
                             WORKSHOP 

                           JUNE 8, 1998 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, June 8, 1998, at 8:30 a .m. in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Jo el Paul, Jr., Commissioner 

Randall Infinger and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  R onnie E. Bell, 

Administrative Supervisor, was also present. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Mr. Bob Campbell, Gulf Communications, appeared be fore the 

Commissioners and stated that Gulf Communications w ould like to provide 

communication services to Walton County.  Mr. Campb ell introduced Mrs. Ruby 

White of COMDIAL, Murfreesboro, Tennessee, who expl ained the services they 

provide.  Mrs. White explained the phone system's c apabilities and stated 

that the system can be easily adapted to suit the C ounty's expanding needs. 

 Mr. Jerry Fountain, Purchasing Agent, presented th e results for bid 

#98-115, welding machine and torch.  The following three bids were received:  
 Air Products, Ft. Walton Beach, Florida - $3,012.9 2 
 Consolidated Ace, DeFuniak Springs, Florida - $3,4 40.00 
 Lambe's Welding Supply, Inc., Marianna, Florida - $3,840.27 

 

Mr. Fountain recommended awarding bid #98-115 to th e low bidder, Air 

Products, in the amount of $3,012.92.  The Board ag reed and placed this item 

on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain presented the bid results for bid #98 -117, loader tires 

for the Landfill.  The following two bids were rece ived: 
 Howell Tire Company, Pensacola, Florida - $4,044.9 2 
 Nero Tire & Broker, Tallahassee, Florida - $6,746. 80 

 

Mr. Fountain recommended awarding bid #98-117 to th e low bidder, Howell Tire 

Company, in the amount of $4,044.92.  The Board agr eed and placed this item 

on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain also presented quotes from the follow ing companies for an 

18 hp motor to repair a fogger for the Mosquito Con trol Department: 
 Allsouth Machinery, Dothan, Alabama - $1,345.48 
 Driver Mower Service, DeFuniak Springs, Florida - $1,344.20 
 Consolidated Ace, DeFuniak Springs, Florida - $1,5 99.00 
 Gary's Saw Shop, Paxton, Florida - $1,336.38 
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Mr. Fountain requested authorization to purchase th e motor from Gary's Saw 

Shop in the amount of $1,336.38.  The Board agreed and placed this item on 

the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain stated that he obtained prices for th e purchase of a 

commercial grade lawn mower for District 2.  Driver  Mower Service, DeFuniak 

Springs, offered the best price for the type of mow er and requested 

authorization to purchase two mowers for District 2  and one mower for 

District 3 at a price of $979.95 each.  Mr. Fountai n stated that the mowers 

will be used by the prison crews and will help them  accomplish their work at 

a faster pace.  The Board agreed to purchase three mowers and also agreed to 

allow District 5 to purchase two mowers as needed.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Supe rvisor, appeared 

before the Board and requested the Board schedule a  public hearing on July 

14, 1998 at 5:05 p.m. to consider amending Ordinanc e #97-16.  Mrs. Williams 

stated that the Ordinance omitted lot 16 as origina lly requested by Mr. David 

Kramer.  The Board agreed and placed this item on t he consent agenda. 

 The Board appointed Mr. Robert Nelson to serve on the Contractor's 

Competency Board as Lay Member and requested Mr. Ro nnie Jones serve as 

alternate if Mr. Nelson declines.  This item will b e placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved the extension of the Housing As sistance Plan 

Agreement for a period of three years, through June  30, 2001.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to adopt a resolution incorporati ng the expedited 

processing of permits for affordable housing projec ts. This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Porter stated that he has saved appro ximately 3000 tons of 

asphalt from other recent paving projects (Coy Burg ess Road and Woodyard 

Road) and requested authorization to piggy-back bid  #97-105 at $33.55 per ton 

from Couch Construction, and purchase an additional  2000 tons for 

approximately $70,000 to resurface Site C-6 Road.  The Board agreed and 

placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Malcolm Patterson, Executive Director of the S outh Walton Tourist 

Development Council, appeared before the Commission ers and reported that he 
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has received conceptual approval for a $25,000 gran t for the Artificial Reef 

from DEP.  Mr. Patterson stated that the Board must  provide the money and the 

County will be reimbursed after proper documentatio n of expenditures are 

provided to DEP. 

 Mr. Patterson presented a request from Brice Nist,  Engineer for 

Regional Utilities, regarding the installation of a  pumping station at Ed 

Walline Park. Mr. Patterson stated that the pumping  station is needed for 

efficiency and requested permission to contact Mr. Nist if the Board 

approves.  The Commissioners agreed and placed this  item on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved payment to Bass Industries Inco rporated, Miami, 

Florida, in the amount of $10,569 for the purchase of lighted display boxes 

for the South Walton TDC.  This item will be placed  on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Patterson stated that spaces have been sold fo r advertising 

displays totaling $32,692 annually which will cover  the cost to purchase the 

lighted display boxes. 

