
                             WORKSHOP 

                          AUGUST 24, 1998 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

Regular Workshop on Monday, August 24, 1998, at 8:3 0 a.m., in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Jo el Paul, Jr., Commissioner 

Randall Infinger and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  R onnie E. Bell, 

Administrative Supervisor, was also present. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Mrs. Suedelle Wilkerson, Finance Supervisor, prese nted the Expenditure 

Approval List (EAL) with the following bills.  

 
    General Fund  $  97,518.33 
    County Transportation Trust       119,657.83 
    Fine & Forfeiture      450,152.81 
    Mosquito Control                  66.46 
    Library                               315.00 
       Recreation Plat Fee                   439.63  
    Solid Waste Enterprise    108,096.74 
    Mossy Head Vol. Fire Dept             414.02 
    Darlington Vol. Fire Dept              84.04 
    Liberty Vol. Fire Dept                261.94 
    Section 8 Housing                 142.09 
    SHIP                             24,462.00 
    TDC-AmSouth              16,911.05  

                                        $ 818,521.9 4 

 

 The Commissioners approved payment of the bills as  presented on the EAL.  This item will be placed on  the 

consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Porter arrived. 

 Ms. Crystal Steele, Walton County Health Departmen t, appeared before the Commissioners and stated tha t 

employees are using their own vehicles and being pa id mileage expenses for County work, which is very costly.  Ms. 

Steele stated that they would like to purchase four  (4) used vehicles from the Department of Transport ation surplus 

sale and requested to have the vehicles placed on t he County insurance, utilize County fuel, and Count y maintenance in 

order to save money. The Board approved to pay the cost of vehicle insurance and allow the use of Coun ty fuel and 

maintenance for the Walton County Health Department  for four (4) vehicles.  This item will be placed o n the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Mickey Marse, Mayor of the City of Freeport, a ppeared before the Commissioners requesting assista nce in 

paying the attorney's fees for the lawsuit regardin g the Water Authority. Mayor Marse requested the Co unty pay 1/2 the 

cost and the remaining 1/2 would be divided between  the other three parties. The Board approved to pay  one half the 

cost of legal expenses from this date forward, rela ting to the lawsuit regarding the Water Authority.  This item will 
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be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Dewey Wilson, Regional Utilities, informed the  Board that he will present information during tomo rrow's 

regular scheduled meeting for the Board's considera tion in adopting the new CPI tariff rates for water  and sewer. Mr. 

Wilson stated that a public hearing will be require d. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle, Budget Officer, appeared before  the Commissioners and presented a budget amendment  request 

for the following transfers.  $6,000 from General F und Contingencies into: $1,000 travel for County At torney and $5,000 

into Professional Services; transfer $6,000 from Ge neral Fund contingencies into Professional Services , Planning 

Department; $18,661 from CTT Other Debt Service int o County Wide Professional Services; transfer $26,9 50 from CTT other 

Debt Services into: $23,200 County Shop Salaries, $ 550 County Shop FICA and $3,200 County Shop. The Bo ard approved and 

placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Ingle informed the Commissioners that she wil l present budget amendment #7 for their considerati on during 

tomorrow's meeting, which needs to be adopted by re solution. 

 Mrs. Linda Patterson, Coordinator for Technology, Walton County School District, appeared before the 

Commissioners to request approval for the construct ion of a communications tower. Mrs. Patterson state d that the 120' 

tower will be constructed at Bay Middle School and will be used only for educational purposes.  Mrs. S hirl Williams, 

Assistant Administrative Supervisor, stated that th e tower is not for commercial use, therefore, the m oratorium does 

not apply.  The Commissioners stated that they will  discuss this further tomorrow. 

 The Board approved one-time emergency maintenance on Garden Lane Drive, District 5, to correct draina ge 

problems.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to rescind previous action taken on July 28, 1998, consent agenda item #44 regarding  Piggy-

backing bid #97-114, Couch's paving of Campbell Roa d, District 5.  This item will be placed on the con sent agenda. 

