
 

 

                             WORKSHOP 

                           JULY 24, 1995 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular workshop on Monday, July 24, 1995 at 8:30 A .M., in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n Gordon Porter, 

Vice-Chairman Sam Pridgen, Commissioner Johnnie Moo re, and Commissioner 

Rosier E. Cuchens, Jr.  Commissioner Charles C. Har ris was absent due to 

attending the National Association of County Commis sioners Meeting in 

Atlanta, Georgia.  Ronnie E. Bell, County Administr ator, was present. 

 Chairman Porter called the meeting to order. 

 Dawne Dries, Administrator of the Convalescent Cen ter, requested a 

letter of support from the Board for Brookwood's in tent to offer nine skilled 

and intermediate care nursing beds.  The Board agre ed to place this item on 

the consent agenda. 

 Tom Powell, Director of the Walton County Economic  Development Council, 

appeared before the Board to discuss the possible l ocation of Outward Bound, 

a juvenile rehabilitation facility in district one in the State of Florida, 

in Walton County.  This would be a non-secure facil ity housing a maximum of 

thirty boys. 

 Sue Murphy appeared before the Board to discuss th e Rosemary Beach 

Project.  Ms. Murphy stated that Winston Lane was m istakenly built on the 

Rosemary Beach property.  Ms. Murphy proposed to ut ilize the five percent 

impact fee to relocate Winston Lane onto the correc t thirty-three foot 

easement.  Ms. Murphy proposed to set the fee at th e current assessed value 

and place the remainder of the monies in an escrow account for additional 

public beach access. 

 Charles McMillian, Courthouse Maintenance Supervis or, advised the Board 

of an opening in the maintenance department.  Mr. M cMillian stated that 

Cassandra Wilson was selected for the position with  a beginning salary of 

$5.00 per hour for a probationary period of ninety days.  The Board agreed to 

place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. McMillian advised the Board that the air-condi tioning unit at the 

Purchasing Department needs to be repaired.  The lo west quote was from Nolin 
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Company in the amount of $1,139.62.  The Board agre ed to place this item on 

the consent agenda. 

 Mr. McMillian stated that the construction of the courtroom on the 

first floor of the Courthouse has been approved by the City of DeFuniak 

Springs to brick the outside walls on the west and south sides.  Mr. 

McMillian stated that on the south side of the buil ding, the entire wall will 

be bricked due to the support system of the buildin g. 

 Bobby Ammons, Assistant Public Works Director, pre sented a right-of-

entry agreement from Randy Newman to correct a drai nage problem on the 

property of Tradewinds.  The Board agreed to place this item on the consent 

agenda. 

 Roland Hembry appeared before the Board to request  emergency relief on 

Campground Pointe Road due to excessive sand on the  road.  The Board agreed 

to allow Commissioner Moore to place clay on the ro ad on an emergency basis.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to amend the Weatherization Progr am Policy to require 

repairs to be reported to the County Building Depar tment and allow a building 

inspector to inspect the repairs before completed.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to advertise for a public hearing  to be held on August 

28, 1995 at 5:30 P.M., to consider a Comprehensive Plan amendment for the 

City of Freeport.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to advertise for two public heari ngs to be held on 

August 29, 1995 during the regular meeting to consi der ordinances setting an 

Idle Speed-No Wake Zone in Bunker Creek and Steele Field.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to accept the final portion of re creation fees in the 

amount of $29,439.00 for the Maravilla Condominium Project.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to increase the salaries of Lee D epauw and Billy 

Bearden, Building Inspectors, by fifty cents per ho ur due to passing an exam.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mark Sittig, representing Florida League of Cities , appeared before the 

Board to present a Worker's Compensation proposal t o the Board. 

 Albert Milton, representing Governmental Risk Insu rance Trust (GRIT), 

appeared before the Board to present a Worker's Com pensation proposal to the 

Board. 
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 Dennis Barns, representing Blue Cross and Blue Shi eld Insurance, 

appeared before the Board to report an increase in Health Insurance premiums.  

Family coverage will increase $10.97 per month and individual coverage will 

increase $4.35 per month.  The Board agreed to rene w the County's health 

insurance with Blue Cross and Blue Shield Insurance  Company.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Ronnie Bell, County Administrator, advised that th e brush chipper needs 

to be rebid. 

 Mr. Bell advised that a hydrograsser will be adver tised for bids. 

 The Board agreed to appoint Tom Powell to serve on  the Private Industry 

Council.  This item will be placed on the consent a genda. 

 The Board agreed to accept Mr. Tom Hughes' offer t o sell his property 

adjacent to the Section 8 Housing building to the C ounty in the amount of 

$17,500 contingent a the zoning change from City of  DeFuniak Springs.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to adopt a resolution electing to  participate in the 

Small County Coalition for a fee of $2,150.00.  Thi s item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to increase the salary of Tammy R egister, County 

Extension employee, by 65¢ per hour due to her incr eased work load.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Healthmark to install we t pipe fire sprinkler 

coverage for the protection of six Intensive Care U nits and two Operating 

Rooms.  This item will be placed on the consent age nda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Sharon Spears to withdra w hours from the 

sick-leave pool.  This item will be placed on the c onsent agenda. 

 Rev. Bill Stone appeared before the Board to discu ss several items.  

Rev. Stone asked why he has an Okaloosa County addr ess when he lives in 

Walton County.  Chairman Porter advised that he als o has an Okaloosa County 

address and that the postal service is responsible for the addresses.  Rev. 

Stone discussed abandoned cemeteries in Walton Coun ty.  Rev. Stone asked 

about the county tax charge on his cellular phone b ill.  The Board advised 

Rev. Stone that Walton County is not charging a tax  and they would have the 

County Attorney look into the matter.  Rev. Stone d iscussed the possible 

construction of a Bible College in Mossy Head.  The  Board offered Rev. Stone 

their full support. 

 There being no further business, Chairman Porter a djourned the meeting. 
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                              APPROVED:____________ _____________ 

                                       Gordon Porte r, Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 


