
 

 

                             WORKSHOP 

                           JUNE 12, 1995 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

Workshop on Monday, June 12, 1995, at 8:30 A.M., in  the Commission Boardroom 

of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n Gordon Porter, 

Vice-Chairman Sam Pridgen, Commissioner Charles C. Harris, Commissioner 

Johnnie Moore, and Commissioner Rosier E. Cuchens, Jr.  The Board's 

Administrative Supervisor, Ronnie E. Bell, was also  present. 

 Chairman Porter called the meeting to order. 

 Matt Douglass, Ambulance Service Director, submitt ed a letter from the 

Medical Director, Ruben Garcia, regarding the need for a Training Officer for 

Walton County EMS.  Dr. Garcia recommended William May, a career paramedic, 

for the position.  The Board agreed to place this i tem on the consent agenda. 

 Jeff Brown, P.G. appeared before the Board and sub mitted a letter 

stating the approximate cost for running the test f or designing the remedial 

system at the landfill.  The estimated cost is $14, 535.00.  Mr. Brown stated 

in his letter that depending on how the aquifer res ponds to pumping, the test 

may not run as long as planned and the anticipated cost would be less.  The 

Board agreed to advertise for bids on the project.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 Ronnie Bell, Administrative Supervisor to the Boar d, presented a letter 

from Larry Laird, Building and Zoning Official for the City of DeFuniak 

Springs, regarding the stormwater retention basin f or the parking area 

recently constructed at the Walton County Property Appraisers office.  Mr. 

Laird stated that a retention pond is necessary for  the parking area. 

 Jan Shuba, representing Walton Regional Hospital, introduced the new 

Hospital Administrator, Mr. Jon Hufstedler. 

 Marilyn Coe, Walton/DeFuniak Library Director, adv ised the Board of the 

Library grant proposal deadline being May 1, 1996.  Alysee Erwin, Library 

Treasurer, inquired on possible available land in S outh Walton for the new 

Library. 

 Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Superviso r, advised that Tom 

McKinzie has volunteered to take Gary Billingsly's position as Lay Person on 
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the Competency Board Review Committee and that Roy McCloud has resigned from 

the Scenic 98 Committee. 

 Mrs. Williams stated that she received a request f rom a lady living 

within the DeFuniak Springs city limits for assista nce from the HOME Program.  

Mrs. Williams advised that the county can not help her because she lives 

within the city limits.  Mrs. Williams will prepare  a letter to the lady.  

Mrs. Williams advised that two contracts have been signed for new homes.  The 

county must relocated the two families until the ho mes are finished.  The 

funds for relocating the two families will be reimb ursed by HOME funds. 

 Mrs. Williams stated that she spoke with Darcy Cha ney regarding fire 

safety inspections and he indicated that the liabil ity insurance is too 

expensive.  Mrs. Williams suggested that Jim Watson  work part-time two or 

three days a week as a Fire Safety Inspector until the county can hire a 

full-time Fire Safety Inspector.  The funds are in the Building Department 

Budget due to Kenneth Wilkerson's unused salary.  T he Board agreed to place 

this item on the consent agenda.  Mrs. Williams sta ted that Billy Bearden 

will be attending Fire Safety School soon, then the  part-time position will 

be terminated.  Mrs. Williams stated that Billy Bea rden passed his Building 

Inspection Test. 

 Iva Starns, Chairman of the South Walton Fire Boar d, appeared before 

the Board addressing some concerns with the respons ibilities of the South 

Walton Fire Department.  Mr. Starns stated that the  South Walton Fire 

Volunteers not only assist in fires but also to med -assit calls.  No funds 

are in the budget for med-assist calls.  The Board agreed to look into the 

matter. 

 Mr. Bell opened the scheduled bids for bid number 95-117; paving of 

Rock Hill Road, Church Street and Hill Street, loca ted in District 1. 
 
  Okaloosa Asphalt: 
   S-1 Asphalt  6335 tons $35.12 per ton $222,485.0 0 
   Primer      11890 gal  $  .90 per gal $ 10,701.0 0 
   Total       
        $233,186.20 
 
  Panhandle Grading and Paving: 
   S-1 Asphalt  6335 tons $40.40 per ton $255,934.0 0 
   Primer      11890 gal  $ 2.00 per gal $ 23,780.0 0 
   Total                                 $279.714.0 0 
 
  Florida Asphalt Paving Company: 
   S-1 Asphalt  6335 tons $43.21 per ton $276,735.3 5 
   Primer      11890 gal  $ 1.50 per gal $ 17,835.0 0 
   Total                                 $291.570.3 5 
 
Bid Number 95-116: Building Department Truck 
 
  Cook Whitehead Ford  No Bid 
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  Orville Beckford Ford $13,100.00 
   
  Hub City Ford  $12,975.00 

 

 The Board recessed for five minutes. 

 Mr. Lloyd Thompson, resident of Walton County, app eared before the 

Board to discuss a drainage problem on McCullough R oad leading to Dr. 

Garcia's property.  Commissioner Moore stated that the County Attorney 

advised to hold up on repairing the road.  Mr. Thom pson stated that county 

run-off is creating the problem.  Mr. Thompson sugg ested to create a sand 

trap, shake, raise and cover the culverts.  The Boa rd agreed to bring up this 

issue at tomorrow's regular meeting when the County  Attorney is present. 

 Mr. Bell reminded the Board of two Public Hearings  scheduled for 

tonight. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Bruce Pease, Pres ident of the Mossy 

Head/Oakwood Hills Volunteer Fire Department, reque sting to purchase two hand 

held radios in the amount of $457.89 each and four radio connectors at $6.95 

each for a total of $943.58.  The Board agreed to p lace this item on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell read a letter from Jim Loveland, represen ting Beard Equipment 

Company, regarding the excavator bid.  Mr. Bell adv ised the Board that Beard 

Equipment Company's bid did not meet specifications . 

 Mr. Bell presented a draft of the amended undergro und utility 

ordinance.  The Board discussed the proposed change s and agreed to continue 

the advertised Public Hearing and hold a public wor kshop with the local 

utility companies. 

 Mr. Bell discussed the transitions plan update for  ADA requirements.  

The renovations must be completed by October 1, 199 5.  The Board agreed to 

appoint a five member committee to participate in r eviewing the plan.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Tom Hughes, owner of property beside the Secti on 8 Office, 

discussed selling the property to the county.  Chai rman Porter stated that 

the appraised value is $17,500.00 and that the zoni ng needs to be changed 

from residential to commercial by the City of DeFun iak. 

 There being no further business, Chairman Porter a djourned the 

Workshop. 

 

                              APPROVED:____________ _____________ 
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                                       Gordon Porte r, Chairman 

ATTEST:______________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 


