also 

expressed her appreciation to the members of all the fire departments for what they do.  

 Mr. Kirby Rushing stated that the fire departments need more money.   
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 Ms. Kathleen Boyer asked why the Red Bay Fire Department could ride up and 

down the road to the restaurants everyday.  Mr. Bell told Ms. Boyer that he would have 

the RBFD Chief contact her.   

 Mr. Dan Ammons, Mossy Head resident, expressed concern because he feels that 

he lives too far away from the nearest fire hydrant.  Chairman Jones explained that the 

Mossy Head Water Works is an individual organization.   

Mr. David Jones, Chief of Mossy Head/Oakwood Hills Fire Department, 

addressed some of the concerns voiced by the citizens.  He discussed the necessary 

resources, such as water supply and proper equipment, needed to get a lower ISO rating.  

He also briefly talked about the price of the gear and training that the volunteer 

firefighters need to perform the service.  He stated that there has to be a balance between 

lowering the citizen’s insurance and having the funds to provide the volunteer service.   

 Mr. James Roberts spoke about his high insurance rate.  He stated that his 

insurance was high because the fire department in Paxton is a volunteer fire department 

and there is no fire hydrant near his house.    

Mr. Bradford Johnson, Freeport business owner, questioned if the commercial 

rate was still going to go up.  Chairman Jones stated that the motion was to put a cap on 

the residential rate.  Mr. Johnson said that he felt like the businesses were being 

penalized.   Further discussion was held regarding this matter.   

 Mr. Truett Senterfitt, business owner, questioned how his RV parks would be 

assessed.  Ms. Encinosa stated that Florida Statutes mandates that Recreational Vehicle 

Park property be treated as Commercial Property.  She explained the procedure that could 

be taken to incorporate the allowance of vacancy credits in the resolution.    
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 Motion by Commissioner Cuchens, second by Commissioner Pridgen, to allow 

for vacancy credits for RV parks and mobile homes.  Ayes 5, Nayes 0.  Jones Aye, Rees 

Aye, Pauls Aye, Cuchens Aye, and Pridgen Aye. 

 Mr. Clinton read a letter in regards to the proposed resolution.  The letter was 

entered into the record.   

 Mr. John Lawson, Captain of Glendale Fire Department, expressed appreciation 

to the Board.  He stated that he thinks that there are grants for fire hydrants to better serve 

the citizens.     

 Mr. Bell entered a note written by Mr. Charlie Rider into the record.   

 Mr. Raymond Rans felt that the only solution to help everybody is a water system.   

 Ms. Jami Robbins asked if the volunteer fire departments were going to become 

paid fire departments and if they were going to be run by the county.  The Board stated 

no.   

 Chairman Jones thanked the public for attending the meeting.    

 Motion by Commissioner Rees, second by Commissioner Cuchens, to approve the 

proposed Annual Rate Resolution for the Fire Assessment Program (2004-42) with the 

two amended changes.  Ayes 5, Nayes 0.  Jones Aye, Rees Aye, Pauls Aye, Cuchens 

Aye, and Pridgen Aye. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.  

      
 

  APPROVED: ____________________________ 
                                                                                     Larry D. Jones, Chairman 
 
ATTEST: ___________________________ 
                   Martha Ingle, Clerk of Court   
 


