
                             WORKSHOP 

                           JULY 11, 1994 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, July 11, 1994, at 8:30 A.M., in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n Gordon Porter, 

Vice-Chairman Sam Pridgen, Commissioner Charles C. Harris, Commissioner 

Johnnie Moore, and Commissioner Rosier E. Cuchens, Jr.  The Board's 

Administrative Supervisor, Mr. Ronnie E. Bell, was also present. 

 Chairman Porter opened the Workshop for discussion . 

 Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Superviso r, advised the Board 

that nine new houses will be built in Walton County  under the Florida Housing 

Agency Home Program.  Mrs. Williams stated that a p rovision needs to be 

included in the loan that when the borrower dies, t he loan is not payable 

immediately, that if an heir qualifies, they can as sume the loan. 

Mrs. Williams stated that the Florida Housing Agenc y holds the lien, not the 

County. 

 Chairman Porter stated Mrs. Hinote, resident on Ri chardson Road, has 

concerns with the remolding of her house.  Mrs. Wil liams stated that she 

would call Mrs. Hinote and inquire about her concer ns. 

 Mrs. Williams stated that Sherri Judkins, schedule d on the agenda, 

appeared before the Code Enforcement Board with ano ther appeal against Randy 

Ross and Emerald Coast Motor Sports.  At the meetin g, Mr. Miller, County 

Attorney, advised the Code Enforcement Board that t hey were not required to 

rehear the issue due to a hirer court's ruling.  Mr s. Judkins did not like 

Mr. Miller's suggestion and is coming before the Bo ard of County 

Commissioners tomorrow.  Commissioner Cuchens state d that there is definitely 

a noise problem and something needs to be done.  Th e Board agreed to speak 

with Mr. Miller tomorrow regarding the matter. 

 Mr. Ronnie Hudson, Public Works Director, advised the Board that Sam 

Campbell, garbage truck driver for the landfill, is  approved for a two week 

vacation.  Mr. Hudson stated that a replacement dri ver is needed for the two 

weeks.  Chairman Porter stated that he would allow a man in his District to 

drive the truck while Mr. Campbell is out. 

 Steven Robins, resident of District 3, Richardson Road, appeared before 

the Board to advise that the heavy trucks carrying pipe for the gas line is 
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destroying county roads.  Mr. Robins stated that it  should not be county 

funds used to repair the roads.  The Board agreed t hat this matter needs to 

be reviewed. 

 Mr. Ronnie Bell, County Administrator, presented t he Board with a 

report from Mr. Charles McMillian, Courthouse Maint enance Supervisor, 

regarding the building structure of Chance's Flower  Shop across from the 

Walton County Sheriff Department. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that eight applications  have been received 

for the advertised position for County Engineer.  T he Board agreed that a 

decision needs to be made as soon as possible. 

 Tom Powell, Economic Development Council Director,  advised the Board 

that a decision needs to be made regarding if the C ounty is interested in a 

contract for a private prison to be located in Walt on County.  Mr. Powell 

stated that this in no way obligates Walton County,  only that a response must 

be in Tallahassee by this afternoon.  The Board agr eed to advise the State 

Department of Corrections that Walton County may be  interested in having a 

private prison located in Walton County. 

 Walter McAdams, resident of Glendale, appeared bef ore the Board to 

advise of a dam being located on a county road, She rman Street.  Mr. McAdams 

stated that the dam has changed the natural flow of  the water and something 

needs to be done.  The Board assured Mr. McAdams th at they would investigate 

the matter. 

 Herbert Harrison appeared before the Board to ask where the city and 

county lines begin on First Street.  Mr. Harrison r equested that the road be 

straitened.  The Board advised Mr. Harrison that th ey would research to find 

out exactly where the county and city lines are on the road. 

 Mr. Mike Barker, Public Safety Director, appeared before the Board to 

give an update on the flood situation.  Mr. Barker stated that Walton County 

has been declared as a Federal Disaster Area.  Mr. Barker stated that 

government and private resources are available to r eimburse Walton County for 

expenses incurred due to the flood.  Mr. Barker sta ted that 75% of the flood 

related costs is reimbursable as of July 2, 1994.  The Board agreed to adopt 

an additional resolution extending the local state of emergency for 72 hours 

after July 11, 1994, and enlist the aid of the Hono rable Governor of the 

State of Florida, the State Cabinet, and our Repres entative in Washington, 

D.C., for assistance in our time of need.  This ite m will be placed on the 

consent agenda.  Mr. Barker stated that a Disaster Application Center will be 
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opened at the Freeport City Hall tomorrow at 2:00 P .M.  Applications will be 

taken over the telephone on a 1800 number, 24 hours  a day.   

 Mr. Barker stated that a resolution needs to be in  place stating that 

all damaged structures, bridges, roads, etc., must be reconstructed in a more 

superior state than originally constructed.  Mr. Ba rker stated that a 

resolution of this sort should be in place before a  damage assessment is 

completed, so that adequate funds can be reimbursed  to restore the damaged 

structures.  This item will be placed on the consen t agenda.   

 Mr. Barker stated that the Department of Transport ation will provide 

dump trucks, front-end loaders, and graders to coun ties in need.  Mr. Barker 

stated that he would request 25 dump trucks, 5 fron t-end loaders, and 5 

graders.  The Board agreed to approve the receipts for food purchased for the 

EOC Building employees, shelters, and the Red Cross  personnel.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Harris directed Mr. Bell to advertise  for bids for sale 

for dump trucks from Districts 1 and 2. 

 Chairman Porter advised the Board of a negative le tter received from 

Senator Robert Hardin regarding the New Harmony Com munity Center.  The Board 

directed Mr. Bell to respond to the Senator's lette r. 

 The Board agreed to adopt a resolution recommendin g Mrs. Gladys Milton 

be listed in the Florida Women's Hall of Fame.  Thi s item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle, Chief Deputy Clerk, advised the  Board of a letter 

received from David Green's office regarding Campbe ll Street located in 

District 5.  Commissioner Cuchens has a copy of the  letter.  Mrs. Ingle 

stated that the matter needs to be referred to Mr. Miller for review. 

 There being no further business, Chairman Porter a djourned the 

Workshop. 

 

               APPROVED:_________________________ 

                       Gordon Porter, Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 

 