 Mr. Patterson also requested to change the pay/wag e scale for the 

position of beach maintenance worker from a range o f $7.00-$8.00 per hour to 

$7.00-$10.00 per hour.  The Board agreed and placed  this item on the consent 

agenda.  

 The Board agreed to hire Mr. Tracy Howell as Beach  Maintenance 

Supervisor, TDC, at a beginning salary of $12.00 pe r hour and hire Mr. Jimmy 

Deal at $8.00 per hour as a beach maintenance worke r based upon 

recommendation of Mr. Patterson.  Mr. Patterson als o requested approval to 

increase their salary fifty-cent per hour upon comp letion of their 

probationary period.  The Board approved and placed  this item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 Discussion was held regarding the vending ordinanc e for beach vendors 

and mobile vendors in County parks.  The Commission ers agreed that they are 

not in favor of commercial vending in County parks.   Commissioner Butler 

advised that Mr. Ken Little, Code Enforcement Offic er, had served notice to 

some shrimp boat owners that were in violation of t he Scenic 98 guidelines 

regarding their shrimp signs. 

 Mr. Nelson Miner, County Engineer, appeared before  the Commissioners 

and requested approval to hire Mrs. Shannon Poole t o fill the temporary 

summer position at Public Works because of her prev ious experience with the 
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County.  The Commissioners voiced concerns over hir ing Mrs. Poole because she 

is currently employed and is only on summer break.  Commissioner Infinger 

stated the reason for approving the temporary summe r help is to provide 

students the opportunity to gain experience while a ssisting the County.  The 

Commissioners agreed to discuss the vacancy during Tuesday's regular 

scheduled meeting. 

 Mr. Miner also requested that the Commissioners co nsider adopting an 

ordinance relating to the repair of bridges which w ould state that wooden 

bridges in Walton County would be replaced with con crete bridges in the event 

of major storm damage.   FEMA will financially assi st the County in 

reconstructing concrete bridges in the event of sto rm damage.  Mr. Miner and 

Mr. Bell will work together to draft an ordinance f or the Commissioner's 

review. 

 Mrs. Lynda Robinson, Human Resource Officer, prese nted the performance 

evaluation report on Connie Brown and stated that t he recommendation is to 

place Mrs. Brown in permanent full-time employment status.  The Commissioners 

stated that they feel that Mrs. Brown has performed  her duties in an 

excellent manner and agreed to hire Mrs. Brown full -time.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Robinson requested to hire Mr. Richard Rau to  fill the vacancy of 

Building Inspector as recommended by the Personnel Committee.  The Board 

agreed to hire Mr. Rau as Building Inspector at $11 .30 per hour.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for the Human Resource Office t o utilize an 

anonymous Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmat ive Action questionnaire 

for applicants.  Mrs. Robinson stated that the form  is filled out on a 

strictly voluntary basis, but would assist her in c ompleting the required 

state reports regarding employment statistics.  The  Board agreed and placed 

this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Robinson presented the Commissioners with a c opy of the Hazardous 

Communication Plan for their review and stated that  the plan must be adopted 

by July. 

 Mrs. Robinson also presented a copy of the revised  Safety Program for 

each Commissioner to review.  Mrs. Robinson stated that the Safety Program 

was previously adopted, but the revisions must be r eviewed and adopted. 

 The Commissioners approved for Mr. Peter Cain, aud itor, to perform 
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research regarding overpayments in worker's compens ation insurance premiums 

at no cost unless a recovery is made.  This item wi ll be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Brooks Davis, District 3 Assistant Foreman, ma de a presentation to 

the Commissioners about the RACO 250 soil stabilize r and asphalt recycling 

machine.  Mr. Davis showed a video which demonstrat ed the versatility of the 

RACO 250.  Commissioner Infinger stated that Distri ct 3 will pay the 

demonstration costs if the other Commissioners woul d like to see the machine 

in operation.  Mr. Brooks presented a cost of appro ximately $240,000 for the 

purchase price and stated that if a three month lea se is signed, the monthly 

payments of $11,000 would go toward the purchase pr ice.  Mr. Davis will 

contact Mr. Wise and set a time for a demonstration .  District 2 and District 

3 agreed to divide the cost of the demonstration. 

