
                             WORKSHOP 

                        SEPTEMBER 21, 1998 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, September 21, 1998, at 8:30 a.m., in the 

Commission Boardroom of the Walton County Courthous e. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Jo el Paul, Jr., Commissioner 

Randall Infinger and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  R onnie E. Bell, 

Administrative Supervisor, was also present. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Mrs. Suedelle Wilkerson, Finance Supervisor, prese nted the Expenditure 

Approval List (EAL) consisting of the following bil ls for approval: 

 
    GENERAL FUND  $109,681.29 
    COUNTY TRANSPORTATION             96,026.67 
    MOSQUITO CONTROL            612.66 
    LIBRARY     1,714.55 
    RECREATION PLAT FEE                895.50 
    SOLID WASTE ENTERPRISE            97,417.75 
    MOSSY HEAD FIRE DEPT                 186.22 
     GLENDALE FIRE DEPT                <26.50> 
    DARLINGTON FIRE DEPT               1,056.00 
    LIBERTY FIRE DEPT                 50.67 
    RED BAY FIRE DEPT                    111.84 
    SECTION 8 HOUSING                  5,089.00 
    SECTION 8 HOUSING                    499.42 
    TDC SUNTRUST             15,219.47 
    TDC AMSOUTH                       13,727.69 
    SHIP      3,094.50 
    CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST               895.55 

 

 Chairman Young requested approval to order 36 drum s of base seal in the 

amount of $18,810 and 9 drums of top shield in the amount of $4,050 plus 

freight. Mr. Young also requested approval to exten d the lease of the RACO 

250 an additional three (3) months in the amount of  $11,000 minus a credit of 

$3,850.41 for new tires. 

 The Commissioners approved payment of the bills as  presented on the EAL 

and approved the purchases as requested by Chairman  Young and placed these 

items on the consent agenda. 

 Chairman Young stated that he received a bill for new tubes that were 

installed on the RACO, however, he feels that the C ounty should not be 

responsible because the tire company punctured them  while installing them.  

Mr. Jerry Fountain, Purchasing Agent, stated that h e will look into the 
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matter. 

 Vice-Chairman Butler presented a bill from Couch        Construction in 

the amount of $417,584.83 for paving of CR 30A and CR 393, bid #97-114. The 

Board authorized payment to Couch in the amount $41 7,584.83 and placed this 

item on the consent agenda. 

 The Board authorized for District 2 to pay the thi rd month rental/lease 

payment of the RACO 250 in the amount of $11,000 mi nus the $3,850.41 credit, 

submitting $7,149.59 to Hamm Compactors, Inc., Hous ton, Texas, for the lease 

(Requisition 82182). This item will be placed on th e consent agenda. 

 Mr. Nelson Miner, County Engineer, appeared before  the Commissioners 

and presented a proposed functional chart for vario us road building crews.  

Lengthy discussion followed regarding creation of n ew crews and the best way 

to control the installation of utilities.    

 Further discussion followed regarding the establis hment of a 

stabilization crew thereby allowing the base prepar ation crew to remain 

within each district.  Commissioner Infinger sugges ted to keep the employees 

who are currently working on the RACO as the stabil ization crew.  In addition 

to the work crews, discussion was held in reference  to the additional 

equipment that would be necessary and the cost invo lved.   

 The Commissioners discussed whether or not to divi de the budget back to 

previous status creating a maintenance budget for e ach district, and have 

each district submit road paving projects for Board  approval.  The 

Commissioners agreed to vote tomorrow on this issue . 

 Mr. Tim Taylor appeared before the Commissioners t o request assistance 

in preventing parking problems at the Majestic Sun.  Mr. Taylor stated that 

heavy equipment is being parked on the right-of-way  creating potential 

traffic problems. 

 The Board approved for EMS to reimburse Mr. Fabien  Jordon in the amount 

of $508.25 for repairs to his automobile caused fro m an accident by an EMS 

employee.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Douglass, EMS Director, advised the Commission ers that the trailer 

being relocated to Legion Park for an EMS station i s in bad condition.  Mr. 

