
                             WORKSHOP 

                          AUGUST 09, 1999 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, August 09, 1999, at 8:3 0 A.M., in the 

Commissioners Boardroom of the Walton County Courth ouse. 

 The following members were present:  Chairman Joel  Paul, Jr., Vice-

Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Gene Ry an, Commissioner Randall 

Infinger, and Commissioner Herman Walker.  Ronnie E . Bell, Administrative 

Supervisor, Mr. George R. Miller, County Attorney, and Mr. Dan Bodiford, 

Clerk of Courts, were also present. 

 Chairman Paul called the meeting to order followed  by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Ms. Suedelle Wilkerson, Finance Supervisor, presen ted the Expenditure 

Approval List consisting of the following bills for  payment: 
  General Funds  $118,138.78 
  County Transportation   72,074.28 
  Multi-Purpose Trust Fund        
6.00 
  N. Walton Mosquito Control      119.70 
  Walton-DeFuniak Library    3,541.16 
  Solid Waste Enterprise    1,282.83 
  Mossy Head VFD       752.62 
  Glendale VFD       259.93 
  Darlington VFD       648.00 
  Liberty VFD     4,182.12 
  Red Bay VFD     1,768.15 
  Section 8 Housing       203.29 
  TDC/AmSouth    44,860.79 
  SHIP     18,826.00 
 

 The Commissioners approved payment of bills as pre sented on the EAL and 

placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to refund payment to Mr. Mark D udley, Contractor, in 

the amount of $60.00, for electrical permit purchas ed in error and placed 

this item on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved payment to SunTrust MasterCard in the amount of 

$689.34 and placed this item on the consent agenda.  

 The Board approved to pay registration fee, in the  amount of $275.00, 

for Mr. Tracey Howell to attend the Florida Shore a nd Beach Preservation 

Seminar and placed this item on the consent agenda.  

 The Board approved payment to AmSouth Bank, in the  amount of $8,035.56, 

for the TDC loan, and placed this item on the conse nt agenda.  

 The Board approved a request by Mr. Billy Buzzett,  to build an off-road 

bike path to be located in the west right-of-way of  CR 395, and placed this 

item on the consent agenda. 
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 The Board approved Mr. Ronnie Bell, to be the cont act person for the 

Governmental Center, and placed this item on the co nsent agenda. 

 Ms. Susan Paladini appeared before the Board stati ng her objections 

regarding the new architectural concept for the  Go vernmental Center.  Ms. 

Paladini stated that the new plan does not comply w ith the settlement 

agreement or reflect Exhibit "B" of the settlement agreement.  Mr. George 

Ralph Miller, County Attorney, advised Ms. Paladini  to make a list of the  

restrictions on the property, including the settlem ent statement, to be 

anotated on the Deed.  Chairman Paul advised Ms. Pa ladini that Mr. Ronnie 

Bell was appointed as the contact person regarding the transformation of the 

new Governmental Center and Mr. Bell would work dir ectly with Ms. Paladini, 

the School Board and Mr. Carlan Killam on the progr ess of the Governmental 

Center. 

 Mr. Ronnie Bell, advised that Mr. Jimmy Rodgers, D epartment of 

Transportation, stated that the Department of Trans portation has agreed to 

construct the turn lanes on U.S. Highway 331 into t he Town Center, slated to 

begin September 4, 1999, however, the County would be responsible for the 

design of the turn lanes.  Mr. Bell advised that he  has already spoken to Mr. 

Charles Carlan in order to expedite matters and he advised Mr. Carlan to 

proceed with the designs.  

 Mr. Bell advised the Board of his meeting with Mr.  Chuck Drake, Hartman 

and Associates, along with Attorney Miller, Mr. Rya n and Mr. Miner, regarding 

the feasability analysis for a possible reservoir.  Mr. Drake presented a 

study of Seven Runs Creek, Bruce Creek, Lafayette C reek and Magnolia Creek, 

Choctawhatchee River and Morrison Springs and advis ed that he will be 

forwarding a recommendation regarding an above grou nd water storage 

reservoir. 

