
                             WORKSHOP 

                           JULY 21, 1997 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, July 21, 1997 at 8:30 a .m., in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Ra ndall Infinger and 

Commissioner Gordon Porter.  Ronnie Bell, Administr ative Supervisor, was also 

present.  Commissioner Joel Paul, Jr. was absent. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Ken Moneghan, representing FACT Insurance, appeare d before the Board to 

discuss changes to the Florida Association of Count ies Trust documents.  The 

Board approved the changes mentioned and agreed to place this item on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Districts 2 and 4 to adv ertise for bids for 

paving Joe Anderson Road, Simpson Court, a portion of Oak Grove Bridge Road, 

Spradlin Road, Coy Burgess Road, a portion of Highw ay 1087 and Woodyard Road.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to readvertise for the position o f County Engineer.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Tom Moore, Engineer with Preble-Rish, discussed th e parking problem at 

Seaside. 

 Mr. Bell presented a change order and the first pa y request for the Oak 

Grove Bridge Project.  The Board agreed to approve an invoice from Murphree 

Bridge Corporation in the amount of $88,823.81.  Th is item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 Peggy Mathews, representing the Personalized Water craft Industry, 

appeared before the Board to speak regarding the Em ergency Jet Ski Ordinance.  

Ms. Mathews feels the Board is discriminating again st recreational 

watercraft.  The Board agreed to reschedule the pub lic hearing to discuss 

this matter on September 8, 1997 at 1:00 p.m. 

 Jerry Fountain, Shop Manager/Purchasing Agent, app eared before the 

Board to discuss several Shop and Purchasing matter s. 

 The Board agreed to allow Shop employees to attend  Mr. George D. 

Montgomery's funeral today at 2:00 p.m.  Mr. Montgo mery was a former County 
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employee and Shop Foreman. 

 Mr. Fountain advised that the fuel pump key system  is now a credit card 

system.  The cost for this system is approximately $6,000 per unit.  Mr. 

Fountain stated that the District 5 yard needs four  units and each other 

District yard only one.  The Board directed Mr. Fou ntain to submit more 

information regarding this type system. 

 The Board discussed a minimum number of bids to re ceive on equipment.  

The Board agreed to require a minimum of three bids  and try to obtain a 

resale value for the equipment bidded. 

 The Board agreed to transfer $1200 from General Fu nd contingencies to 

the Purchasing Department to purchase a scanner and  typewriter.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board recessed briefly. 

 Bruce Ward, County Extension Agent, appeared befor e the Board to 

present and justify his 1997-98 budget request.  Mr . Ward has asked for a new 

position to be completely funded by the Board.  The  cost for the position is 

approximately $38,826.  Mr. Ward discussed expandin g the Agriculture Building 

to create additional space needed.  Mr. Ward stated  that he received an 

estimate from the Courthouse Maintenance Supervisor , Charles McMillian, of 

$81,000 for an additional 3100 square feet.  The Bo ard agreed to consider Mr. 

Ward's request. 

 Rusty Floyd, Landfill Supervisor, advised that he received seventeen 

applications for the vacant Truck Driver/Equipment Operator position at the 

Landfill.  Mr. Floyd recommended James Drake for th e position at a rate of 

pay of $6.75 per hour.  Mr. Drake was an employee o f District 3 before he was 

laid-off.  The Board agreed to place this item on t he consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Rusty Floyd and James Ea rl Robinson to attend 

a continued education course in Fort Walton on Augu st 6, 1997.  The cost is 

$165 per person.  This item will be placed on the c onsent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to advertise for bids for a compa ny to haul tires for 

the County.  This item will be placed on the consen t agenda. 

 Commissioner Porter stated that Markus Simmons, La ndfill employee, was 

employed in July of 1996 and earns $6.70 per hour.  Since his employment, 

another gentleman was hired with the same job title  and earns more than Mr. 

Simmons.  Commissioner Porter stated that a raise w as placed in the Landfill 

budget for Mr. Simmons.  The Board agreed to allow  



July 21, 1997 

Workshop 

                               3 

 

Commissioner Porter to handle this matter. 