Douglass stated that Charles McMillan, Maintenance Supervisor, will present 

some cost estimates to compare the feasibility of r emodeling or constructing 

a completely new building. 

 The Commissioners approved to waive the bid proced ure and allow the 
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Emergency Medical Services to purchase two (2) IV I nfusion Pumps in the 

amount of $4,700 each.  This item will be placed on  the consent agenda.  Mrs. 

Ingle, Budget Officer, will make the necessary budg et transfer. 

 The Commissioners approved for EMS to work with th e Purchasing 

Department to purchase two (2) HT1000 Motorola radi os at a State Contract 

price of $1,514.20 each.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Commissioners approved to waive the bid proced ure and allow EMS to 

purchase one (1) defibrillator in the amount of $17 ,755. This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Douglass informed the Commissioners that the A mbulance Service has 

received  $14,088 in grant funds and requested to p urchase three (3) Striker 

stretchers in the amount of $4,600 each.  The Board  approved the use of grant 

funds for the purchase of stretchers and placed thi s item on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved for EMS to piggy-back bid #98-1 28, Office of 

Management and Budget Computers, and purchase one ( 1) computer in the amount 

of $1,400 from Internet Solutions, DeFuniak Springs , due to the urgent need 

for a computer system.  This item will be placed on  the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to pay Mark Olwick, EMS employe e, $1,694.84 for 

wages not received after being promoted to Graduate  Paramedic.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Douglass presented a proposed pay/wage scale f or EMS employees with 

several recommended changes from the current operat ing policies. The 

Commissioners will review the pay scale. 

 Mr. Wentworth, Lazy Days RV Park, District 1, appe ared before the 

Commissioners to request the Board continue maintai ning a drainage ditch at 

the park as needed.  Commissioner Paul stated that Mr. Miner looked into the 

situation and stated that no DEP permits are requir ed.  Mr. Wentworth stated 

that he will grant an easement to the County if the y will draft the proper 

paperwork. 

 The Board approved for District 1 to perform routi ne maintenance on the 

drainage ditch as required for proper drainage.  Th is item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Jerry Fountain, Purchasing Agent, appeared bef ore the Commissioners 

and presented the quotes for the District 1 McKinno n Pit truss project.  Mr. 

Fountain stated that Freeport Truss submitted a quo te in the amount of $4,530 
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and AAA Truss, DeFuniak Springs, submitted a quote of $3,476.  Mr. Fountain 

recommended to award the quote to AAA Truss, low qu ote.  The Board agreed and 

placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the purchase of 78 barrels of b ase seal and 27 

barrels of top shield in the amount of $56,550 incl uding freight, District 3. 

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain stated that he looked into the matter  relating to the tube 

on the RACO and stated that it was due to the type of rim on the machine and 

not the fault of the company who replaced the tire.  

 Mr. Fountain stated that the Bridge Crew is rentin g an air compressor 

for $75 per day from Cowin Equipment Company, Pensa cola, Florida.  Mr. 

Fountain advised that the County could sign a lease  agreement in the amount 

of $495 per month and 100% of the payment would the n go toward the purchase 

price if        purchased within a six month period . Mr. Fountain stated that 

Cowin Equipment is the only company that will provi de a lease option and 

provides better quality of equipment. 

 The Commissioners agreed to enter into a contract with Cowin Equipment 

Company for the air compressor in the amount of $49 5 per month.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Commissioners approved to award the Library qu ote to Advanced Copy, 

DeFuniak Springs, in the amount of $17,000 for the purchase of a 

scanner/server. This item will be placed on the con sent agenda.  Mr. Fountain 

stated that there was an insufficient amount of tim e in order to send out for 

formal bids due to the grant money being designated  for this project and the 

urgent need to award the quote before the end of th e budget year. 

 Mr. Fountain requested approval for Chairman Young  to sign a purchase 

agreement for the purchase of Liberty Volunteer Fir e Department's fire truck.  

This purchase received prior Board approval. The Bo ard approve for Chairman 

Young to execute the necessary documentation. 