 The Board approved to submit a letter from Jack Ar ther, Preble-Rish Engineering to Dennis Brewer, Cou ch 

Construction, deleting Robert Ellis Road and San Ju an Road from bid #97-114, change order #1.  This it em will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for District 5 to contact White  Construction requesting changer order #1 be added to bid 

#98-124 to add the paving of Robert Ellis Road, San  Juan Road and Campbell Road (Dist. 5) at $36.00 pe r ton.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Vice-Chairman Butler stated that District 5 needs to purchase piling for the "No Wake" sings that are  to be 

placed in various locations.  In addition, some sig ns are in need of being replaced because of the swi ft current  

causing the poles to fall over.  The following quot es were submitted: Freeport Truss Company, Freeport , Florida-

$1,337.53, Frank's Cash & Carry, Santa Rosa Beach, Florida-$1,488.15, and Consolidated Ace, DeFuniak S prings, Florida-

$1,660.53.  The Commissioners approved the purchase  of pilings in the amount of $1,337.53 from Freepor t Truss Company, 

low quote.  This item will be placed on the consent  agenda. 

 Commissioner Infinger informed the Board that he h as received several complaints from citizens in the  Juniper 

Lake area regarding the garbage truck compacting th e garbage in the garbage truck, causing the water t o drain onto the 

streets creating an unbearable odor. Discussion fol lowed. 
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 Commissioner Porter informed the Board that Distri ct 4 buried a horse. 

 Mr. Jerry Fountain, Purchasing Agent, appeared bef ore the Commissioners and presented the following t hree bids 

for bid #98-123.  Pierce Fire Apparatus, Bradenton,  Florida-no price included, Florida Fire Apparatus and Repair, Fort 

Walton Beach, Florida-$131,654.00, and Ferrara Fire  Apparatus, Inc., Holden, Louisiana-$121,887.00.  M r. Fountain 

stated that after reviewing the bid packages, the C hief of the Glendale Volunteer Fire Department reco mmended awarding 

the bid to the low bidder, Ferrara Fire Apparatus.  The Commissioners agreed to purchase the fire truc k and allow the 

Glendale Fire Department to repay the Board of Coun ty Commissioners out of their annual budget. Mr. Fo untain stated 

that the fire truck that is currently being used is  very old and has costly repairs.  The Board approv ed awarding bid 

#98-123 to Ferrara Fire Apparatus, Inc., Holden, Lo uisiana, low bid, in the amount of $121,887.00.  Th is item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain requested to advertise for bids for f our (4) tires for the Front end Loader at the Landf ill.  Mr. 

Fountain stated that the tires are wore out and nee d replaced.  The Board agreed to waive the bid proc edure and 

purchase four (4) foam filled tires in the amount o f $1,889.79 each (delivered and mounted) for the La ndfill from 

Howell Tire, Pensacola, Florida.  This item will be  placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain presented the following two (2) quote s for the scanner/fax/copy machine for the North Wa lton 

Annex.  Advanced Copy, DeFuniak Springs, $1,089.00 and Copy Products, Ft. Walton Beach, $1,514.00.  Mr . Fountain 

recommend awarding the quote to Advanced Copy, low quote, in the amount of $1,089.00.  This item will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain presented the following three (3) quo tes for framing material for District 1.  Hodges Ca sh and 

Carry - $1,243.59, Consolidated - $1,246.94, and Fr eeport Cash & Carry - $1,368.40.  Mr. Fountain reco mmended the low 

quote, Hodges Cash & Carry. The Commissioners agree d to vote on this issue tomorrow. 

 Commissioner Infinger stated that other fire depar tments may be interested in purchasing a new fire t ruck off 

of this bid price and should be considered allowing  them to piggy-back that bid. 

 The Board affirmed a phone poll of Commissioner's Young, Infinger, and Paul, approving to waive the b id 

procedure and purchase a tire for the RACO 250 cost ing approximately $1,240.00.  This item will be pla ced on the 

consent agenda.  The machine was out of operation u ntil this tire could replaced.  Mr. Fountain reques ted to contact 

various distributors for the lowest cost on this ti re and request a tire be placed in stock.   

