
                                     

 

                                 PUBLIC HEARING 

                                 August 5, 1985 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, advertised to 

conduct a Public Hearing on August 5, 1985, to allow the public to address the 

proposed zoning for Walton County. 

 The following Board Members were present:  Chairman W. F. Miles, Vice-

Chairman Raymond Hall, Commissioner Pridgen, Commissioner Derward Owens, and 

Commissioner Joe Griffin.  The Board's Attorney, George R. Miller, was also 

present at the meeting. 

 Chairman Miles called the meeting to order. 

 Mr. Richard Hall, Vice-President of Barr-Dunlop, gave a brief history on 

performance zoning.  Mr. Hall introduced Mr. Richard Winters, Planner with 

Barr-Dunlop.  Mr. Winters explained the proposed ordinance and the changes that 

have been made to the draft copy. 

 Mr. William Wyrough, President of the Citizen for South Walton, advised 

that the Citizen for South Walton formed a planning and zoning committee that 

has studied the proposed ordinance.  Mr. Wyrough introduced Mr. Harrison 

Marshall, member of the planning and zoning committee.  Mr. Harrison presented 

a map showing South Walton County as the Citizens for South Walton feel it 

should be zoned.  Mr. Harrison also stated that the density is too high and 

should be cut back. 

 Mr. William Jennings, resident of South Walton County, asked if the deed 

restrictions will be grandfathered in and take precedence over the zoning. Mr. 

Winters advised that this would be up to the Board of County Commissioners. 

 Mr. Harrison Marshall recommended that all parking and sewer systems be 

on site. 

 Mr. Tom Patton, representing Sandestin, appeared before the Board and 



                                     

 

asked that "buffer zone" be identified.  Mr. Patton advised that recreation 

land did not address golf courses and lakes.  Mr. Patton stated that several of 

the items would affect Sandestin. 

 Mr. Van Ness Butler, resident of Grayton Beach, appeared before the Board 

and stated that he owns 48 acres of land and is opposed to it being zoned 

"single family dwelling". 

 Mr. William Jennings stated that he feels the dunes and the beaches 

should be preserved.  Mr. Jennings advised that he served on the Governor's 

Committee and supported the recommendation that the state purchase the Topsail 

Tract.  Mr. Jennings stated that the density of 35 units per acre is much too 

high. 

 Mr. Winters stated that he cannot see South Walton County ever developing 

into another Panama City Beach.  For instance, Panama City has no sign control, 

no lighting standards, and no buffer zone requirements. 

 Ms. Margaret Eichner, resident of Seagrove Beach, requested that on site 

parking be required and that would cut down on the density. 

 Mr. Aubury Brannon, member of the Walton County Planning Committee, 

appeared before the Board and stated that it is difficult to incorporate ideas 

and place them into the zoning ordinance.  Mr. Brannon stated that he feels 

that Walton County is moving forward and changes have to occur to preserve the 

area for future generations. 

 Motion by Commissioner Hall, second by Commissioner Griffin, to closed 

the Public Hearing.  Ayes 5, Nayes 0.  Owens Aye, Hall Aye, Owens Aye, Pridgen 

Aye, Miles Aye. 

  

                                   APPROVED:___________________________ 

                                             W. F. Miles, Chairman 



                                     

 

 

ATTEST:____________________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 