 Jack Rhodes, representing Greg Oswalt, owner of th e Sandollar Diner, 

appeared before the Board to request an amendment t o Mr. Oswalt's development 

order.  Mr. Rhodes stated that the Board of Commiss ioners approved the use of 

stainless steel for the roof of the diner on Januar y 8, 1997.  Mr. Rhodes is 

requesting permission to use an additional 400 squa re feet of stainless steel 

material.  Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative  Supervisor, stated that 

she does not feel the Board of Commissioners can al low the use of stainless 

steel material without adding the material to the L and Development Code as an 

approved material.  Mrs. Williams stated that Mr. O swalt should request a 

variance and appear before the Variance Board.  The  Board agreed to table 

this matter. 

 Mr. Bell advised that the First Coast Auction will  conduct an auction 

on September 24, 1997 in Tallahassee.  Mr. Bell sta ted that if the Board has 

anything they wish to be placed in the auction, he should let them know. 

 Mr. Bell advised that the Small County Coalition w ill be holding a 

meeting on September 11 and 12, 1997 in Tallahassee .  The Board agreed to 

allow Mr. Bell to attend. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a request from Matt Douglass, Ambulance Supervisor, 

that the Board approve hiring one part-time EMT and  one part-time Paramedic.  

These individuals do not live in Walton County.  Mr . Douglass is also 

requesting that Greg Strickland, part-time Paramedi c, be hired full-time.  

Mr. Strickland will move in the County within six m onths as required by the 

Personnel Policies.  Commissioner Porter asked that  this item be tabled for 

discussion at tomorrow's regular meeting. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a letter from Walton Regional Hospital regarding 

the storage of records that belong to the County. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a letter from Annette Howell r egarding two 

individuals which were transported from Walton Regi onal Hospital to Twin 

Cities Hospital for out patient services which Walt on Regional could not 

provide.  The cost for transporting each patient wa s $1340.  The Board agreed 

to bill Walton Regional Hospital for $1340 for each  patient transported.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised of three items which Angie Biddle , Grants Coordinator, 

needs the Board's direction:  Urban and Community F orestry Grant, FRDAP 

Grant, and permission to attend an Emergency Manage ment Grant workshop in 
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Panama City on July 29, 1997.  Mr. Bell stated that  if the Board wishes to 

apply for the Urban and Community Forestry Grant fo r the purpose of planting 

trees in exhausted clay pits, this would score very  low.  The Board agreed to 

apply for the grant for another use and allow Commi ssioner Infinger to 

utilize the FRDAP Grant.  The Board agreed to allow  Mrs. Biddle to attend the 

Emergency Management Grant workshop in Panama City on July 29, 1997 and place 

this item on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to adopt a Resolution of Particip ation in the Small 

County Coalition.  The fees for membership are $2,1 50.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a copy of the appraisal that Wa l-Mart had completed 

on the old Wal-Mart building.  The appraisal was $9 00,000. 

 Mr. Bell presented a proposed Walton County Safety  Plan for the Board's 

consideration.  The Board agreed to review the Plan . 

 The Board agreed to transfer the DCT student from the County Shop to 

the Tax Collector's Office.  This item will be plac ed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Shirl Williams and Latil da Verhine to attend 

a DOT workshop in Tallahassee on July 29, 1997.  Th is item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a budget request from Charlie D ay, representing the 

Fire Board.  Mr. Day will address the Board tomorro w night at 5:30 p.m. 

 The Board agreed to allow Bob Berry, Building Offi cial, to attend a 

continued education course on August 6 and 7, 1997 in Fort Walton.  The cost 

is $75 per day.  This item will be placed on the co nsent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve the lowest estimate fr om Tony's Paint and 

Body Shop to repair a vehicle damaged by the "Emplo yee of the Month" sign at 

the Health Department.  The cost for repairs, $224,  will be taken from the 

Health Department maintenance budget.  The Board ag reed to remove the sign.  

These items will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Vice-Chairman Butler advised of items discussed at  the MPO Meeting 

which he attended last Thursday. 

 The Board agreed to adopt a Resolution of Apprecia tion for former City 

Police Chief Clint Hooks and Senator Pat Thomas.  T his item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Commissioner Infinger to  accept Barnes Road 

and Long Creek Lane, located in District 3, for reg ular maintenance.  This 



July 21, 1997 

Workshop 

                               5 

 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Chairman Young recessed the meeting until 1:00 p.m . for the Budget 

Workshop. 

 

                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  William A. Young,  Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