 The Board approved the VBA Consulting Group Agreem ent, with Exhibit 

"A", indicating their objectives and services provi ded and a payment request 

of $21,200.00 due after October 1, 1999, and placed  this on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Mike Richards, appeared on behalf of several m embers of the Walton 

County Industrial Development Authority, regarding abolishing the 

organization.  Mr. Richards stated that in reviewin g Statute 159.45, Creation 

of the Industrial Development Authority, there is n o advisement of what 

action to take to demolish the Authority.  Mr. Rich ards advised the Board 

that he contacted the Department of State for assis tance in abolishing the 
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Authority.  The Board requested Attorney Miller to research this issue 

further. 

 The Commissioners recessed briefly.  

 The Commissioners reconvened at 9:50 A.M. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Mr. K. Wayne Mill er, Walton County 

School District, requesting a survey for the 35.79 acres allocated for the 

Walton County School District at the Governmental/E ducation Center.  The 

Board agreed to have Mr. Bell coordinate a meeting between the Commissioners, 

the Superintendent, and the School Board's Attorney . 

 Mr. Bell presented his recommendation regarding th e transfer of 

personnel to Public Works and Administrative Superv isor.  The following were 

Mr. Bell's recommendations:  transfer Ms. Shirl Wil liams to Administrative 

Supervisor at pay grade 10, transfer Ms. Nonie Neth ery to the position of 

Public Works Administrative Assistant at her curren t pay grade of 12, and 

advertise internally for Assistant Administrative  Supervisor and 

Administrative Assistant for Administration.  Commi ssioner Walker discussed 

the Board's need for a full-time staff lawyer and a sked the Commissioners to 

consider filling the Administrative Supervisor's po sition with someone with a 

law degree.  Commissioner Butler requested the requ isite of the Assistant 

Administrative Supervisor's position be an Accounta nt.  The topic was 

deferred for further discussion in Tuesday, August 10, 1999 Regular Meeting.   

      The Board approved payment to Natural Resourc e Planning Services, Inc., 

in the amount of $7,800.00, for inventory and appra isal of timber on Sections 

11 and 14, Township 4 South, Range 18 West, of Libe rty County, and placed 

this item on the consent agenda. 

 Ms. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Super visor, presented the 

Board with a letter from the Walton County Chamber of Commerce requesting the 

County adopt two resolutions.  The Board approved t o adopt two Resolutions:  

One in honor of Site C-6's thirtieth anniversary an d the other, in 

recognition of Ms. Shirley Smith for her thirty yea rs of dedication to the 

Civil Service and placed this item on the consent a genda. 

 The Board approved to provide a dumpster for Mr. R ichard  Gundrum, at 

944 Old Jolly Bay Road, Freeport, Florida, to clean  up a code violation and 

placed this on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved Mr. Hilton Galloway's, County A uditor,  

recommendation for destruction of certain patients'  files from Healthmark of 

Walton, after obtaining a legal opinion from the ho spital's malpractice 
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carrier, and placed this item on the consent agenda . 

 The Board approved payment, in the amount of $600. 00, to Attorney J. 

David Holder, for his attendance at Code Enforcemen t Board Meetings, and 

placed this item on the consent agenda. 

   The Board approved right-of entry forms for the following property 

owners on Williams Road:  Mr. Joe Johnson; Mr. Joe F. Moore, two parcels; Mr. 

M.L. Cawthon, Jr.; Mr. Granger Bruner; Mr. Douglas Jones; Mr. Jeffrey Lynn 

Daughtery; Mr. Kenneth Evans; Mr. Jeff Daughtery; M s. Tracy Gray; Mr. James 

M. Banski; Ms. Velma Williams; Mr. Joey C. Jones; M r. Howard Jones, Jr.; Mr. 

Arnold Evans; Mr. Joe Johnson; Mr. Bruce Ward;  a r ight-of entry form for Ms. 

Ema Jewel Massoni, Hub Presley Road;  right-of-entr y forms for the purpose of 

placing a dumpster on said property; Mr. George Sta nley, Sexton Road; Mr. 

