
                             WORKSHOP 

                          AUGUST 25, 1997 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, August 25, 1997 at 8:30  a.m., in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Jo el Paul, Jr., Commissioner 

Randall Infinger and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  R onnie Bell, Administrative 

Supervisor, and George R. Miller, County Attorney, were also present.  

Commissioner Paul, Commissioner Porter and Mr. Mill er arrived late. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Ray Sanson and Dale Knee, representing Northwest F lorida  

Hospice, appeared before the Board to reiterate the ir interest in servicing 

patients in Walton County. 

 Ronnie Bell, Administrative Supervisor, advised th at Gordon Richmond, 

representing the Escambia County Health Department,  could not attend the 

meeting today, but would like to reschedule. 

 Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Superviso r, advised the Board 

of two appeals to the Board of Adjustments schedule d for tomorrow. 

 The Board agreed to create a Design Review Board, as required by the 

Land Development Code, consisting of three professi onals and four affected 

property owners. 

 The Board agreed to allow the Design Review Board to be flexible 

regarding granting necessary variances. 

 The Board agreed to appoint the following to serve  on the New Town 

Center Task Force:  Van Ness Butler, Jr., Gordon Po rter, Randall Infinger, 

William A. Young, and Joel Paul, Jr. as an alternat e.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda.  Estus Whitfield has been appointed by the 

Governor to serve as chairman.  The first meeting w ill be held on September 

5, 1997 in Tallahassee at 9:00 a.m. 

 The Board agreed to reappoint Ronnie Bozeman to se rve on the Planning 

Commission to represent District 3.  This item will  be placed on the consent 

agenda. 



Workshop 

August 25, 1997 

prepared by Dede Hinote 

 

                               2 

 

 Gina Bryant appeared before the Board to demonstra te a digital phone 

system.  Ms. Bryant agreed to provide each Commissi oner with a digital phone 

to test around the county. 

 Tom Powell, Executive Director of the Walton Count y Economic 

Development Council, appeared before the Board to r equest assistance in 

paving Charlie Brown Road, located in District 1.  George Hogans wishes to 

open an auto detailing business on Charlie Brown Ro ad, but needs the first 

400 feet paved.  The road is located outside the ci ty limits and the 

Enterprise Zone.  Mr. Hogans agreed that the busine ss would contribute $2,000 

toward the cost of paving the road.  The estimated cost to pave the 1400 foot 

road is $18,200.  Commissioner Paul agreed that the  whole road needs to be 

paved.  Mr. Hogans requested that the quickest meth od be approved.  The Board 

discussed adding the paving onto the most recent bi d price. 

 Jerry Fountain, Shop/Purchasing Agent, opened the bids as follows: 
 
 97-104:  Laboratory Services for Walton County 
 
Toxikon Laboratories        Total Bid: $42,886.00 
Flowers Chemical            No Bid 
Southeastern Environmental  submitted line item pri cing 
Savannah Laboratories       submitted line item pri cing 
The Water Spigot, Inc.      submitted line item pri cing 
Southern Testing & Drilling No Bid 
 
 97-105:  Woodyard Road, Coy Burgess Road, Highway 1087 
 
Florida Asphalt & Paving Co. 
 S-1 asphalt  22,061 tons @ $37.42 ton = $825,522.6 2 
 Tack         29,884 gals @ $ 1.00 gal = $ 29,884.0 0 
 Total Bid                               $855,406.6 2 
 
Panhandle Grading & Paving 
 S-3 asphalt  22,061 tons @ $41.00 ton = $904,501.0 0 
     Tack         29,884 gals @ $ 1.10 gal = $ 32,8 72.40 
 Total Bid                               $937,373.4 0 
 
White Construction Company, Inc. 
 S-3 asphalt  22,061 tons @ $37.05 ton = $817,360.0 5 
     Tack         29,884 gals @ $  .90 gal = $ 26,8 95.60 
     Total Bid                               $844,2 55.65 
 
Couch Construction 
 S-1 asphalt  22,061 tons @ $33.55 ton = $740,146.5 5 
     Tack         29,884 gals @ $ 1.00 gal = $ 29,8 84.00 
     Total Bid                               $770,0 30.55 
 
 97-106:   Oak Grove Road, Joe Anderson Road, Sprad lin Road,  
   Simpson Court - District 2 
 