 The following architectural firms submitted their qualifications for 

construction of the new South Walton Library.  Stro ber & Hunter, Inc., 

Pensacola; McWhorter Architects P.A., Seagrove Beac h; Kendrick-David-Dowling 

Architects, Inc., Ft. Walton Beach; W. Andrew Pope Architects, P.A., Destin; 

Portal Architecture, Gainesville; Carlan Killam Con sulting Group, Inc., 

Pensacola; Bullock Tice Associates, Pensacola; JRA Architects, Inc., Panama 

City; and Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, Inc., T allahassee.  Mr. Bell 
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reminded the Commissioners that the competitive neg otiations act must be 

followed when interviewing and ranking the firms. 

 The Board approved payment to Attorney Allan Ramey  in the amount of 

$62.50 for serving as Counsel for the Board of Adju stments.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to reimburse Mr. Douglass Bozem an $450 for a 

variance application that was withdrawn.  This item  will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to accept a check in the amount  of $1,320.00 for 

Summer Lake Townhomes in lieu of a letter of credit  until the final 

improvements such as sodding have been made. This i tem will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Jay Scheyd appeared before the Board and reque sted the 

Commissioners grant a disclaimer for the west 33 fe et of lot 29 on Blue Heron 

Street, District 5.  Mr. Scheyd stated that the Cou nty does not have any 

interest in the property.  Attorney Miller recommen ded approval.  The Board 

approved to grant the disclaimer and placed this it em on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Malcolm Patterson, Executive Director of the S outh Walton Tourist 

Development Council, appeared before the Commission ers and requested the 

reappointment of two Council Members, Mr. VanZant a nd Ms. Joanne Saucier. The 

Board approved the reappointment and placed this it em on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Patterson presented a letter to the Commission ers regarding the 

resignation of Kathleen Mignacca, TDC Marketing Dir ector. Mr. Patterson 

requested authorization to advertise the vacancy an d present the 

recommendation for a replacement. The Commissioners  accepted the resignation 

of Ms. Kathleen Mignacca and approved for Mr. Patte rson to proceed with 

advertising. This item will be placed on the consen t agenda. 

 Mr. Patterson requested approval to proceed with t he "Economic Impact 

Study" that will be performed by Urbanomics, Jackso nville, Florida.  The 

costs of the study will be $10,000 and additional e xpenses not to exceed 

$1,500.00. The Board approved and placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Patterson informed the Commissioners that a pa ck of red fox have 

been found in South Walton and are destroying the t urtle nests on the 

beaches. Mr. Patterson stated that the wild animals  are not native to 

Florida, therefore, will be euthanized when capture d. The Board approved for 

Mr. Patterson to work with the Florida Fresh Water Fish and Wildlife and the 
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U.S. Department of Agriculture to capture the Red F ox and allow them to be 

euthanized.  This item will be placed on the consen t agenda. 

 Mr. Patterson advised the Commissioners that the l ease agreements have 

been signed for Walton Dunes and Dune Allen. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle, Budget Officer, appeared before  the Commissioners to 

discuss the policy for ambulance fee collections as  recommended by Hilton 

Galloway, Auditor, and requested the Board's direct ion on how to make 

adjustments of non-payment accounts.  Mrs. Connie B rown, EMS Billing Clerk, 

advised that in most instances, it is not feasible to file a small claims 

case due to the cost of filing fees.  Each case wil l be brought before the 

Commissioners for review. 

 Mrs. Ingle presented a letter from Mr. Dan Strack who is requesting the 

Board forgive all charges above the usual and custo mary amount that Blue 

Cross/Blue Shield pays for EMS services. Mrs. Ingle  stated that Walton County 

does not currently have a  contract with BCBS and m ay wish to consider 

entering into a contract for services. 

 The Board approved the recommended procedures for EMS Billing and 

Collections, and approved for Mrs. Brown to apply f or a contract with Blue 

Cross/Blue Shield, and deny a request from Mr. Dan Strack requesting to 

forgive the amount above the customary charges.  Th is item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to transfer $5,000 from the TDC  Contingencies into 

Operating Expenses.  This item will be placed on th e consent agenda. 