Ralph Holmes, 509 East Chaffin  Avenue; Ms. Sara Bl akely, 4190 State Highway 

20 West; right-of-entry form for Mr. Danny Starr, 4 299 Richardson Road, for 

burying dead animal;  right-of-entry form for Mr. a nd Mrs. Patrick B. Foster, 

for paving, widening and improve drainage on McKee Road and a right-of-entry 

form for Ms. Edna Spears, for a dumpster on Indian Creek Ranch Road.  This 

item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to appoint Ms. Cecilia Jones, t o the Coalition for 

Walton County School Readiness Program  and placed this item on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved to advertise for two Public Hea rings scheduled for 

Tuesday, September 14, 1999, at 5:35 P.M. at the Wa lton County Courthouse, 

regarding Substandard Mobile Home Ordinance and the  second, scheduled for 

6:00 P.M. to revise set-back guidelines for residen tial buildings, and placed 

this item on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved Mr. Bruce Ward's Eligible Cost Agreement for the 

Walton County Agriculture Building and placed this item on the consent 

agenda. 

 Deputy Jimmy Macon, Coach for the Bay Middle Schoo l football team, 

requested use of the Helen McCall Park for football  games.  The Board 

approved Mr. Macon's request with the stipulation o f an interlocal agreement 

is drafted between Walton County and the School Boa rd.  This item was placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to advertise for the position o f Building  Inspector 

to replace Mr. Ricky Rau, and placed this item on t he consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Mr. George Ralph Miller, Co unty Attorney, and 
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Mrs. Lynda Robinson, Human Resource Officer, to dra ft a policy regarding cost 

for employee-paid training.  This item was placed o n the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to grant a one year Development  Order extension, as 

requested by Mr. Albert Butler, President of Butler  Properties of West 

Florida, Inc., for Eden Oaks Subdivision,  and plac ed this item on the 

consent agenda. 

  The Board approved to transfer $35,000.00 from th e County 

Transportation Trust contingencies into the Materia ls Account, to cover cost 

of base seal and top seal, and placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to transfer $1,550.00 from Coun ty Administration to 

Purchasing Machinery and Equipment, for a computer,  and placed this item on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to adopt a Resolution to place funds from El Nino 

into District 3, in the amount of $15,948.00, and p laced this item on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to adopt a Resolution amending $1,055,286.00 into 

the County Transportation Trust to the Hurricane Ge orges Account and placed 

this on the consent agenda. 

 Ms. Martha Ingle, Budget Officer, presented inform ation to the Board 

regarding Budget Amendment #9, advertised for a Pub lic Hearing, Tuesday, 

August 10, 1999, at 6:35 P.M. 

 Mr. Dan Bodiford, Clerk of Courts, requested the B oard's permission to 

publish a county- wide telephone directory, for internal use.                                               

 Mr. Bodiford updated the Commissioners regarding t he paving audit.  Mr. 

Bodiford advised the Board that some records are mi ssing and stated he had 

met with the Federal Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) relative to the 

missing records.  Mr. Bodiford stated that the FDLE  is currently reviewing 

the information supplied to them and will advise Mr . Bodiford of their 

findings.                                                   

 Ms. Lynda Robinson, Human Resource Officer, appear ed before the Board 

with the Personnel Committee's recommendation to hi re, two Information 

Specialists for the Tourist Development Council.  T he Board approved to hire 

Mr. Ron Ponder and Ms. Diana Schuyler, at a rate of  $7.75 per hour, and 

placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to laterally transfer Ms. Dori Cordle, to the 

position of Jr. Buyer, Purchasing Department, witho ut a probationary period, 

at a rate of $9.80 per hour.  Ms. Robinson advised that she will prepare a 



AUGUST 09, 1999 WS 

PREPARED BY: BAILEY              6 

 

written agreement between the Board of County Commi ssioners and the Clerk of 

Courts, to include Clerk's employees as in-house ap plicants for review.  This 

item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Ms. Robinson presented the Board with the Excavati on and Trenching 

Safety Program Project Manual for approval.  The Bo ard requested Attorney 

Miller to review the Manual and present his recomme ndation during Tuesday's, 

August 10, 1999, Regular Meeting. 

 The Board approved to allow Ms. Linda Daughtery to  withdraw forty hours 

from the Sick Leave Pool and placed this item on th e consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the following change to the Per sonnel Policy 3.50 

(Probationary Period) to include the following stat ement:  "No probationary 

employee may be considered for promotion, transfer,  or wage change until the 

employee is placed into permanent status by the Boa rd of County 

Commissioners".  This item was placed on the consen t agenda. 