 Mrs. Nellie Thompson, Supervisor of Elections, app eared before the Commissioners and requested the Bo ard 

approve a change in the voting precinct line for th e Alaqua voting precinct.  The change is due to a r elocation of the 

voting precinct due to a fire at the previous locat ion.  The Board approved to change the Alaqua and C hautauqua voting 

precinct dividing line to divide at the DeFuniak Sp rings City limits on 331 South.  This item will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Ms. Connie Bailey appeared before the Commissioner s and presented up-to-date information relating to the date 

that the Baptist Church on 331 South actually forme d as a chartered church.  Ms. Bailey stated that th e application for 

her alcoholic beverage license was submitted before  the church received their charter and she feels that she 

should not have been denied.  The Commissioners agr eed to review the 
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situation with Attorney Miller and requested Ms. Ba iley appear during 

tomorrow's regular scheduled meeting. 

 Mr. Malcolm Patterson, Executive Director of the S outh Walton Tourist 

Development Council, stated that the TDC Council ha s voted to improve a beach 

access on CR30-A east of Seagrove and west of Tom T humb, located in the 

Seawalk Subdivision.  Mr. Patterson presented the c onceptual drawing which 

includes 49 parking spaces, rest rooms, shower, and  buffers for the 

surrounding area at an estimated cost of $150,000 -  $200,000.  Mr. Patterson 

requested to set a public hearing. The Board approv ed to allow Mr. Patterson 

and Mr. Ronnie Bell, to establish a date to conduct  a public hearing 

regarding the construction of a beach access parkin g area.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Patterson presented the Tourist Development Co uncil's Marketing 

Plan/Media Plan which outlines the advertising plan s for the upcoming year.  

The Board approved the 1998/99 Tourist Development Council's Marketing Plan 

consisting of $739,846 in advertising expenses.  Th is item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 Discussion was held regarding beach accesses and t he St. Joe property.  

Commissioner Butler reminded the Board that the Tru man Show donated $15,000 

to St. Joe Paper Company, which was given to Walton  County, for the 

development of the beach access.  

 The Board approved the purchase of the following p romotional items 

provided from the low quote for the South Walton TD C. 9" white flyers with 

logos in the amount of $985.00, white visors with l ogos in the amount of 

$510.00, Magnet business cards in the amount of $35 0.00.  The above items 

were awarded to Ciota, low quote.  The following it ems will be purchased from 

Pratt, low quote. Embroidered patches with logo in the amount of $650.00, and 

Golf towels with logo in the amount of $2,350.00.  This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to delay action taken on August  4, 1998-Special 

Meeting, approving the purchase of surge protection  equipment in the amount 

of $7,626 for the South Walton TDC, until Mr. Patte rson can obtain additional 

quotes.  This item will be placed on the consent ag enda. 

 Mr. Patterson stated that he would like to hold a ceremony on October 6 

for the purpose of allowing the Department of Inter ior to transfer two (2) 

parcels of property over to the County.  Mr. Patter son will work with Mr. 
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Bell to establish a time.   

 The Board approved to advertise to fill two positi ons for Beach 

Maintenance Worker, TDC, and approved to hire a per son as contract laborer to 

temporarily fill the vacancy. This item will be pla ced on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Patterson announced his intentions to retire.  Mr. Patterson 

explained that he has reached the goals that he ori ginally established and 

feels that it is time to allow someone with fresh, new ideas the opportunity 

to take over.  Mr. Patterson also stated that he ma de the decision because of 

health problems. Mr. Patterson requested that the B oard allow Commissioner 

Butler and Ms. Joanne Saucier, TDC Committee, creat e a committee that will 

form a plan of action for the replacement of Mr. Pa tterson and present the 

plan to the Commissioners.  The Board agreed and pl aced this item on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Commissioners recessed briefly. 

 The Board approved the purchase of postage in the amount of $1,000 for 

the North Walton Courthouse Annex.  This item will be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved to conduct a public hearing on October 12, 1998, at 

5:00 p.m. to consider the adoption of a comprehensi ve plan amendment to 

extend the water and sewer service area for the Cit y of DeFuniak Springs, to 

the hospital site and to extend Mossy Head's water system service area for 

the proposed expansion project.  This item will be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mrs. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Supe rvisor, requested 

approval to hire an additional Code Enforcement Off icer due to the extreme 

number of code violations. 

