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                                       AUGUST 28, 2000 – PUBLIC HEARING 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a Public Hearing 

on Monday, August 28, 2000, at 5:00 P.M., in the auditorium of Butler Elementary School. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairman Van Ness R. Butler, Jr., Vice-

Chairman Randall Infinger, Commissioner Herman Walker, Commissioner Joel Paul, Jr., and 

Commissioner Gene Ryan.  Mr. George Ralph Miller, County Attorney, Ms. Shirl Williams, 

Administrative Supervisor, and Mr. Dan Bodiford, Clerk of Courts, were also present. 

 Chairman Butler called the meeting to order followed by pledging allegiance to the 

American Flag and the invocation by Commissioner Infinger. 

 The first item presented was a request from the Clerk of Courts to schedule October 11 

& 12, 2000, for a meeting of the Value Adjustment Board.  Chairman Butler explained that 

the meeting was for those property owners contesting the proposed taxes assessed by the 

Property Appraiser.  The Board scheduled the meetings to begin at 9:00 A.M., on October 11 

& 12, 2000. 

 Chairman Butler called to order the advertised public hearing to consider the Scenic 

Corridor Regulations. 

 Attorney Miller requested that the Board address the billboard issues first due to the 

pending litigations with the Florida Department of Transportation  

 Mr. Roy V. Andrews, Attorney representing Bill Salter Advertising, read into record:  

Section 13.02.05.02 Non-Conforming Signs:  Non-conforming signs shall not be altered 

to another non-conforming sign.  They shall not be expanded, improved (including 

double or triple rotating panels), moved, reconstructed into another non-conforming 

sign after damage, destruction or change of use of ownership.  Existing signs that do not 

meet the requirements of these standards shall be removed or modified into conforming 
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signs by January 1, 2003.  Existing signs that do not exceed 20% of the height, width and 

copy area of these standards are not required to be removed within the amortized 

period.   

Attorney Andrews suggested the following language as the amendment to Section 

13.02.05.02: 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this ordinance, non-conforming signs which 

have been or are removed after July 1, 1999 by reason of public acquisition of the land 

upon which they are situated may, at the election of the owner, be relocated or 

reconstructed in accordance with FS 479.15 stating that the signs can be re-located as 

long as they are in compliance with the stipulated regulations. 

Attorney Andrews reported his conversation with Mr. James “Jim” E. Moore, 

Attorney representing Lamar Outdoor Advertising, concerning the amortization issue and 

agreed that the amortization is not just compensation pursuant to F.S. 479.15(2) for billboards 

on federal primary aid roads such as Highway 98. 

Attorney Andrews suggested that the following language be removed from the first paragraph 

of 13.02.05.02: 

Existing signs that do not meet the requirements of these standards shall be removed or 

modified into conforming signs by January 1, 2003. 

Therefore, per Attorney Andrews, the decision is to remove the amortization date issue, the 

County paying compensation to the sign owners, or participating in the appeal process.  

Attorney Andrews reported that a $90,600.00 litigation suit is presently on going with 

numerous signs affected by the statute 

 Attorney Miller recommended deleting: Existing signs that do not meet the 

requirements of these standards shall be removed or modified into conforming signs by 
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January 1, 2003.  Existing signs that do not exceed 20% of the height, width and copy 

area of these standards are not required to be removed within the amortization period.  

The Commissioners requested that Attorney Miller, Attorney Andrews and Attorney 

James “Jim” E. Moore, representing Lamar Outdoor Advertising, provide a copy of FS 479.15 

and prepare the language for Section 13.02.05.02 for the Board’s perusal.  Attorney Miller 

advised that he would circulate the requested information and revisit the issue at 7:30 P.M., 

Tuesday, September 12, 2000, Board of County Commissioners Regular Meeting. 

Next, the Board requested those attending the meeting to submit their names and 

phone numbers to Mrs. Bonnie Alford, Administrative Assistant, if they wished to be 

considered for appointment to the Design Review Board. 

