
                             WORKSHOP 

                          AUGUST 11, 1997 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, August 11, 1997 beginni ng at 8:30 a.m., in the 

Commission Boardroom of the Walton County Courthous e. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Jo el Paul, Jr., Commissioner 

Randall Infinger and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  T he Board's Administrative 

Supervisor, Ronnie Bell, and County Attorney, Georg e R. Miller, were also 

present. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Charlene Rushing appeared before the Board represe nting her 

neighborhood to discuss Lots 13 and 14 in Deer Run Estates, owned by Cordell 

Harrison.  Mrs. Rushing also voiced her concerns wi th the recently approved 

RV Park owned by Buck Sconiers.  Mrs. Rushing state d that the Sconiers RV 

Park appears to have many discrepancies in the appl ication which was filed 

and is not in compliance with the Comprehensive Pla n and Land Development 

Code.  Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Sup ervisor, advised that the 

property owners within the neighborhood have filed a motion to rehear the 

action taken by the Board of Commissioners.  The Bo ard agreed to table this 

matter due to this item being scheduled on the agen da for the Regular Meeting 

tomorrow night. 

 Mrs. Rushing discussed the approved project by Cor dell Harrison to 

place six mobile homes on Lots 13 and 14 in Deer Ru n Estates.  Mrs. Rushing 

stated that according to the Comprehensive Plan, th is is not allowed.  Mrs. 

Rushing stated that on the agreement between the Bo ard of Commissioners and 

Cordell Harrison, the description of the property i s located in Quail Ridge 

Estates, when actually the property is located in D eer Run Estates.  The 

Board will hear further discussion on this matter a t tomorrow's Regular 

Meeting. 

 Mrs. Rushing asked that an employee review be cond ucted in the Planning 

and Zoning Department due to misinformation being g iven to the public by 

employees. 

 Greg Wise, representing Blue Cross/Blue Shield Ins urance, appeared 

before the Board and advised that if the Board incr eased the health insurance 
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deductible to $500 and the co-pay to 80/20% with th e network and 60/40% 

outside the network, the increase in premiums would  only be 9.8%.  After 

discussion, the Board agreed with Mr. Wise's recomm endation.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Ronnie Bell, Administrative Supervisor, advised th at two proposals for 

general liability insurance were received:  Titan I nsurance and Florida 

Association of Counties Trust (FACT).  Representati ves from the two companies 

will appear before the Board at 1:00 p.m. today to explain coverage benefits. 

 Don Cutchins, representing First Coast Auction, ap peared before the 

Board to present information regarding an auction s cheduled for October 9, 

1997 in Tallahassee, Florida. 

 George R. Miller, County Attorney, arrived. 

 Pamela Stone and Albert Milton, representing Gover nmental Risk 

Insurance Trust (GRIT) appeared before the Board to  request that the County 

Worker's Compensation Insurance be renewed.  The Bo ard voiced their 

satisfaction with the service received from GRIT an d agreed to renew the 

agreement with Milton Insurance Agency to provide W orker's Compensation 

Insurance for Walton County.  The estimated total p remium for the October 1, 

1997 through September 30, 1998 fiscal year is $322 ,515.  The Board agreed to 

place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Tom Powell, Executive Director of the Walton Count y Economic 

Development Council, presented a letter regarding t he parcel of federally 

owned land west of DeFuniak Springs in Walton Count y which the Forestry 

Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture manag es.  The parcel includes 

about 400 acres between Interstate 10 and U.S. High way 90 near State Road 

285.  The Forest Service is in the process of dispo sing of this parcel with 

the assistance of the Trust for Public Lands.  Mr. Powell requested that 

Chairman Young sign a letter requesting help in Wal ton County obtaining the 

property for an Industrial Park.  The Board agreed to allow Chairman Young to 

send a letter of support to the legislative delegat ion as well as other state 

agencies.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda.  

 Bill Campbell appeared before the Board to discuss  Walton Bridge Road, 

located in District 1.  Mr. Campbell stated that in  1928, a right-of-way was 

given to the County for the road to be paved.  Comm issioner Paul stated that 

he would place the road on the list of roads to be prioritized. 

 Mr. Campbell asked for the Board's support financi ally in placing 
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historical markers and signs at sites which histori cal events occurred. 

 The Board recessed briefly. 

 Rand Wortman and Randy Vick, representing Bay Medi cal EMS, appeared 

before the Board and presented a proposal to admini ster the County's 

ambulance and billing services.  Discussion followe d.  The Board agreed to 

advertise for Request for Proposals (RFP) for admin istration of the hospital 

and for ambulance billing services.  This item will  be placed on the consent 

agenda.  Mr. Bell will present a copy of the RFP's at the next regular 

Workshop for the Board's review. 

 Greg Preble, engineer with Preble-Rish, appeared b efore the Board to 

discuss the bids received for the Sandy Creek Bridg e, located in District 1.  