 The Board approved to create an additional positio n of Code Enforcement 

Officer with a beginning salary of $9.00 per hour o r $10.00 if the applicant 

is certified, and approved to advertise to fill the  vacancy.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Discussion was held regarding the possibility of c ollecting an 

occupational license fee.  Mr. Bell suggested appoi nting a committee to 

compare the fees with the surrounding counties.  Mr . Bell will contact 

Attorney Miller. 

 Commissioner Porter stated that he has been receiv ing complaints 

regarding the cost of septic tank permits from the Health Department. Mr. 
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Bell advised that those fees are regulated by State  and Legislators would 

have to be lobbied for any changes. 

 The Board authorized the Chairman to sign and retu rn a letter to the 

University of Florida accepting the preliminary pop ulation estimate as 

recorded in their records as 38,293.  This item wil l be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved to submit two (2) payment to th e West Florida 

Regional Planning Council in the amount of $9,476 a nd $3,699 for overseeing 

the SHIP Program and the HOME Program.  This item w ill be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Mr. Steve Toepper, Walton C ounty Library 

Director, to use a County vehicle to attend a Libra ry Director's Conference 

in Orlando on September 15 and 16, 1998.  This item  will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board denied a request for membership particip ation in the National 

Alliance for Politics through the U.S. Chamber of C ommerce that requires $300 

membership dues.  The local Chamber of Commerce rec ommended the denial.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Commissioner's Porter, Infi nger, Butler, and 

Ronnie Bell, to attend the Small County Coalition A nnual Meeting, September 

17 and 18, 1998, in Tallahassee, Florida.  This ite m will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board appointed the members of the 1998/99 Red istricting Committee 

to serve as the 2000 Complete Count Committee for t he 2000 Census.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to accept a mini bus from Tri-C ounty Community 

Council that has been designated as surplus.  This item will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell requested the Board extend Ms. Regina McD onald's probation an 

additional 90 days.  Mr. Bell stated that some chan ges have been made in the 

OMB Office and would like to extend her opportunity  for learning.  The Board 

approved to extend Ms. Regina McDonald's probationa ry period an additional 90 

days.  This item will be placed on the consent agen da. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Mr. David Ansley,  Department of 

Revenue, regarding revenues received from the Lucky  13 Truck Stop for the 

Commissioners review.  The Board requested to hold a meeting between Attorney 
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Miller, Dan Bodiford, Clerk of Courts, and Chris Ca tenhead, D/H Oil. Attorney 

Miller will set a date and time to meet. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from the City of Freep ort regarding a bill 

from Mr. Doug Manson of Carey, O'Malley, Whitaker a nd Manson for payment 

regarding the objection filed on the WRP water perm it.  The Board stated that 

this was taken care of earlier as requested by Mayo r Marse. 

 Mr. Bell presented two letters from Mr. Leroy Day regarding garbage 

collections.  Commissioner Paul stated that he woul d like to proceed with 

allowing the haulers to collet garbage for commerci al businesses.  Discussion 

was held regarding the cost of commercial pick-up a nd utilizing the funds for 

necessary infrastructure for County offices. 

 The Board approved the agreement between Walton Co unty and the Walton 

County Art League for the lease of the Farmer's Mar ket on U.S. Highway 331 

South, DeFuniak Springs, deleting the required wind storm insurance coverage.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a budget request in the amount of $1,000 from Mr. 

Craig Reynolds, County Coordinator for the Walton C ounty Special Olympics.  

The Commissioners agreed that the request was submi tted too late to be 

included in the 1998/99 budget and can be considere d later to be taken from 

contingencies. 

 A letter was submitted from Mr. Charlie Brown, Dis trict 5, requesting 

the removal of a tree that is blocking the view of the gulf on Andalusia 

Street.  Commissioner Butler stated that he will ha ve District 5 look into 

the situation. 