Couch Construction 
 S-3 asphalt  2,228 tons @ $40.70 ton  = $ 90,679.6 0 
 Primer       4,046 gals @ $ 1.40 gal  = $  5,664.4 0 
 Total Bid                               $ 96,344.0 0 
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Panhandle Grading & Paving 
 S-1 asphalt  2,228 tons @ $41.00 ton  = $ 91,348.0 0 
     Primer       4,046 gals @ $ 1.00 gal  = $  4,4 50.60 
 Total Bid                               $ 95,798.6 0 
 
White Construction Co. 
 S-3 asphalt  2,228 tons @ $41.30 ton  = $ 92,016.4 0 
 Primer       4,046 gals @ $ 1.00 gal  = $  4,046.0 0 
 Total Bid                               $ 96,062.4 0 
 
Florida Asphalt Paving Co. 
 S-1 asphalt  2,228 tons @ $48.62 ton  = $108,325.3 6 
     Primer       4,046 gals @ $ 2.50 gal  = $ 10,1 15.00 
 Total Bid                               $118,440.3 6 

 

This concludes the bid opening. 

 Jerry Jones, representing Couch Construction Compa ny, stated that 

Commissioner Young has already primed a portion of the roads located in 

District 2 and that the primer needs to be taken ou t of the bid prices.  The 

Board agreed to discuss this matter with Attorney M iller when he arrives. 

 Mr. Fountain advised that the 1983 D3 Dozier (BCC 739) needs repair.  

Mr. Fountain received quotes from Thompson Tractor Company and Tractor and 

Equipment Company.  The lowest quote to repair the dozier was from Tractor 

and Equipment Company in the amount of $9,251.60.  The Board agreed to 

authorize the repair of the dozier and place this i tem on the consent agenda. 

 Attorney Miller arrived. 

 The Board discussed purchasing a large quantity of  paint for striping 

roads.  If the purchase is over $5,000, it must be Board approved.  The Board 

agreed to authorize Mr. Fountain to purchase enough  paint for one month, then 

come back before the Board with quotes for paint. 

 The Board recessed briefly. 

 Attorney Miller stated that the bids received for the paving of roads 

in District 2 (Bid 97-106) should not include the p rice for prime due to some 

of the roads already being primed.  The lowest resp onsible bidder, excluding 

the prime price, should be considered. 

 Attorney Miller discussed the Joint Stipulated Agr eement between the 

Board of Commissioners and the Clerk.  The Board ag reed to authorize Chairman 

Young to sign the Agreement.  This item will be pla ced on the consent agenda. 

 Chris Straka, President of Straka Associates, spok e to the Board 

regarding a proposed affordable, single family subd ivision to be constructed 

off Shoemaker Drive in DeFuniak Springs.  Mr. Strak a stated that in order to 
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compete for the state FHFA funds, they must secure approximately $3,750 per 

family, or $150,000, in local government contributi ons.  Mr. Straka stated 

that he is scheduled to appear before the City Coun cil tonight to request 

approximately $74,000 in contributions from the Cit y.  The Board agreed that 

they need further information on the development an d plans before they can 

commit to contribute. 

 Mr. Bell advised of possible lots available for pu rchase surrounding 

the Courthouse.  Dennis Smith, representing Quality  Builders, presented a 

proposal for the Board's review.  Mr. Bell stated t hat he has not found a 

rental space to house the Public Defender's Office.  

 The Board discussed the Bridge Supervisor position  and agreed that 

Bobby Ammons has been doing a good job filling in f or that position.  Mr. 

Ammons stated that he could not continue to fill th e position due to his 

worker's compensation working limitations by his do ctor. 

 The Board agreed to advertise for Request for Prop osals (RFP) for the 

administration of the hospital.  This item will be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board agreed to table the advertising for RFP on the Ambulance 

Service at this time.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to authorize Chairman Young to si gn the agreement 

between the Board and St. Joe Corporation regarding  the land swap/abandonment 

of property located at Seaside.  This item will be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board recessed for lunch. 

 Mr. Bell presented a franchise modification agreem ent with 

Environmental Waste Services for the Board's consid eration.  This 

modification would allow the County to market recyc lables and not be in 

conflict with the franchise agreement.  The Board a greed to place this item 

on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Don Cutchins of F irst Coast Auction 

regarding the recent presentation he made to the Bo ard. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Dr. Susan Turner,  Walton County Public 

Health Director, regarding the elimination of some positions due to budget 

cuts.  The Board agreed to allow those individuals to apply for any county 
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positions available. 