 Sheriff McMillian appeared before the Board at the       request of 

Chairman Young and provided statistical information  relating to the increase 

in the number of inmates being booked into the jail .  The Sheriff spoke on 

overcrowding in both the male and female cells and stated that there is no 

space for juveniles.  Mr. McMillian advised that th e current structure was 

designed to add two additional floors.   

 Discussion was held regarding the usage of the add itional space which 

could possibly be constructed as the new court room  and administrative office 

space after additional jail cells are built.  Mr. M cMillian stated that 

Carlan Architects is currently figuring the costs o f the expansion. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Commissioners that they would  need to advertise 

for request for proposals to obtain the required es timates for any further 

expansions. Discussion was also held regarding addi tional parking. 

 Mr. McMillian also spoke to the Commissioners rega rding construction of 

a new sub station in South Walton.  Mr. McMillian s tated that he plans to 

build in the New Town Center, however, if the suit against the New Town 

Center is not settled within a reasonable time, the n he will have to look at 

alternative plans. 

 Mr. McMillian also stated that 911 is operating sm oothly and calls are 

steadily increasing and advised that another ambula nce is needed to cover the 

South Walton area. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle, Budget Officer, appeared before  the Board regarding 

the local option fuel tax and stated that the reven ues are designated as 2/5 
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for paving, 2/5 for maintenance, and 1/5 for equipm ent and bridges.  Mrs. 

Ingle suggested assigning separate line items in th e budget to separate the 

expenditures.  Discussion was held regarding imposi ng a user-tax and possibly 

reducing the ad valorem tax.   Chairman Young state d that he would like 

to see separate line items in the budget identifyin g separate expenditures to 

account for the fuel tax revenue.  The Commissioner s agreed to discuss this 

issue further during tomorrow's regular scheduled m eeting. 

 Commissioner Paul requested Mrs. Ingrid Burmeister , scheduled on the 

agenda, to appear at the next workshop due to a lac k of time. 

 Mr. Matt Douglass, EMS Director, appeared before t he Board and 

requested the Commissioners fund an additional EMS crew.  Mr. Douglass stated 

that providing another ambulance crew would allow t hem to work on a rotating 

basis throughout the County and provide better cove rage.  Serving the County 

on a rotating basis will also reduce the amount of overtime being paid, along 

with reducing the amount of mileage, fuel and maint enance on each vehicle. 

 Mr. Douglass also addressed the Mutual Aid Service  Agreement with the 

surrounding counties and the extent of services bei ng provided to them. 

 The Commissioners agreed to fund an additional EMS  crew and budget 

$69,658 for the remaining portion of FY 1997/98 and  begin providing the 

additional services immediately.  This item will be  placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Douglass requested the Commissioners approve t he job description 

for Assistant Director to provide additional superv isory coverage as a back-

up to Mr. Douglass.  The Board approved the job des cription for Assistant 

Director and agreed to advertise according to polic y to fill the vacancy.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to place Kevin Yates, Paramedic , in permanent full-

time employment status.  This item will be placed o n the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Douglass requested approval to surplus two amb ulance chassis' 

because of excessive mileage and advised that he wo uld like to recover some 

costs to assist with the expense of previously repl acing an engine in a 

another ambulance.  Commissioner Infinger stated th at he would like to get 

one and the Liberty Volunteer Fire Department wants  one. One of the 

ambulances is a 1990 Ford 350 with over 140,000 mil es. 

 The Board approved for Mrs. Connie Brown to attend  a seminar in 

Jacksonville, Florida on June 22, 1998, regarding c onsolidated billing.  This 
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item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Douglass advised that the EMS Billing Departme nt collected 

$39,623.25 between May 20, 1998 and June 3, 1998. 

 Mr. Phil Givens, Chairman of the Walton County Fir e Board, updated the 

Commissioners on the progress of the Liberty Volunt eer Fire Department.  Mr. 

Givens spoke about various fund raisers and the col lection of MSBU fees.  Mr. 

Givens presented statistics on the increased number  of calls they have 

responded to and requested the Commissioners consid er increasing the Fire 

Board's budget from $282,600 to $402,600. 

 Mrs. Suedelle Wilkerson, Finance Supervisor, prese nted the Expenditure 

Approval List consisting of the following bills: 
 
  GENERAL FUND   $120,071.54 
  COUNTY TRANSPORTATION TRUST    43,704.59 
  MOSQUITO CONTROL         64.05 
  LIBRARY        811.60 
  RECREATION PLAT FEE               7,661.51 
  SOLID WASTE ENTERPRISE    59,234.24 
  MOSSY HEAD VFD                 831.83 
      DARLINGTON VFD                  140.87 
  LIBERTY VFD                  53.05 
  RED BAY VFD                499.53 
  TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL      39,277.75 
  SECTION 8 HOUSING                   8.80 
  SHIP PROGRAM      1,628.00 
                    Total            $273,987.36 

 

The Commissioners approved payment of the bills and  placed this item on the 

consent agenda. 