 Mr. Bell presented a memorandum from Mr. Bodiford requesting several 

items that need to be considered for review.  The B oard agreed to discuss 

this further with Mr. Miller.  Commissioner Infinge r stated that he would 

like to get these issues resolved by having the app ropriate parties meet 

together to discuss.  The Board requested to meet w ith Mr. Bodiford on 

September 8, 1998.  Ms. Comander, Administrative As sistant to the Clerk of 

Courts, will verify Mr. Bodiford's schedule. 

 Mr. Bell stated that the Walton Correctional Insti tute will not pay for 

the air time for the radios recently purchased by t he Board. The 

Commissioners approved to pay air time for the radi os for the Walton 

Correctional Institute Worksquad Officers for a per iod of one year, costing 

approximately $4,344.00. This item will be placed o n the consent agenda. 
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 The Board affirmed  a phone poll of Commissioner's  Porter, Infinger, 

Paul, and Young, approving the Fire Department's Co mmunication Committee 

switching the location of the County's antenna with  the Fire Department's 

antenna in an attempt to gain better reception.  Th is item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to surplus and donate a used bu ilding to the Pine 

View Holiness Church, District 1, currently located  on the church property 

and previously used as a voting precinct.  This ite m will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for District 5 to enter into an  agreement with 

Rutland Forbes Company to resurface Red Fish Circle  and Snapper Street.  The 

County will pay one half the cost and the developer  will pay one half.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Infinger informed the Board of 13 acr es across from 

Cotton's Produce, located on 331 South, that is cur rently on the market with 

an asking price of $40,000 per acre.  Mr. Infinger stated that the Board may 

wish to consider this as a site for the new town ce nter. 

 The Board approved to amend the consent agenda of August 11, 1998, 

adding the approval for the Human Resource Officer to hire a part-time, 

temporary, Library clerk from the current pool of a pplications without 

advertising.  This item will be placed on the conse nt agenda. 

 The Board approved to place Dewayne Ownes, Distric t 1 employee, in 

permanent full-time status of Truck Driver at $6.50  per hour.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board accepted the recommendation of the Perso nnel Committee to 

promote Greg Strickland, Bill May, and Jerome Szcze kot to the three positions 

of EMS Shift Supervisor and approve Danny Porter an d Jeff McCann as 

alternates.  This item will be placed on the consen t agenda. 

 The Board approved to raise the newly promoted EMS  Shift Supervisors 

hourly pay by 50 cent per hour during their six mon th probation. This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda.  Mrs. Robinso n, Human Resource Officer, 

stated that she will submit the recommended salary scale at a later date. 

Mrs. Robinson also stated that several issues are b eing reviewed regarding 

the hours of sleep time and pay. 

 The board approved the recommendation of Mr. Matt Douglass, EMS 

Supervisor, to hire Tim Padgett as relief EMT.  Thi s item will be placed on 
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the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to promote Mark Deitz, EMS empl oyee, to the status 

of full-time Paramedic. This item will be placed on  the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to place Dana Jolley in full-ti me employment status 

as a paramedic.  This item will be placed on the co nsent agenda. 

 Mrs. Robinson stated that she will be reviewing th e job descriptions 

and pay scale for the Permit Clerk, Assistant Offic e Manager/Permit Clerk and 

the Office Manager/License Coordinator.  Mr. Bearde n requested the Board 

consider some changes in the pay scale.  The Board will review and discuss at 

a later time. 

 Mrs. Robinson stated that although she did not rec eive any in-house 

applications for the Administrative Assistant's pos ition in the OMB Office, 

she has a large number of applications on file and has received a few 

qualified applicants and requested direction from t he Board regarding outside 

advertising.  Mr. Bell advised that according to po licy, she can pull from 

qualified applicants for interviews before advertis ing externally.   

 Mrs. Robinson stated that she received one interna l application for the 

District 1 Assistant Foreman's position and one for  the District 5 Assistant 

Foreman's position.  A time will be established for  the interviews. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was a djourned at 12:30 

p.m. 

 

                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  William A. Young,  Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