 The  Board approved to advertise to hold a public hearing on October 

13, 1998, at 5:10 p.m. to consider authorizing the issuance of Single-Family 

Mortgage revenue Bonds.  This item will be placed o n the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Tom Blackshear, County Planner, appeared befor e the Commissioners 

and advised that the Planning Commission voted unan imously to adopt the 

Evaluation Appraisal Report with several recommende d changes.  Mr. Blackshear 

stated that the draft EAR has been distributed for public review and also 

submitted to the Department of Community Affairs fo r their comments before 

final submission. Mr. Blackshear reviewed DCA's com ments with the 

Commissioners.   

 Mr. Malcolm Patterson requested Board approval to restock promotional 

supplies such as beach towels, umbrellas, caps and tee shirts.  The low quote 

submitted was in the amount of $11,517.50.  Mr. Pat terson also requested to 
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purchase an additional display board from Exhibitco rp, Torrance, California, 

in the amount of $7,730.  The Board approved and pl aced these items on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Commissioners recessed until 1:30 p.m. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting back to order. 

 Mr. Bell stated that the following architectural f irms submitted a 

response for construction of the jail expansion, So uth Walton substation and 

courthouse expansion.  JRS Architects, Inc., Panama  City; Bullock Tice 

Associates, Pensacola; W. Andrew Pope Architects, P .A., Destin; Carlan Killam 

Consulting Group, Inc., Pensacola; Clemons, Rutherf ord & Associates, Inc., 

Tallahassee. Again, Mr. Bell advised the Commission ers that the Competitive 

Negotiations Act must be followed. 

 Mr. Bell stated that some citizens of Paxton have requested the Board 

submit a letter to the Department of Transportation  requesting that turn 

lanes be installed on U.S. 331 at the Paxton School  during the widening and 

resurfacing project.  Commissioner Infinger stated that he recently spoke 

with D.O.T. and they advised him that they have agr eed to install the turn 

lanes. 

 The Board approved to surplus four (4) Florida Hig hway Patrol traffic 

radars and transfer them to the Sheriff's Departmen t.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved a variacne request from Ms. Car ol Thornton granting 

her scheduled vacation from December 14 thru 18, 19 98, while on probation as 

a new employee to the OMB Office.  This item will b e placed on the consent 

agenda. Ms. Thornton previously scheduled her vacat ion while employed at the 

Tax Collector's Office. 

 The Board approved to disburse the budgeted amount  of $750.00 to the 

Walton County Athletic League, Inc. for 1997-98. Th is item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the renewal of the USDA Natural  Resources 

Conservation Service lease and the combining of the  Farm Services Agency and 

Rural Development leases. This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Discussion was held regarding the number of insura nce companies that 

provide insurance to county employees by payroll de duction.  Mrs. Donna 

Weekley, Payroll/Insurance Clerk, submitted a list containing several 

companies that provide insurance to less than 10 em ployees.  Mrs. Weekley 
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advised that the reconciliation process is extremel y lengthy and requested 

authorization to contact the insurance companies an d request having those 

employees billed at home. Mr. Bell will discuss the  issue with Mrs. Weekley 

and report back to the Board. 

 The Board approved the job description of Administ rative Assistant for 

the Office of Management and Budget Office as amend ed.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Billy Bearden, Building Official, submitted a letter to the 

Commissioners requesting to change the Walton Count y Building Department 

Check List for Permits.  The Commissioners requeste d Mr. Bearden's presence 

at the next workshop to answer questions regarding the changes. 

 The Commissioners approved to grant a fireworks di splay permit to Pyro 

Shows, LaFollette, Tennessee, pending a signature o f the Fire Chief and the 

Sheriff.  The fireworks display will be held on a b arge in the Gulf of Mexico 

near Four Mile Village. This item will be placed on  the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell submitted a letter from Milton Insurance to the Commissioners 

stating that it was only a recommendation to requir e all road department 

employees to obtain a Class B commercial drivers li cense and not a 

requirement.  The purpose is to enhance the Drug-fr ee workplace program. 

 The Commissioners approved to discontinue the use of property record 

cards as a method of inventory record for assets.  The cards are obsolete and 

records can now be maintained electronically.  This  item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved payment to Carr, Riggs & Ingram , L.L.P., in the 

amount of $3,172.50 for services rendered for the m onth of August.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to provide warning signs for th e Walton Middle 

School. This item will be placed on the consent age nda. 

