PUBLIC HEARING
September 12, 1983

The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a Public
Hearing on September 12, 1983 at 5:15 P.M., before tentatively adopting the
1983-84 Budget.

The following Board Members were present: Chairman Derward Owens, Vice-
Chairman W. F. Miles, Commissioner Sam Pridgen, Commissioner Bob Anderson, and
Commissioner W. L. "Billy" McLean.

Chairman Owens called the Public Hearing to order.

Chairman Owens asked if anyone would 1like to address the Board in
reference to the proposed 1983-84 Budget.

Mr. John W. Clark, President of the Walton County Taxpayers Association,
Inc., appeared before the Board and read a letter that represented 650
taxpaying members of the association.

Mr. Clark stated that the association is obligated to protest both the
proposed high millage rate of 8.563 mills and the lack of detailed, specific
information for stated requirements submitted during the workshop sessions.

The letter also protested the placement of $50,000 in contigency funds to
support the City of Freeport in the construction of a governmental center.

Mr. Clark also stated in the letter the concern of tax support of the
Walton County Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. Clark suggested that the Board of County Commissioners establish a
format for county offices and agencies to use for future budget submissions.
The format should call for detailed narrative justification for each line item
included in each submission.

Mr. Jeb Gaston asked the Board if a county road system 1is going to be

formed. Chairman Owens advised that nothing has been decided on at this point.



Mr. Gaston asked Chairman Owens if he is in favor of the system. Chairman
Owens replied yes.

Mr. Gaston asked the Board if a county purchasing agent will be employed.
Chairman Owens advised that at this time the Board has no plans for a
purchasing agent.

The Taxpayers Association, Inc. concurred that the above two items are
needed in the County.

Mr. Gaston asked what the percent of increase there will be in the 1983-
84 Budget. Mr. Ken Scott stated that the over all budget increased 9% and the
ad valorem tax will increase 17%.

Further discussion followed in reference to expenditures and the manner
that the budget was prepared.

The Board received a letter from David D. Shelby opposing the increase in
taxes for the budget year 1983-84.

The Board received a letter from M. Curtiss McKee, representing the
owners of Apartment 405, Huntington By-the-Sea, advising of a strong protest to
the overall increase in taxes.

Motion by Commissioner McLean, second by Commissioner Pridgen, to adopt
the tentative budget setting the millage at 8.563. Ayes 5, Nayes O. McLean
Aye, Anderson Aye, Pridgen Aye, Miles Aye, Owens Aye.

Motion by Commissioner McLean, second by Commissioner Miles, to adjourn.

Ayes 5, Nayes 0. McLean Aye, Anderson Aye, Pridgen Aye, Miles Aye, Owens Aye.

APPROVED:

Derward Owens, Chairman

ATTEST:




Catherine King, Clerk



