
                             WORKSHOP 

                           JUNE 23, 1997 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, June 23, 1997 at 8:30 a .m., in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., and Commissione r Randall Infinger. 

Commissioner Joel Paul was absent.  Commissioner Go rdon Porter was also 

absent due to attending the Florida Association of Counties Meeting in Fort 

Lauderdale, Florida.  Ronnie Bell, Administrative S upervisor, was present.  

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Don Brown, representing TITAN Insurance, appeared before the Board to 

request an opportunity to bid on the County's gener al liability insurance for 

the upcoming fiscal year.  The Board agreed to prep are a letter to Bliss-

McKnight Management Corporation of Florida, FACT, i nforming them that the 

Board agreed to accept proposals to provide general  liability insurance 

coverage for the County.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Bob Berglund, representing the Walton County Human e Society, stated 

that if they order the truck, which the Board appro ved for them to purchase, 

through the Purchasing Department, 

the delivery date will exceed ninety days.  This is  not an acceptable time 

being that the Animal Control Ordinance becomes eff ective in July.  Mr. 

Berglund advised of a 1996 4X4 truck available at T riangle Chevrolet for 

immediate delivery at a cost of $18,550.  Mr. Bergl und stated that the bank 

will not finance the vehicle unless the Humane Soci ety has a cosigner.  The 

Board agreed to purchase the 1996 4X4 truck from Tr iangle Chevrolet in the 

amount of $18,550.  The Board had previously approv ed a transfer of funds 

from General Fund contingencies to the Humane Socie ty in the amount of 

$10,971.00.  One thousand dollars of this amount wa s to be used for a payment 

on a new vehicle.  Mr. Berglund stated that the Hum ane Society will give the 

Board back $1,000 to be placed toward the purchase.   The Board agreed to 

transfer $17,550 from General Fund contingencies to  purchase the truck for 

the Humane Society.  This item will be placed on th e consent agenda. 

 Tommy Stephens, Director of the North Walton Mosqu ito Control, 

requested permission to purchase 2,000 gallons of B ioMist 4 chemical from 
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Clark Mosquito Products in the amount of $72,000.  This company is the only 

source for this type of chemical.  The Board agreed  to waive the bid 

procedure and allow Mr. Stephens to purchase the ch emical.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Katrina Pickles, representing the Walton County Ar t League, stated that 

the Walton County Art League would like to have con structed at the Farmer's 

Market a separate room at the east end of the prope rty under the existing 

covered area.  The Art League is willing to pay for  the cost of this 

construction.  Ms. Pickles requested that the Count y build and supervise the 

construction of the room according to County and Ci ty specifications.  The 

Board agreed to utilize inmate labor to build the f acility and direct 

Attorney Miller to prepare a lease with the Walton County Art League for a 

period of twenty-five years at a cost of $1.00 per year.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Matt Douglass, Ambulance Service Supervisor, advis ed the Board that out 

of the three matching grants which he applied for t o the State, Walton County 

received two.  The total amount for both grants is $53,890.93.  This amount 

will be applied to the 1997-98 fiscal year budget.  The County's match is 

$17,963.47.  The grants will be utilized for radio equipment in the amount of 

$48,790.00 and continuing education in the amount o f $5100.00. 

 Mr. Douglass requested permission to purchase vide o tapes in the amount 

of $365.00 from American Seminar Institute for Ambu lance Service continuing 

education.  The Board agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Douglass discussed placing a second EMS crew i n South Walton 

County.  A 12X24 (288 square foot) building can be constructed at an 

estimated cost of $5,760.  Mr. Douglass stated that  Sheriff McMillian has 

found a single wide trailer owned by William Wilson  located on South Holiday 

Road which the County can utilize at no cost.  The Board agreed to direct 

Attorney Miller to prepare a lease agreement with M r. Wilson for the use of 

the trailer by the Ambulance Service.  This item wi ll be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Vice-Chairman Butler stated that he would like to relocate his District 

Yard to J.D. Miller Road. 

 Malcolm Patterson, Executive Director of the South  Walton Tourist 

Development Council, requested permission to purcha se 200,000 location maps 

from Meigs, O'Connor, Ricks in the amount of $5,245 .  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 
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 Mr. Patterson stated that bids were received for T -shirts advertising 

the Fall Sports Festival.  The low bidder was Blue Dolphin Designs.  Bids 

were received for sleeve imprints and without sleev e imprints.  The cost from 

Blue Dolphin Designs for sleeve imprints is $10,713  and without imprints, 

$9,740.  The Tourist Development Council Board has not yet decided which to 

order.  The Board agreed to authorize the South Wal ton Tourist Development 

Council to purchase approximately 1400 T-shirts fro m the low bidder, Blue 

Dolphin Designs for an amount not to exceed $10,713 .  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Patterson advised the Board that the construct ion plans for the new 

Tourist Development Building located on Highway 331  and Highway 98 did not 

have a security system included.  Mr. Patterson sta ted that he contacted 

several security system companies and received seve ral quotes.  He has not 

yet had an opportunity to review the quotes, but wi ll have a recommendation 

at tomorrow's regular meeting. 

