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BUDGET HEARING
September 8, 1986

The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida,
conducted a hearing to consider the proposed 1986-87 Budget on September
8, 1986, at 7:00 P.M.

The following Board Members were present: Chairman W. F. Miles,
Vice—Chairmman Raymond Hall, Commissioner Sam Pridgen, and Commissioner
Derward Owens. Commissioner Joe Griffin was absent due to illness.

Chairman Miles called the meeting to order.

Mr. Michael Pickens, resident of the Mack Bayou area, appeared
before the Board and advised that he read in the newspaper that the
overall tax base increased 31%. Mr. Pickens asked that the Board keep
the millage rate down.

Mr. Ed Latham, resident in South Walton County, appeared before the
Board and advised that the development in South Walton County is causing
the property to be reassessed. Mr. Latham asked the Board why the
question on the tourist tax did not include the manner in which the
funds will be spent. Commissioner Hall advised Mr. Latham that there is
a brochure that explains the method concerning how the funds will be
spent. Mr. Latham stated to the Board that he would like to see a plan
for the proposed gas tax funds should the referendum pass in November.

Mr. Jeb Gaston, resident of DeFuniak Springs, appeared before the
Board and asked if the gas tax will be on the ballot in November. The
Board advised that it will be on the ballot.

Mr. Burford Toole, resident of DeFuniak Springs, stated that the
gas tax will go into the road and bridge fund and the citizens will not
get any additional projects completed.

Mrs. Iva Kennara, resident of South Walton County, appeared before
the Board and stated that she has been trying to get a street sign for
three years. Mrs. Kennara also stated that she cannot get to her beach
house due to the condition of the road. Commissioner Hall advised that
the road is not county maintained.

Mr. L. H. Hawkins, resident of Choctaw Beach, appeared before the
Board and advised that his assessment increased 25.476% and will cost an

additional $218.62 in taxes this year.



Mr. Joel Goodwin, owner of Walton County Printing Company, appeared
before the Board and advised that his assessment increase $10,000. Mr.
Goodwin stated that he pays taxes in Walton County, but he is not
allowed to bid on county printing jobs.

Mr. Bob Bannerman, resident of South Walton Countv, appeared before
the Board and stated that he feels there are a lot of inadequate
assessments.

Mr. James Cook, resident of King Lakes, appeared before the Board
and advised that his assessment increased $20,000 this vear.

Mr. Dan Stiller, resident of Portland, appeared before the Board
and advised that his assessment increased $6,000 this year. Mr. Stiller
stated that the law should be changed in order that more than 50% of the
people pay taxes.

Mr. Bill DeRolf, resident of Piney Grove Community, appeared before
the Board to request that the law suite filed by the Board for him to
remove a fence from the county right-of-way be dropped.

Mrs. Doris Bradley, resident of DeFuniak Springs, requested that a
road sign be erected on the road to the landfill. Mrs. Bradley also
requested that the road be paved.

Motion by Commissioner Hall, second by Commissioner Pridgen, to
tentatively adopt the 1986-~87 budget in the amount of $12,799,848.92,
7.967 Mills. Ayes 4, Nayes 0. Owens Aye, Pridgen Aye, Hall Ave, Miles
Ave,

Motion by Commissioner Hall, second by Commissioner Owens, to

adjourn. Ayes 4, Nayes 0. Owens Aye, Pridgen Aye, Hall Ave, Miles Aye.

wesoven: ). . s Moz

W. F. Miles, Chairman
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ATTEST:

Catherine King, Clerk



