
                                     

 

                                 BUDGET WORKSHOP 

                                 JULY 13, 1990 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a 

Budget Workshop on Friday, July 13, 1990, at 8:30 A .M., in the County 

Commission Boardroom of the Walton County Courthous e. 

 The following Board Members were present:  Chairma n Sam Pridgen, Vice-

Chairman Donald D. Brown, Commissioner W.F. Miles, Commissioner Wilson Holley, 

and Commissioner Robert G. Fleet. The County's Admi nistrative Supervisor, Mr. 

Ronnie E. Bell, was also present. 

 Chairman Pridgen opened the workshop for discussio ns. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle, Chief Deputy Clerk, advised tha t Mrs. Shirley Ward, 

Executive Director of the Association of Retarded C itizens (ARC), is out of 

town and will return on July 16, 1990. 

 Mrs. Ingle stated that Ms. Marilyn Coe, County Lib rarian, will be 

returning Mrs. Ingle's phone call.  The Health Depa rtment is gathering the 

requested information.  Commissioner Fleet advised that the COPE Center is 

gathering budget information as well. 

 Mrs. Nellie Thompson, Supervisor of Elections, adv ised that a 

computerized visual scanner (AIS-115 optical mark r eader) till cost 

approximately $28,000.00.  The scanner will be used  for tabulating absentee 

ballots.  Mrs. Thompson recommended entering into a  lease-purchase agreement.  

In that manner, no increase in her proposed budget will be necessary.  The 

company is sending its proposal for the lease-purch ase contract. 

 Mrs. Ingle advised of the following remaining paym ents on County 

Transportation Trust (CTT) machinery and equipment:  

  District 1:  one payment of $14,987.00 

  District 3:  three payments of $28,888.00 each 



                                     

 

  District 4:  one payment of $24,975.00 

  District 5:  three payments of $28,806.00 each 

 General discussion followed regarding various area s of the 1990-91 

proposed budget. 

 Commissioner Fleet reviewed the various areas of s ervice of the Council 

on Aging.  He stated that the Council actually need s $54,122.00  

more than what is requested to "operate at prime" a nd serve all the people 

currently on the Council's waiting list. 

 The Board agreed to divide the $300,000.00 in 5024 1.64 equally between 

the five districts and each district will make paym ents out of its portion. 

 Discussion followed regarding the funding of the h ospital bond payment 

and the hospital's budget request. 

 Mrs. Ingle advised that the Board had discussed us ing surplus funds to 

pay for the architectural firm performing Courthous e and old jail renovation 

evaluations.  Vice-Chairman Brown requested informa tion regarding the increase 

in surplus funds at the end of each year for the pa st four years.  Mrs. Ingle 

stated that the new jail will be paid off in 1990-9 1 and perhaps the debt 

service can then be continued for the old jail/Cour thouse renovations. 

 Discussion followed regarding the North Walton Mos quito Control's 

proposed budget. 

 The Board recessed for ten minutes. 

 Commissioners Holley and Fleet strongly suggested constructing an office 

building on a vacant County-owned lot across from t he Annex to house the Public 

Defender, State Attorney, and Section 8 Housing off ices.  The Board directed 

Mr. Bell to investigate the possibility. 

 The Board discussed the provision of Florida law f or a County Fire 

Inspector.  Chief Lawrence Berg, South Walton Fire District, is interested in 



                                     

 

contracting with the County to fulfill this mandate .  It was discussed sending 

Mr. Darcy Chaney, County Building Inspector, to fir e inspection training.  He 

would inspect all buildings north of Choctawhatchee  Bay.  If his reassignment 

occurs, it would be necessary to hire a Building In spector to replace Mr. 

Chaney.  Discussion followed.  The Board directed M rs. Ingle not to calculate 

an additional inspector ($7.00 per hour) into the B uilding Inspections budget 

at this time. 

 Sheriff Quinn McMillian appeared before the Board to review his proposed 

1990-91 budget.  Lengthy discussion followed. 

 Mr. Bell reported the total salaries of Mr. Bruce Ward, County 

Agricultural Agent; Mrs. Becky Young, Home Economis t; and Mrs. Rebecca  

Parker, 4-H Agent:  $34,255.92, $30,819.24, and $22 ,537.06 respectively.  Vice-

Chairman Brown directed Mr. Bell to determine if th e County has  a statutory 

obligation to subsidize the above-named individuals ' salaries and, if so, is 

the County required to subsidize at that level. 

 The Board debated the percentage of County residen ts currently paying ad 

valorem taxes. 

 Aid to the Canning Center is $10,000.00 with an ad ditional $5,000.00 for 

a state matching grant for transportation. 

 The Board allocated $5,954.00 in the Purchasing De partment's budget for 

Training. 

 Discussion followed regarding certain possible per sonnel changes in the 

Purchasing Department. 

 Mr. Gordon Williams, North Walton Mosquito Control  Director, will appear 

at the July 19, 1990, Budget Workshop. 

 Vice-Chairman Brown requested that a representativ e of the hospital 

appear before the Board to further discuss the hosp ital's budget request. 



                                     

 

 The next Budget Workshop was scheduled for Thursda y, July 19, 1990, at 

12:30 P.M. 

 Chairman Pridgen adjourned the Budget Workshop. 

 

                                   APPROVED:_______ ____________________ 

                                                 Sa m Pridgen, Chairman 

 

ATTEST:_____________________________ 

            Catherine King, Clerk  