 The Board approved the purchase of uniform shirts and jackets for the 

Building Department employees to better identify th em as county employees. 

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Okaloosa Walton Community College presented a list  of classes being 

offered during the Fall semester and has offered Co unty employees the 

opportunity to take these classes at no charge as l ong as seating is 

available. 

 The Board approved to submit payment to Smith, Bal lard, Bradshaw & 
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Logan, P.A., Tallahassee, Florida, in the amount of  $2,059.51, which reflects 

one-half of the bill, for legal services rendered r egarding the objection to 

WRP's permit application. Commissioner Butler absta ined due to the fact that 

he is a member of the Utility Board. 

 The Board approved to waive the development fees f or Regional Utilities 

for the minor development of additional office spac e.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Freddy Bishop submitted a letter to the Commis sioners requesting to 

be reinstated to his position in District 5.  After  discussion, the 

Commissioners referred the issue to Attorney Miller  and will wait for a legal 

opinion. 

 Commissioner Porter stated that he would like for county employees to 

have the opportunity to remain employed while campa igning for office. 

 The Board approved payment in the amount of $65.00  to the Walton County 

Fair Association for booth rental for EMS, continge nt upon Mr. Bell 

contacting the Fair Association requesting the fees  be waived.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Discussion was held regarding a request from Med T ransport for a 

Certificate of Necessity (CON).  The Commissioners requested for Mr. Bell to 

check with surrounding counties relating to their p olicies regarding private 

EMS Services.   

 Vice-Chairman Butler stated that the Hewitt Road C onnector and Bay 

Circle Drive were previously approved, July 12, 199 8, to be advertised for 

bids for paving. However, they were not included as  part of the bid package.  

Mr. Butler stated that White Construction was recen tly awarded bid #98-124 in 

the same vicinity and requested approval to piggy-b ack that bid and pave the 

Hewitt Road Connector and Bay Circle Drive. 

 The Commissioners approved to waive the bid proced ure and allow 

District 5 to piggy-back bid #98-124, White Constru ction. This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for District 5 to maintain the road from CR 395 

leading to Eden State Park contingent upon park man agement agreeing to leave 

the gate open for thru traffic.  This item will be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved for Chadbourne Inc., to pave a one mile portion of 

Hinote Road, District 4, at the same price as Laird  Road, costing 
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approximately $25,000.00 to $30,000.00. This item w ill be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for District 3 to take over per manent maintenance of 

Kennemur Drive, approximately 2/10 of a mile.  This  item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Ms Joann Saucier,  Chair of the Tourist 

Development Council Board, regarding expenditures a s questioned by State 

Auditors. 

 Lengthy discussion was held regarding several Pers onnel Policy issues 

relating to overtime, compensatory time, election p olicy, and disciplinary 

policy.  The Commissioners decided to discuss this issue at a later date. 

 The Board approved to allow Mr. Tom Powell, Econom ic Development 

Council, to discuss possible site locations with th e Correction Corporation 

of America for private prison sites in Walton Count y.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board recessed until the 6:00 p.m. public hear ing. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followi ng a recess from the 

workshop. 

 Chairman Young read into the record the proposed m illage rate of 6.224 

for county wide which is greater than the rolled ba ck rate of 6.0849 mills by 

3.68 percent.  

 Motion by Commissioner Paul, second by Vice-Chairm an Butler, to adopt 

the proposed tentative millage rate of 6.224.  Ayes  5, Nayes 0. Porter Aye, 

Infinger Aye, Paul Aye, Butler Aye, Young Aye. 

 Motion by Commissioner Paul, second by Vice-Chairm an Butler, to adopt 

the proposed tentative budget of $37,296,612 for 19 98-99. Ayes 5, Nayes 0. 

Porter Aye, Infinger Aye, Paul Aye, Butler Aye, You ng Aye. 

 Motion by Commissioner Paul, second by Commissione r Infinger, to 

adjourn at 6:10 p.m. 

 

                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  William A. Young,  Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