 Ms. Kassy Keyes presented a summary of the legisla tive bills regarding 

the New Town Center and Local Sources First.  Mrs. Keyes presented the 

extension to the Florida Community Trust Grant.  Th e Board approved for 

Chairman Young and Attorney Miller to sign the exte nsion and placed this on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the DOR Child Support Enforceme nt Program Contract 

for FY 98/99, not to exceed $8,096.  This item will  be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Mr. Rich Allison,  Mossy Head Volunteer 

Fire Chief, thanking the Commissioners for their su pport. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Mr. James Hobbs o ffering to sell the 

County ten lots (Block C; lots 1-4 and 17-22) locat ed North of the jail.  Mr. 

Hobbs is asking $12,000 down and $12,000 per year f or a period of ten years 

and an additional cost of living increase for each year.  The Board agreed to 



June 8, 1998,  

Workshop 

                               8 

 

take this under advisement. 

 The Board approved the Dog Fly Control Program Agr eement with the 

Department of Agriculture.  This item will be place d on the consent agenda. 

 The Commissioners confirmed a phone poll taken on June 2, 1998, 

approving the purchase of an air conditioner for th e South Walton Annex.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Commissioners confirmed a phone poll approving  the following work 

for District 2; base work in the amount of $1.25 pe r square yard from Gum 

Creek Farms, agreed to overlay approximately 100 fe et on Webster Lane, 

approved repairs to the road area in front of the c hurch across from Cannon 

Drive, and approved the paving of Leisure Lake Road  for District 4.  These 

items will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to submit a letter to the Depar tment of Labor 

requesting the local JEP Board contract with the De partment of Labor for the 

up-front services for the wages program.  This item  will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell reminded the Commissioners of the Strateg ic Planning Workshop 

to be held on Tuesday, June 10, in Niceville.  

 Mr. Bell presented the names of the citizens who w ill serve on the 

Redistricting Committee as follows: District 1-Hilt on Lawson and Dennis 

Smith; District 2-Gene Williams and David Johnson; District 3-Ronnie Bozeman 

and Melvin McInnis; District 4-Eddie James and Jack ie Malone; District 5-

Maurice Gilbert and Robert Fleet. 

 The Board approved payment to IBM in the amount of  $10,200 for contract 

services from August 1, 1996 through July 31, 1997.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from the Supreme Court  of Florida 

confirming that the General Appropriations Act auth orized $200,000 for Walton 

County for consulting or architectural studies for court facility 

improvements.  A grant-in-aid agreement will be sub mitted for the Chairman's 

signature at a later date. 

 Mr. Bell presented a Tangible Personal Property In ventory & 

Accountability Manual for the Commissioner's review . 

 The Board approved to grant a beach vehicle permit  variance to Mr. 

Russell Wilson.  This item will be placed on the co nsent agenda. 

 The Board approved payment of an invoice to WALCO Discount Appliances, 
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DeFuniak Springs, Florida in the amount of $1,698.9 5 for an air conditioner, 

refrigerator and gas range for the Cluster Springs voting precinct.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved payment of an invoice to Superi or Lamp in the amount 

of $503.10 for Courthouse Maintenance.  This item w ill be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved payment of an invoice to Ray La mpert in the amount 

of $965.68 for breathing apparatus parts for the Tr i-Village Fire Department.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Martha Ingle, Shirl William s, and Lynda Robinson 

to attend the Florida Association of Counties Trust  Seminar in Lake City on 

August 6 and 7, 1998.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for the Courthouse Maintenance employees to begin 

construction in the blue storage building located a t the Shop to provide 

individual climatic controlled storage rooms for us e by the constitutional 

officers and county departments.  This item will be  placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Commissioner Paul to con tact Tri-County 

Transportation and request that they relocate their  offices from the County 

Shop to the canning center and allow Commissioner I nfinger to correct some 

problems at the Shop.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Clayton Adkinson informed the Board that WRP h as filed application 

and plans to install five wells that will allow the m to pump water to the 

Destin area and wanted to know if Walton County int ends to file an objection 

to the permit application.  The Board will discuss this issue further during 

tomorrow's regular meeting. 

 The Board approved for District 5 to purchase six (6) sets of outdoor 

bleachers from S & S Sports, Colchester, Connecticu t, in the amount of 

$5,879.94 for the Helen D. McCall Park to be paid f rom Impact Fees.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was a djourned at 12:15 

p.m. 

 

 

                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  William A. Young,  Chairman 
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ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