 The Board approved a pay increase for Ms. Amy Adam s, from $8.10 per 

hour to $9.20 per hour, for successful completion o f Paramedic school, and 

placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 Ms. Robinson requested approval to proceed with hi ring, upon completion 

of the interview process, for the position of Distr ict 3's secretary.  Ms. 

Robinson stated that she will provide the Personnel  Committee recommendation 

to the Board at the August 24, 1999, Regular Meetin g.  This item was placed 

on the  consent agenda. 

 Mr. Langdon Haynes, Purchasing Department, request ed payment be 

submitted to Excellence, Inc., in the amount of $2, 749.50, for repairs to 

Emergency Medical Service's ambulances. 

This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved payment to W. S. Darley and Com pany, in the amount 

of $102,556.00, for payment on a fire truck for the  Darlington Volunteeer 

Fire Department, and placed this item on the consen t agenda. 

 The Board approved to sell used, plastic and metal  drums, located at 

the Central Purchasing Department, for $2.00 each, and placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Nelson Miner, Public Works Director, requested  the Board advertise 

for an additional Utility Inspector.  Discussion wa s held regarding a 

designated territory each inspector will be primari ly responsible for.  The 

Board requested Mr. Miner work with Attorney Miller  regarding the preparation 

of an Utility Ordinance with designation to corrido rs for utilities and 
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requested Mr. Miner to meet with Ms. Robinson in re ference to the 

advertising.  

    The Board approved to hire an Asphalt Inspector , on a contractual 

basis, and for the employee to furnish his/her own vehicle.  This item was 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Miner advised the Board regarding FEMA funds.  Mr. Miner stated 

that once the proper documentation is completed and  forwarded to FEMA and the 

projects are completed, the funds will be forwarded  into the proper accounts. 

 Mr. Miner requested assistance on Beckford Road ad vising that he was 

receiving calls from the public stating that they h ad a petiton being signed 

for this road not to be closed.  Chairman Paul advi sed Mr. Miner to discuss 

this matter with Attorney Miller, and stated that t he Board had taken formal 

action to proceed with the necessary steps to aband on the road.  Mr. Miller 

advised that he is working with Mr. Alford regardin g closure of the road.                                  

 Mr. Miner advised the Board that the permit for th e air curtain is 

underway.  He also advised the Board that the Litte r grant money has to be 

spent prior to October 1, 1999, or the money will b e lost.  Chairman Paul 

requested that Mr. Rusty Floyd, Landfill Supervisor , contact each District 

and advise the Road Foreman what purpose this Litte r Grant Money can be 

spent. 

 The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 11:20 A.M.  

 The Commissioners reconvened at 1:40 P.M. 

 Chairman Paul presented the Board with the State A uditor's 

suggestion to advertise for Request for Proposals.  Chairman Paul advised the 

Board that Attorney Miller's contract will be up fo r renewal in November 

1999, however, if the Board is considering to adver tise for legal services, 

time is of the essence.  This topic was deferred fo r further discussion at 

the  Tuesday, August 10, 1999, Regular Meeting. 

 Commissioner Walker presented a draft Resolution f or adoption 

pertaining to the 6.8 acre site located within the Governmental Educational 

Center.  Commissioner Walker advised the Board that  the public had questioned 

him regarding the County's intentions for use of th is property and wants 

assurance that this property will not be used for c ommercial development.  

The Commissioners discussed the Sheriffs Department 's request for additional 

acreage and the land swap. 

 The Board approved to demolish the old Gaskin Scho ol, upon agreement 

being drafted by Attorney Miller, and placed this o n the consent agenda. 
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   The Board approved to add the following roads wi thin  District 3, to bid 

#98-122.  The bid is a multi-paving project, which was awarded to Couch 

Construction:  Williams Road, Martin Road, Kennermu r Drive, Sunrise Road, 

Piney Grove Road, Holley-King Road, Patrick Lane, M cKee Road, Oak Ridge Road, 

Juniper Lake Road, Wilderness Trace, Verdi Lane, Ru ckel Drive, Nicole Court, 

Brittney Court, Shelby Court, Eugene Court, Doc Nel son Road, Crowder Road, 

Adams Road and North Long Road.  This item was plac ed on the consent agenda. 