 Ronnie Bell, Administrative Supervisor, opened the  advertised bids as 

follows: 
 
  Sandy Creek Bridge repair, located in District 1 
   Anderson Marine          $159,750.00 
   Pneumatic Concrete Co.   $183,942.00 
 
  Bid 97-103: new wheel loader for the Landfill 
   Pensacola Ford Tractor    NO BID 
   Total Equipment Rental    NO BID 

 

This concludes the bid opening. 

 Chairman Young advised that he spoke with a gentle man requesting to 

demonstrate a product to place in the cracks of roa ds and bridge 

construction.  The gentleman will be at the Brown P it on Wednesday morning at 

9:00 a.m. 

 Mr. Bell reminded the Board of a Workshop schedule d at 1:00 p.m. today 

to discuss a county-wide noise ordinance. 

 Mr. Bell reminded the Board of a public hearing sc heduled at 2:00 p.m. 

today to consider renewing the franchise agreement with Cablevision. 

 Mr. Bell stated that the Board received a Child Su pport Enforcement 

Contract for service of process with the Sheriff's Department and the Board 

from the Department of Revenue.  The Department of Revenue will reimburse the 

County for a portion of the cost of service.  The t otal amount of the 

contract is $12,000.  The Board agreed to approve t he agreement and place 

this item on the consent agenda. 
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 Mr. Bell presented a proposal from Government Serv ices Group, Inc., to 

develop and assist in implementation of a non-ad va lorem assessment program 

for fire services for the Liberty, Glendale, Darlin gton, Red Bay and Freeport 

(outside the City limits) Volunteer Fire Department s.  In addition, this work 

plan will recalculate Mossy Head's assessments.  Th e price on the proposal 

was $48,000.  Mr. Bell stated that he spoke with Mr . Sheets of GSG and they 

have agreed to reduce the total contract price to $ 46,000.  The County must 

pay for these costs before December 31, 1997, but w ould recoup the cost from 

the fire departments when they receive their monies  from the Tax Collector.  

The Board agreed to approve the agreement and place  this item on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board agreed to designate Rusty Floyd, Landfil l Supervisor, as the 

Walton County Recycling Coordinator and allow him t o attend a mandatory 

workshop for recycling coordinators to be held in H aines City on July 23, 

1997.  This item will be placed on the consent agen da. 

 Mr. Bell presented four agreements from the Depart ment of 

Transportation (DOT) for the installation of automa tic railroad grade 

crossing traffic control devices at four locations within the County.  The 

locations of these devises are as follows:  Boy Sco ut Road, Feed Mill Road, 

Norwood Road and Plant Road. The County is not resp onsible for the cost of 

installation but is responsible for fifty percent o f the maintenance cost.  

The Board agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a request from DOT that the Bo ard approve a traffic 

signal control maintenance and operation request.  DOT has received a request 

to place a flashing amber signal for a school entra nce sign on State Road 83, 

to make motorist aware of the Cornerstone Christian  Academy.  The County 

would be responsible for the maintenance of the lig ht and pay the power bill 

for the flashing light.  The Board agreed to place this item on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised that the Volunteer Fire Departmen ts are requesting 

assistance from the Board in paying for the Hepatit is B shots for their 

volunteer firefighters.  The shots cost $150 for a series of three shots for 

each firefighter.  The Board agreed to budget $18,0 00 during the 1997-98 

fiscal year for the cost of these shots.  This item  will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a request from the Northwest F lorida Water 

Management District for the Board to designate a co unty or community 
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representative to participate in the review of the District's management 

practices of the Choctawhatchee River tract.  The B oard agreed to appoint 

Commissioner Joel Paul, Jr. as the County represent ative.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised that the Board has received a che ck in the amount of 

$30,011.47 from the Department of Environmental Pro tection through the 

Florida Boating Improvement Program.  These monies must be used for boating 

improvements throughout the County.  This amount wi ll be amended into the 

1996-97 General Fund budget.  The Board discussed s everal uses for the funds 

and agreed to make a priority list of the needs in each district. 

 Mr. Bell presented the April Prison Work Squad Rep ort from the Walton 

Correctional Institution for the Board's review. 

 Mr. Bell presented the employee evaluation sheet d rafted by 

Commissioner Paul for the Board's review and approv al.  The Board agreed to 

table this matter for further review. 

 Mr. Bell advised that the two trucks (BCC 1944 and  BCC 1945) which 

Commissioner Paul placed in the consignment auction  in Marianna sold for 

$52,000 each.  The Board agreed to schedule a publi c hearing to amend the 

funds into the District 1 budget under road materia ls. 

