
                             WORKSHOP 

                           JULY 26, 1993 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a 

regular Workshop session on Monday, July 26, 1993 a t 8:30 A.M., in the 

Commission Boardroom of the Walton County Courthous e. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n Sam Pridgen, Vice-

Chairman Gordon Porter, Commissioner Charles C. Har ris, Commissioner Johnnie 

Moore, and Commissioner Rosier Cuchens.  The Board' s Administrative 

Supervisor, Mr. Ronnie E. Bell, was also present. 

 Chairman Pridgen opened the Workshop for discussio n. 

 Mr. Ronnie E. Bell, Administrative Supervisor to t he Board, advised 

that both the Circuit and County Judges are present  in the meeting to discuss 

housing federal and state inmates in the county jai l.  Mr. Bell stated that 

the Judges are sentencing individuals to serve in t he local jail; therefore, 

leaving less space for federal inmates. 

 Judge Lindsey, County Judge, stated that prisoners  are not entitled to 

gain-time in the county jail.  Judge Lindsey stated  that if prisoners were 

sentenced five years in a state prison, they would serve less than one year; 

but if they were housed in a county jail, they woul d serve a full year term, 

which is more serving time.  Judge Lindsey suggeste d that the Jail Committee 

meet to discuss possible solutions with the problem  of space in the county 

jail.  This committee consists of the following mem bers:  a member of the 

Board of County Commissioners, the County Judge, a probation officer, the 

State Attorney, the Public Defender, and a member o f the Sheriff Department.   

 Mr. Jerry Schnitzius with Environmental Waste Syst ems appeared before 

the Board and suggested that the Board no longer al low nonprofit 

organizations to be exempt from paying for garbage disposal.  Mr. Schnitzius 

stated that the roll-off truck will become availabl e on October 1, 1993, as 

well as seventeen boxes.  The Department of Environ mental Regulations' Small 

Counties Grant will cover the cost for the garbage boxes. 

 Mrs. Mary Paul, citizen of Walton County, appeared  before the Board and 

voiced her concerns with the young people in Walton  County.  Mrs. Paul asked 

the Board to consider constructing a treatment cent er for young people who 

are experiencing emotional distress. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board of the bids received fo r a recycling truck 

for the landfill.  The low bidder was Orville Beckf ord Ford in the amount of 
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$18,700.00.  The Board agreed to place this item on  the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board of the bids received fo r computer equipment 

for 911.  The low bidder was Computer Plus in the a mount of $23,155.53.  The 

Board agreed to place this item on the consent agen da. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that the Courthouse Mai ntenance Department 

is in great need of a new truck.  Orville Beckford Ford has a truck available 

in the amount of $13,400.00.  Mr. Bell stated that adequate funds to purchase 

the truck are not available in the Courthouse Maint enance Budget.  

Commissioner Harris suggested Mr. Bell look into a standard shift truck to 

compare in price. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that the United States Chamber of Commerce 

has offered a membership to Walton County.  With th e number of employees 

listed under the Board, the cost for membership is $150.00 plus an additional 

$300.00 for the student loan program. 

 The Board discussed an MSBU for the Ambulance Serv ice to be placed on 

the tax roll. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that the County's curre nt membership with 

the Small County Coalition is up for renewal.  The cost for membership is 

$2,000.00.  The Board agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Supe rvisor to the Board, 

advised the Board of an agreement with Tri-County C ommunity Council for the 

purpose of administering and implementing the Farme rs Home Administration 

Housing Preservation Grant Program through the use of matching funds provided 

by the State Housing Initiatives Partnership Progra m (SHIP).  The Board 

agreed to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Vice-Chairman Porter stated that he wishes to look  into financing a 

flat bed truck for District 4. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle, Chief Deputy Clerk, presented t he Board with a 

letter of resignation from Rebecca Parker, a Procla mation recognizing foster 

parent month, a corrective warranty deed from Dr. W illiam Permenter, and 

several invoices which was received without purchas e orders.  The Board 

agreed to place these items on the consent agenda. 

 The Board recessed for five minutes. 

 Chairman Pridgen opened the Workshop to discuss th e proposed 1993-94 

budget. 

 Quinn McMillian, Walton County Sheriff, addressed the Board regarding 

his proposed budget.  Sheriff McMillian stated that  the $300,000.00 short-
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fall in his budget was due to the Federal Governmen t not sending federal 

prisoners as projected.  The County profits approxi mately $35.00 per day for 

housing federal prisoners. 

 The Board discussed the Sheriff's budget in detail . 

 Each department supervisor presented and explained  their department to 

the Board and answered questions. 

 The Board discussed the Sheriff's request for leas e/purchasing 18 cars 

for $83,000.00 to be budgeted during 1993-94, 20 ca rs to be budgeted during 

1994-95, and 5 cars to be budgeted during 1995-96. 

 Discussion continued. 

 Mrs. Ingle stated that the millage rate is present ly 9.2 mils. 

 The Board agreed to meet again on Wednesday, July 28, 1993 at 8:30 

A.M., to discuss the proposed 1993-94 budget. 

 Chairman Pridgen adjourned the Workshop. 

                          APPROVED:________________ _________ 

                                       Sam Pridgen,  Chairman 

 

ATTEST:________________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 

 

 

 

                                                 

  

  