Ms. Sue Murphy, Director of Planning with Piper, Marbury, Rudnick & Wolfe, LLP, 

appeared before the Commissioners and reported that the purpose for the proposed changes 

was to balance aesthetic, economic development and traffic safety along the Scenic Corridor.  

Ms. Murphy mentioned that the proposed revisions include landscaping, increasing the size of 

the signs (width & height), and interior illumination of signs. 

Many business owners voiced support for the drafted sign ordinance stating that 

signage and visibility have been detrimental factors for their businesses to prosper.  Many 

voiced the additional expense incurred for advertising to inform the public and area residents 

where their business is located.   

Some members voiced opposition stating that the proposed ordinance will allow larger 

signs, an increase in the number of allowed signs and will allow signs to be spaced closer 

together to allow internally illuminated plastic signs.  As a result, will add visual clutter and 

blight to the landscape.  One member of the audience stated that if the revisions were adopted, 

the Scenic Corridor would resemble Destin and Myrtle Beach. 



 

Prepared by: Bailey 
August 28, 2000 – Public Hearing 

4

Ms. Kriss Titus, Executive Director of the South Walton Tourist Development 

Council, submitted a packet with proposed signage revisions, colored photos and a detailed 

sign ordinance for the Board’s perusal.  Ms. Titus read into a record a letter submitted by the 

South Walton Tourist Development Council.  

The Commissioners recessed briefly at 7:05 P.M. and reconvened at 7:25 P.M. 

Mr. Tom Pelham, Attorney representing the Scenic Corridor 98, Inc., appeared on 

behalf of the Association.  Attorney Pelham began by advising the Board of County 

Commissioners that the Design Review Board (DRB) needs to be re-appointed.  Attorney 

Pelham stated that by not having the DRB reinstated to submit their recommendations to the 

Board of County Commissioners, the Board would be violating their own Comprehensive 

Plan and Land Development Code in which the Board adopted.   Attorney Pelham remarked 

that the sign regulations on the Scenic Corridor should be more restrictive than the Non-

Scenic (County sign regulations) and stated that the proposed ordinance allows the same 

regulations for both the Scenic and Non-Scenic area.  Attorney Pelham urged the 

Commissioners to reappoint the Design Review Board, turn the signage issues over to the 

DRB for them to schedule a workshop and then, submit their recommendations to the Board 

of County Commissioners. 

Ms. Williams replied that the DRB shall consist of seven members which include 2 

design professionals, 3 affected property owners within the corridor, 1 real estate or 

development professional and 1 general citizen of South Walton County, and approved by the 

County Commissioners. 

Motion by Commissioner Infinger, second by Commissioner Walker to close the 

public hearing.  Ayes 4, Nayes 1.  Ryan Aye, Infinger Aye, Butler Aye, Walker Aye, Paul 

Naye. 
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The Board requested Ms. Williams to submit the names of the qualifying candidates to 

be appointed to the Design Review Board on Tuesday, September 12, 2000, Regular Meeting, 

and provide them with a copy of the proposed Ordinance for review  

Motion by Commissioner Ryan, second by Commissioner Infinger to schedule 

Tuesday, September 12, 2000, Regular Meeting, for reinstatement of the Design Review 

Board.  Ayes 5, Nayes 0.  Ryan Aye, Infinger Aye, Butler Aye, Walker Aye, Paul Aye. 

  There being no further discussion, motion by Commissioner Infinger, second by 

Commissioner Ryan to adjourn at 8:05 P.M.  Ayes 5, Nayes 0.  Ryan Aye, Infinger Aye, 

Butler Aye, Walker Aye, Paul Aye. 

    APPROVED: _____________________________ 
                                                                        Van Ness R. Butler, Jr., Chairman 
 

ATTEST: ______________________ 
                 Dan Bodiford, Clerk 
 

  
  
 
 