  The Board approved Chairman Paul's signature on S ection 206 of the 

Water Resources Development Act of 1996.  Ths was p laced  

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved of Ms. Lynda Sparkman's request  to purchase a dog 

permit for the Beaches of South Walton, due to her being a long-time 

resident, and placed this item on the consent agend a. 

 The Board approved the request of Agricultural Inn ovations and Research 

of Milton, Florida, for Sea Oat harvesting, conting ent upon approval of the 

Department of Enviromental Protection/Bureau of Bea ches and Coastal Systems.  

This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the right-of-entry forms for th e following:  Ms. 

Teresa Simmons, 1081 Highway 20 West, for a dumpste r; Mr. James Douglas, 399 

McCloud Road, for a dumpster; and Mr. and Mrs. Lloy d Haskins, Ranch Road, to 

bury a dead cow. 

This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell stated that he has not had an opportunity  to look into the 

matter regarding the appraisal on the Landfill prop erties, adjacent to the 

property that Great Northern owns, but will make hi s presentation at the 

Tuesday, August 24, 1999, Regular Meeting. 

 The Board approved the Paxton Heritage Planning Co mmittee request to 

sponsor a footrace advertised as the "G. Haw Whimmy diddle's 5K Uphill Run", 

and requested to close the following roadways Satur day, October 30, 1999: 

Adams Park on Highway 331 South to Lakewood Cut-off  Road from 4:55 P.M. to 

5:10 P.M., the entire Lakewood Cut-off Road and Hig hway 285 North of the Cut-

off Road intersection to the Lakewood Park from 5 P .M. to 5:45 P.M.  This 

item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented an information package from Ms.  Chris 

M. Zajicek, Lands & Mineral Manager, Forest Service , requesting the County 

look into the possibility of purchasing four additi onal tracts of properties, 
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adjacent to the Appalachicola National Forest, that  involves the land swap in 

regards to the Mossy Head property. 

 Attorney Miller advised the Board of his negotiati on with Ms. Rushing 

to purchase her property at a price of $140,000.00 and allow her until April 

15, 2000, to vacate.  Attorney Miller advised he wo uld meet with Mrs. Rushing 

for contract signing which he will present to the B oard on Tuesday, August 

10, 1999, Regular Meeting.    

 Attorney Miller advised the Board of the scheduled  meeting on August 

26, 1999, at 10:00 A.M., with Mr. Bell and the Encr oachment Committee for the 

Governmental/Education Center, regarding relocation  of the Communications 

Tower and removing the reflectors on the East side of the causeway in the 

Choctawhatchee Bay. 

 Attorney Miller presented the Board with a prelimi nary statement, for 

the Board's perusal, regarding the Regional Utiliti es Water and Sewer Reserve 

refunding bond and the Petition for Declaratory Dec ree in Walton County 

versus South Walton Utilities.  Attorney Miller adv ised the Board he has 

reviewed and agrees with the petition presented by Nabors, Giblin & 

Nickerson, P.A.  The Board will review the fee sche dule presented and discuss 

this issue further at the Tuesday, August 10, 1999,  Regular Meeting.                                 

  The Board deferred action regarding Additional Ho mestead Exemption for 

persons 65 and Older, and advised that they will ge t additional information 

from other Counties for further discussion.  

 The Board approved for Attorney Miller to contact Mr. Chuck Drake, 

Hartman and Associates, in reference to the cost of  the appraisal regarding 

the Morrison Springs property and placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved a settlement agreement with Mr.  Bonnell in the 

amount of $8,000.00, and agreed to allow the County  to begin construction of 

a water drainage pipe, contingent upon Mr. Bonnell' s acceptance.  This item 

was placed  on the consent agenda. 

 Attorney Miller expressed his concern regarding th e Board's agreement 

and the owner's of the Red Bay Golf Course, regardi ng the paving of Airport 

Road, and asked the Board for direction.  The Board  requested Attorney Miller 

meet with Mr. Tom Powell, Economic Development Coun cil, and the owners of the 

Red Bay Golf Course and make a presentation at a la ter date. 

 There being no further discussion, the Board adjou rned at 3:20 P.M. 
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    APPROVED:_______________________ 

                               Joel Paul, Jr., Chai rman 

 

ATTEST:____________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 

 

                                   

 

 

 