The lowest bid price was $159,750 from Anderson Mar ine.  Mr. Preble stated 

that he negotiated the price down to $127,800.  Mr.  Preble stated that a 

Department of Transportation report was received st ating that the pilings 

under the bridge were rusting away.  Commissioner P aul stated that he did not 

have the funds in his budget to pay for the bridge replacement.  The Board 

discussed a county wide bridge fund. 

 Tom Moore, representing Preble-Rish Engineering Fi rm, requested 

permission to advertise for bids to pave the follow ing roads:  County Road 

183, County Road 3280 from the District line to Bla ck Creek, and Black Creek 

Blvd, located in District 1; Sandspur Road, located  in District 2; a portion 

of County Road 1087, Woodyard Road, Burgess Loope, and Miller Gainey Road, 

located in District 4; County Road 393, a portion o f the eastern end of 

County Road 30A, and Norwood Road, located in Distr ict 5.  The Board agreed 

to place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Brady Bearden, Job Training & Safety Specialist wi th CHELCO, appeared 

before the Board to discuss job safety.  Discussion  followed. 

 Camille Ginatassio, with Government Services Group , Inc., appeared 

before the Board to discuss a Municipal Services Be nefit Unit (MSBU) for the 

Darlington, Freeport, Glendale, Liberty, Mossy Head  and Red Bay Volunteer 

Fire Departments.  Ms. Ginatassio stated that there  are 5,053 parcels in the 

residential category figured at $25.00 per parcel, 371 parcels in the 

nonresidential category at $81.97 per parcel, and 2 ,081 in the agriculture 

category at $37.10 per parcel.  Ms. Ginatassio requ ested time to call her 

attorney for advice in exempting agriculture parcel s. 

 The Board recessed for lunch. 
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 Chairman Young reconvened the meeting. 

 Ms. Ginatassio stated that her attorney advised th at agriculture 

parcels serves no valid public purpose as does inst itutional properties which 

consists of churches, schools, etc.; therefore, agr iculture parcels can not 

be exempt.  The Board discussed charging agricultur e parcels per acre rather 

than per parcel with a cap on the number of acres.  Ms. Ginatassio advised 

that she did not have those figures at this time, b ut would have the numbers 

available later this week.  The Board agreed to mee t again on Thursday, 

August 14, 1997 at 5:00 p.m. to discuss this issue further.  The Public 

Hearing to consider the MSBU will be scheduled for September 12, 1997 at 5:00 

p.m. 

 The Board agreed to schedule a Grievance Hearing r equested by Robert 

Heighton on September 23, 1997 at 2:00 p.m. 

 The Board instructed Jerry Fountain, Shop Manager/ Purchasing Agent, to 

advertise for bids for a dump truck for District 1,  a flat bed truck for 

District 2, a dump truck for District 3, and a vibr atory, with sheepfoot type 

roller, and clam shell.  These items will be placed  on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve an addendum to David T aylor's contract in 

order to receive funds from the Department of  

Community Affairs to help with the cost of the Comp rehensive   

Plan evaluation.  This item will be placed on the c onsent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to transfer $1800 from General Fu nd contingencies into 

the Planning Department budget to purchase addition al telephones, a phone 

line and a digital camera.  This item will be place d on the consent agenda. 

 Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Superviso r, asked for 

clarification regarding the prohibition of red clay  south of Highway 98.  

Mrs. Williams stated that when the ordinance was ad opted prohibiting red clay 

south of Highway 98, new Highway 98 was not constru cted.  Mrs. Williams 

advised that the Code states U.S. 98, does this mea n old Highway 98 or new 

Highway 98? Vice-Chairman Butler stated that it was  intended to mean old 

Highway 98. 

 Don Brown and Ernie Yarborough appeared before the  Board to present a 

general liability insurance proposal from TITAN Ins urance Company and 

explained brief highlights of the policy. 

 Ken Monaghan, representing Florida Association of Counties Trust 

(FACT), explained FACT's policy to the Board. 
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 The Board will study each proposal and render a de cision at a later 

date. 

 The Board met with the Constitutional Officers to discuss purchasing 

the old Wal-Mart building to house county offices. 

 Charles McMillian, Courthouse Maintenance Supervis or, advised that he 

and David Chandler, Electrician, inspected the 37,0 00 square foot building 

and reported it being in very good condition.   

 The Board heard comments from Sue Carter, Tax Coll ector, Nellie 

Thompson, Supervisor of Elections, and Bill Fountai n, Property Appraiser.  

Mr. Fountain asked if property is available surroun ding the Courthouse or if 

the hospital building is available. 

 Tom Powell, Executive Director of the Walton Count y Economic 

Development Council, stated that the City of DeFuni ak Springs does not wish 

for the Board to purchase the old Wal-Mart building , being located within an 

Enterprise Zone, because it would be taken off the tax roll.  The Board asked 

for more options to consider.  The Board directed R onnie Bell to gather 

additional information regarding the availability o f surrounding properties 

to the Courthouse and the needs of each County offi ce and present that 

information back to the Board at the next regular W orkshop. 