 The Board agreed to advertise for a public hearing  to consider amending 

Ordinance 97-15, which regulates the sale and consu mption of alcoholic 

beverages in Grayton Beach as defined in the ordina nce.  The public hearing 

will be held July 22, 1997 at 11:00 a.m.  This item  will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow districts working four t en hour days to no 

longer be charged annual leave for holidays.  This item will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to credit Districts 1 and 5 emplo yees two hours of 

annual leave charged for each holiday from November  19, 1996 to present.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow those districts working four ten hour days to 

take the Monday following the Fourth of July Holida y, which falls on a 

Friday, as their holiday.  This item will be placed  on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented three applications received for  the County Engineer 

position.  The Board will review these applications . 

 The Board agreed to utilize recreational impact fe es to hire Rick Hall 

as a traffic consultant for District 5.  This item will be placed on the 
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consent agenda.  Vice-Chairman Butler stated that h e would also utilize Mr. 

Hall to help with the design of the sidewalks and b ike paths on County Road 

30A. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Angie Biddle, Gra nts Coordinator, 

advising that she received an application package f or grant funding from the 

Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of D esign and Recreation 

Services (FRDAP), for a public recreation grant.  T he deadline to submit the 

application is August 31, 1997.  The funds are for public outdoor recreation. 

 Mrs. Biddle prepared a letter to the Board advisin g that Ronnie Bell 

and she attended the Transitions Workshop for the F lorida Boating Improvement 

Program in Tallahassee on June 12, 1997.  Walton Co unty has been allocated 

the sum of $7,790.56 for the fiscal year 1996.  Wal ton County also has 

$22,220.91 in unobligated funds from prior years wh ich gives a total of 

$30,011.47 to be utilized for boating improvement p rojects.  The Board must 

decide how to expend these funds. 

 Mr. Bell stated that he received a request from Ga il Smith   

for the Board to assist the Bay Elementary School i n purchasing a rubber tire 

base for their playground.  Mr. Bell stated that ap proximately $2,482.50 

remains in the Waste Tire Grant account.  The Board  agreed to utilize the 

remainder of the Waste Tire Grant funds to assist t he Bay Elementary School.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented an agreement with Business Reco rds Corporation for 

the Computer Assisted Special Assessment System pur chase and maintenance 

services and for the AS/400 upgrade and peripheral configuration for the 

contract year beginning October 1, 1997 through Sep tember 30, 1998.  The cost 

is $11,686.61 per year for a period of five years.  The 1997-98 fiscal year 

will complete the fourth year of the contract.  The  Board agreed to place 

this item on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Shirl Williams and Ronni e Bell attend a 

meeting on July 1, 1997 in Tallahassee, Florida wit h the Department of 

Community Affairs to discuss the Walton County Comp rehensive Plan.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve an invoice from Southe rn Earth Scientist in 

the amount of $1,849 for geotechnical work at the S outh Walton Library.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda.  The fun ds will be transferred 

from General Fund contingencies into the General Fu nd professional services 

account. 
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 Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Superviso r, advised of a 

request from the Contractor Competency Board to ame nd the ordinance to 

require applicants to provide proof of continued ed ucation.  The Board stated 

that it is already a State requirement and does not  feel it is necessary to 

require proof a second time.  No action was taken o n this matter. 

 The Board recessed briefly. 

 Al Flowers appeared before the Board to request pe rmission to reopen 

the Flowersview Bar.  Chairman Young informed Mr. F lowers that the Board 

previously voted to deny the request due to a nonco nforming use of the 

property.  No further action was taken. 

 Jerry Fountain, Shop Manager/Purchasing Agent, app eared before the 

Board to discuss several items of concern with the County Shop and Purchasing 

Department. 

 Mr. Fountain explained a key system to activate fu el pumps at the Shop 

and Districts.  Discussion followed.  The Board agr eed with the key system 

and will determine the number of keys needed for ea ch district.  The Board 

agreed to advertise for bids for a full package key  system. 

 Mr. Fountain stated that he needs authorization to  put keys on county 

chippers and other equipment that are sometimes lef t at job sites overnight 

to prevent vandalism.  The Board agreed. 

 Mr. Fountain stated that the owner of the Lewis Be ar Company will not 

allow the County Shop to tie into their lift statio n.  The Board must pursue 

other options. 

 Mr. Fountain requested written authorization to al low the County Shop 

mechanics to interrupt one job to begin work on ano ther.  Mr. Fountain stated 

that this would eliminate misunderstandings which s ometimes occur.  Chairman 

Young stated that this should not be a problem and could be worked out. 

 Mr. Fountain stated that he is moving forward with  a price schedule for 

purchasing fuel.  Discussion followed. 

