
                                     

 

                                 BUDGET WORKSHOP 

                                 JULY 19, 1990 

 The Walton County Board of County Commissioners me t in a Budget Workshop 

on Thursday, July 19, 1990, at 12:30 P.M., in the C ounty Commission Boardroom 

of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board Members were present:  Chairma n Sam Pridgen, Vice-

Chairman Donald D. Brown, Commissioner W.F. Miles, Commissioner Wilson Holley, 

and Commissioner Robert G. Fleet. The County's Admi nistrative Supervisor, Mr. 

Ronnie E. Bell, and the County's Attorney, Mr. Geor ge R. Miller, were also 

present. 

 Chairman Pridgen opened the workshop for discussio ns. 

 Mr. Gordon Williams, Director of the North Walton Mosquito Control (NWMC) 

District, appeared before the Board to justify his budget requests.  Mr. 

Williams advised that he plans to purchase new equi pment for all NWMC vehicles 

to increase the coverage area of spraying and the e fficiency of the spraying. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle, Chief Deputy Clerk, advised tha t any monies to be 

"carried over" for the NWMC building project must b e shown in the NWMC Building 

line item.  Mr. Williams advised that $18,000.00 is  to be carried forward and 

is shown in the NWMC Machinery & Equipment line ite m. 

 Mr. Williams stated that he hopes the construction  of the NWMC building 

will be complete by January, 1991, but he wishes to  continue the contract with 

South Walton Mosquito Control (SWMC) for rent and t hen transfer the remainder 

of funds for rent in Rentals and Leases into the Bu ilding account. 

 Brief discussion followed regarding several other line items in the NWMC 

budget. 

 The Board agreed to reduce the Rentals and Leases account by $1,800.00 

(six months rent to SWMC). 



                                     

 

 Ms. Cathy Reese, representing the COPE Center, app eared before the Board 

to answer any questions regarding the budget reques ts.  Lengthy discussion 

followed regarding the necessity of the County's fu nding $189,753.00 as a match 

for State funds.  Mr. Miller stated that the  

Board needs a more detailed budget request - specif ically, in what areas the 

requested "dollars" will be spent. 

 Motion by Commissioner Miles, second by Commission er Holley, to set line 

item Aid to COPE Center at $21,951.00.  Ms. Reese r eviewed the various programs 

and services provided by COPE. Commissioner Fleet s tated that the State has 

mandated the 3 to 1 match of funds ($189,753.00).  Commissioner Miles stated 

that the County must fund the Baker's Act at the re quested amount, but he does 

not believe that the County must fund the $189,753. 00. Vice-Chairman Brown 

asked if the County can comply with the law by fund ing $21,951.00.  Mr. Miller 

stated that, at this point, the County could be in compliance, but that the 

COPE Center may return after the County's budget is  set and the County may be 

forced to increase the match.  Commissioner Fleet r equested more information on 

the Adult Day Treatment Program, STAR Program, and Alcohol and Drug Awareness 

Mental Health Program.  Chairman Pridgen called for  the vote on Commissioner 

Miles' motion.  Ayes 3, Nayes 2.  Fleet Nay, Holley  Aye, Miles Aye, Brown Nay, 

Pridgen Aye. 

 Mr. Carl Mullis, Walton Regional Hospital Controll er, and other 

representatives of the hospital administration and members of the Board of 

Trustees appeared before the Board to discuss the h ospital's budget requests.  

After lengthy discussion, Commissioner Miles moved to levy the millage, as 

provided by law, to fund the hospital bond payment.   Ayes 4, Nayes 1.  Fleet 

Aye, Holley Aye, Miles Aye, Brown Nay, Pridgen Aye.   Vice-Chairman Brown 

advised that he would like to have more information  regarding non-cash 



                                     

 

expenditures and this year's hospital budget versus  last year's hospital 

budget.  Vice-Chairman Brown advised that he oppose d the motion because the 

funding of the hospital must be addressed on a "hig her level" than on the bond 

payment alone.  Discussion continued. 

 The Board recessed for ten minutes. 

 Commissioner Miles advised that Ms. Annette Howell , Central Ambulance 

Billing clerk, is preparing a proposal which would provide for her billing the 

County for 25% of all ambulance fees collected.  Sh e would no longer be paid 

salary. 

 Mr. Mike Richards, representing the Economic Devel opment Council, 

appeared before the Board to request that the Board  budget $50,000.00 for the 

Economic Development Council's 1990-91 operating bu dget.  The Board agreed. 

 Mr. Bruce Ward, County Agricultural Agent, appeare d before the Board to 

advise of a grant for $75,000.00 to implement an en ergy related program in 

agriculture.  Mr. Ward briefly reviewed the program  he is proposing - creating 

methane gas from poultry litter.  The Board directe d Mr. Bell to confer with 

Mr. Ward regarding this matter.  Mr. Ward will prep are the proposal and make 

application for the grant monies. 

 Commissioner Fleet recommended adding $53,000.00 t o the Council on 

Aging's budget.  This would enable the Council to m eet the needs of the people 

currently on the waiting list.  The Board directed Mr. Bell to investigate 

other Counties' contributions to their Councils on Aging, the number of people 

currently on their waiting lists, and the number cu rrently being served. 

 The Board briefly reviewed the Sheriff's revised b udget. 

 There was general discussion regarding salaries, p ay increases, and 

personnel policies. 

 Commissioner Holley stated that he has not yet rec eived a progress report 



                                     

 

from the Public Works Department as requested. Mr. Ronnie Hudson, Public Works 

Director, advised that he will supply the requested  information. 

 Brief discussion followed regarding various other budget requests. 

 Vice-Chairman Brown directed Mr. Bell to ask Sheri ff McMillian to supply 

more information on repair and maintenance on his d epartment's vehicles. 

 Chairman Pridgen adjourned the workshop. 

 

                                   APPROVED:_______ ____________________ 

                                                 Sa m Pridgen, Chairman 

 

ATTEST:_____________________________ 

          Catherine King, Clerk  