 Mr. Bell advised of an application received "in-ho use" from Langdon 

Haynes for the position of Bridge Crew Supervisor.  Mr. Bell stated that the 

requirement of ten years bridge construction experi ence causes a problem due 

to a lack thereof.  The Board agreed to review the application received. 

 Mr. Bell advised that the City of DeFuniak Springs  is appointing a 

committee to look at the airport.  The Board agreed  to appoint Ronnie Bell to 

serve on the appointed committee.  This item will b e placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised that a representative of a digita l phone system would 

like to present a demonstration at the Board's conv enience. 

 The Board discussed renewing the contract with Oka loosa Walton 

Community College to administer the Workfare Progra m for Walton County.  The 

Board voiced their approval with the way the progra m has been handled by 

OWCC.  Commissioner Paul requested that the Board n ot place this item on the 

consent agenda so that he can abstain from voting d ue to him being employed 

by OWCC. 

 Mr. Bell advised that the Northwest Florida Water Management District 
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is planning a meeting of the utility companies in W alton County on August 22, 

1997, in Tallahassee.  The Board agreed to allow Ro nnie Bell and Chairman 

Young to attend the meeting as requested by Doug Ba rr, Executive Director.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised that Malcolm Patterson, TDC Execu tive Director, has 

invited the Commission to a walk through of the new  Information Center on 

August 20, 1997 at 9:00 a.m. 

 Mr. Bell announced that the Florida Association of  Counties Rural 

Caucus meeting will be held on August 28 and 29, 19 97. 

 The Board agreed to accept the letter of resignati on from Roy McLeod 

for serving on the Walton County Licensing Board.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised that he received a request for a satisfaction of final 

judgment in Walton County Hospital vs. John Henry H arrison.  A check in the 

amount of $205.75 has been received.  The Board agr eed to accept the check 

for the judgement and to allow the Chairman to exec ute the release.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a letter from the Walton Count y Health Department 

requesting assistance with the cost of their 1997-9 8 audit.  The Board agreed 

to ask the County Auditor, Hilton Galloway, for ass istance. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a request from the Hadji Shrin ers for the Board to 

sponsor a child to attend the Shriner's Circus to b e located in Pensacola in 

November. 

 The Board agreed to adopt a resolution to request a grant for the 

Historical Resources Grant-in-Aid from the Departme nt of State.  The grant 

would be used to acquire and preserve property for the Historical 

Preservation of the Euchee Indians Village Site "Ol d Place".  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Angie Biddle, Grants Coo rdinator, to attend a 

seminar on August 29, 1997, in Chipley, to discuss infrastructure assessment.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve a change order request  for the South Walton 

Tourist Development Building in the amount of $217, 327.38.  The TDC purchased 

the needed materials at a lower cost due to not pay ing sales tax.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve a sick-leave request f rom Floyd Owens to 
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withdraw 64 hours and for Jerry Lindsey to withdraw  480 hours from the sick-

leave pool.  These items will be placed on the cons ent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to adjust the hourly wages for th ose County employees 

effected by the minimum wage increase to $5.15 per hour effective September 

1, 1997.  This item will be placed on the consent a genda. 

 The Board agreed to direct Mr. Bell to prepare a l etter to Annette 

Howell with Med-Transport advising that the Board w ishes to bring the 

ambulance billing services "in-house" and that the contract with Med-

Transport will not be renewed.  This item will be p laced on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a list of corrections to be mad e to the Walton 

County Personnel Policies for the Board's review.  The Board discussed a 

request from Judy Robinson, County employee, that e mployees not be required 

to terminate their county job if they wish to run f or public office.  The 

Board agreed to consider the request. 

 Mr. Bell presented an invoice from Preble-Rish in the amount of 

$15,324.21 for the DEP Grant.  The Board agreed to approve payment of the 

invoice and place this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented the Walton Correctional Institu te's Prison Report on 

the work squads for the Board's review. 

 The Board agreed to approve a request from Wayne M aples to refund two 

vacation days used on July 9 and 10, 1997 for atten ding his wife's funeral.  

Mr. Maples was not aware of the Personnel Policies changes which no longer 

allowed three funeral days off with pay.  This item  will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve a Fireworks Display Pe rmit to Classic 

Fireworks for a showing at the Sandestin Hilton on August 6, September 6, and 

September 9, 1997.  This item will be placed on the  consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve an invoice from Ben Me adows in the amount 

of $243.56 for supplies as requested by the Distric t 5 Office.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve an invoice from Skylin e Steel in the amount 

of $9,682.72 for pilings for the East Point Washing ton Bridge Project.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Commissioner Infinger to  perform emergency 

maintenance on roads traveled by school busses when  needed and place this 
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item on the consent agenda. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was a djourned at 4:40 p.m. 

  

                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  William A. Young,  Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