 Mr. Fountain discussed the blanket purchase order system with a limit 

of $50.  Mr. Fountain inquired as to whom the Board  considered as a local 

business.  The Board agreed that Wal-Mart is a corp oration, not a local 

business. 

 Mr. Fountain asked about an Environmental Consulta nt for the County.  

Mr. Bell stated that resumés should be sent to his office. 

 Mr. Bell advised that the Northwest Florida Water Management District 

is sending a check in the amount of $13,850 for pay ment in lieu of taxes.  
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The Board needs to decide how to expend these funds . 

 The Board agreed to approve an invoice from M.D. M oody and Sons for the 

delivery cost for a crane rental in the amount of $ 2,495.63.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve an invoice from Preble -Rish in   

the amount of $8,800 for beach restoration.  This i s part of the DEP Grant.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve an invoice from Gary S mith Ford in the 

amount of $18,160 for a truck to be utilized by Ron nie Hudson, Public Works 

Director.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve an invoice from Preble -Rish in the amount 

of $20,000 for the Sea Oat Grant Project.  This ite m will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve three budget transfers  as follows:  $1,849 

from General Fund contingencies to professional ser vice, $17,550 from General 

Fund contingencies to the Humane Society, and $2,00 0 from General Fund 

contingencies to State Attorney rentals and leases.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve an invoice from Constr uction Service 

Company in the amount of $18,900 for the Artificial  Reef Project.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to authorize Carr, Galloway, Loll ey and Averett, 

auditing firm, to audit the General Fund Emergency Management and 911 budgets 

as requested by Sheriff McMillian.  This item will be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Dede Hinote, Deputy Clerk, advised of a request fr om Heilig Meyers for 

the Board to donate funds for the fish fry fund rai ser for Cystic Fibrosis.  

The Board denied the request. 

 The Board established September 30, 1997 as the cu t-off date for 

approving purchases to equip the South Walton Annex . 

 Mrs. Hinote requested clarification regarding the requirements and 

documents necessary to register an animal and purch ase a beach dog tag.  The 

Board agreed to adopt the following administration rules relating to the 

Animal Control Ordinance: 
 
  1.   Obtain the beach dog tags and household  
   certifications from the Walton County  
   Building Department, located in DeFuniak  
   Springs, and the South Walton Building  
   Department, located on Highway 98 in Santa Rosa  
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   Beach. 
  2.   Provide proof of Walton County real property   
   ownership, such as a deed or property tax  
   receipt, and proof of rabies vaccination. 
  3.   Beach dog tags will be sold for $25 per tag.  
  4.   Effective date of Ordinance will be extended  to  
   July 22, 1997. 

 

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Hinote reminded the Board that the adoption o f a Walton County 

Nudity Ordinance passed on referendum back in Novem ber of 1996.  The Board 

agreed to advertise for a public hearing to conside r a Walton County Nudity 

Ordinance to be held July 22, 1997 at 2:00 p.m.  Th is item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board recessed for lunch. 

 Chairman Young called to order the advertised Work shop to discuss a 

Walton County Noise Ordinance.  George R. Miller, C ounty Attorney, and 

Commissioner Joel Paul, Jr., joined the meeting. 

 Attorney Miller presented the proposed ordinance.  The ordinance is 

much like the City of Destin's noise ordinance.  Th e ordinance does not 

require a decibel reader.  The Board agreed to sche dule a public hearing to 

consider adopting a Walton County Noise Ordinance o n July 22, 1997 at 1:00 

p.m.  This item will be placed on the consent agend a. 

 The Board recessed until 2:00 p.m. 

 Chairman Young called to order the advertised publ ic hearing to 

consider renewing the franchise agreement with Cabl evision (U.S. Cable) 

formerly known as Multivision. 

 Susan Blair, representing Cablevision, was present  to answer questions.  

Much discussion was heard regarding the poor servic e from Cablevision.  Ricky 

Rookis, representing Gulf Place, Beth Folta, repres enting Seaside, Richard 

Veldman, representing Rivard Realty, Julie Elborne,  representing Abbott 

Resorts, and others voiced their complaints with th e service from 

Cablevision. 

 Motion by Commissioner Infinger, second by Commiss ioner Paul, to table 

the public hearing until July 7, 1997, at 1:00 p.m. , so that the General 

Manager and Engineer of Cablevision can be present to help answer questions 

pertaining to certain areas of concern.  Attorney M iller stated that the 

language in the franchise agreement needs to be rev ised.  Ayes 4, Nayes 0.  

Infinger Aye, Paul Aye, Butler Aye, Young Aye. 

 There being no further business, Chairman Young ad journed the meeting. 
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                        APPROVED:__________________ ________ 

                                 William A. Young, Chairman 

ATTEST:___________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