 Mr. Bell stated that Commissioner Paul asked that the maintenance of 

roads in the Creekside Subdivision be discussed.  T here is no record found 

that proves that the County has accepted the roads for county maintenance. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a letter from Frank Gilmer of Tristar Medical, Inc. 

regarding the purchase of some surplus equipment at  the hospital.  The Board 

agreed to place the equipment in the county auction  or accept sealed bids. 

 The Board agreed to schedule a public hearing to c onsider adopting a 

Cost Recovery Ordinance as requested by the Walton County Fire Board.  The 

hearing will be held on September 22, 1997 at 1:30 p.m.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to waive the fee and accept appro ximately 24 tires at 

the Landfill from a gentleman in Villa Tasso.  This  item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a packet of information pertain ing to a County Waste 

Tire Site Abatement Program offered through the Dep artment of Environmental 

Protection. 

 Mr. Bell advised that the Florida Association of C ounties Trust is 

conduction a training seminar on August 27, 1997 in  Putnam County.  The 

training session will cover personnel issues for su pervisors. 

 Mr. Bell advised of a letter from Captain Tom Page ls, Director of 

Emergency Operations Center, regarding an agreement  between the County and 

the Florida Division of Emergency Management to upd ate hazardous materials 

data for Walton County. 

The Board agreed to approve the agreement and place  this item on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised of two office buildings and prope rties that are 

available in DeFuniak Springs. 

 The Board agreed to approve a request from the Flo rida Chautauqua for a 

dumpster for the demolition phase of the restoratio n of the Ritz Theatre.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell advised that Mr. Bodiford received a lett er requesting 

permission for the Coalition Advocating Medical Mar ijuana to set up a display 

outside the Courthouse on September 11, 1997 from n oon until 2:00 p.m.  The 
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Board agreed to table this matter. 

 The Board agreed to adopt a resolution supporting the FRDAP grant 

application to the Department of Environmental Prot ection.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board directed Mr. Bell to schedule a represen tative from the 

Humane Society to appear at the next regular Worksh op. 

 The Board agreed to install four street lights in the Flowersview 

Community and one in Choctaw Beach.  This item will  be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Pauline Wamble to attend  a meeting in North 

Carolina on September 9 and 10, 1997.  This item wi ll be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to allow Ronnie Bell, Commissione r Porter and 

Commissioner Butler to attend the Small County Coal ition Meeting in 

Tallahassee on September 11 and 12, 1997.  This ite m will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Vice-Chairman Butler stated that he may be attendi ng the Beach Shore 

Preservation Meeting in September. 

 The Board agreed to accept the recommendation of t he Florida 

Chautauqua, Cultural Arts Association, Seaside Inst itute and South Walton 

Tree Arts Alliance that the Northwest Florida Arts Council serve as agent for 

Walton County as the Arts License Plate funds distr ibutor.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to direct Ronnie Hudson, Public W orks Director, to 

coordinate and schedule with Districts 1, 4 and 5 t o help pave the City Fire 

Department's parking lot. 

 The Board agreed to interview the applicants recei ved for the County 

Surveyor position on September 8, 1997 at 3:00 p.m.  

 The Board agreed to grant a request from Caring & Sharing of South 

Walton and allow Vice-Chairman Butler to pick-up an d dispose of a warming 

oven which is sitting on the north side of the buil ding. 

 Commissioner Porter stated that the gentleman who placed a fence on the 

right-of-way of Miller Gainey Road has agreed to ha ve the fence removed, but 

is not physically able to do the work.  The Board a greed to allow the 
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District 4 road crew remove the fence and shrubs of f the County right-of-way. 

 The Board agreed to approve a Fireworks Display pe rmit to Sunset 

Fireworks for a showing at Sandestin Resort on Sept ember 9, 1997.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve the interdepartmental transfers as 

presented by Martha Ingle, Budget Officer.  This it em will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to advertise for bids to sell cou nty property located 

in District 2, in Section 2, Township 2 North, Rang e 18 West, and an 

exhausted clay pit located on Webster Lane in Distr ict 2.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Chairman Young adjourned the meeting at 3:10 p.m. 

 

    

                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  William A. Young,  Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 

 

 


