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                                     OCTOBER 2, 2000 - PUBLIC HEARING  
 
 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held an advertised 

Public Hearing on Monday, October 2, 2000 at 6:00 p.m., in the Commissioner's 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairman Van Ness R. Butler, Jr., 

Vice-Chairman Randall Infinger, Commissioner Herman Walker, Commissioner Joel 

Paul, Jr., and Commissioner Gene Ryan.  Ms. Shirl Williams, Administrative Supervisor, 

and Mrs. Rhonda Skipper, Administrative Supervisor to the Clerk of Courts, were also 

present. 

 Chairman Butler called the meeting to order to consider the purchase of the 

Warren Building located on College Avenue. 

 Ms. Williams supplied each Commissioner with an appraisal of the subject 

property conducted by Teel & Waters and introduced Mrs. Janie Lindsey, Broker/Realtor, 

Lake DeFuniak Realty, representing the owner Ms. Beverly Warren.   

Commissioner Walker questioned the status of the zoning process.  Mrs. Lindsey 

reported that the owner has started the process to change the current zoning and was 

advised by Mr. Larry Laird, Assistant City Manager & Building Official, that the process 

should be completed by November 2000.   

Commissioner Paul questioned as to what use the facility could be used at present 

(without the zoning being changed); Ms. Williams advised that medical offices and 

multi-family apartments are permissible at the present time.  Ms. Williams mentioned 

that the County could apply for a “special use” permit for the type of offices that they 

would require and the process would not take as long as the zoning change request. 
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Commissioner Butler asked if the Council on Aging could use the building, Mrs. 

Lindsey answered “yes”.  Commissioner Butler remarked that the Warren Building was a 

“heck of a buy”, would require minimal renovation and could be utilized almost 

immediately.  Mrs. Lindsey stated that the old HealthMark facility has been vacated. 

Commissioner Walker responded in unison with Commissioner Butler’s comment 

stating that the Warren Building offers Walton County the best investment opportunity in 

regards to the County already holding title to the former hospital next door. 

Commissioner Paul expressed his concern regarding the re-zoning process stating 

that if the County purchases the Warren Building and the only permissible use is for 

medical offices, the County would not benefit from the purchase.  Commissioner Walker 

agreed with Commissioner Paul and suggested that the sale be contingent upon the City 

of DeFuniak Springs accomplishing the re-zoning request.  Ms. Williams advised that she 

specifically informed Mr. Laird of the County’s intent for utilizing the Warren Building 

and requested him to assure that the zoning would allow these intentions (Professional 

Offices, Administration Offices). 

Commissioner Ryan voiced his opposition regarding purchasing the Warren 

Building.  Commissioner Ryan remarked that purchasing the Warren Building is not a 

solution or a partial solution to the problems the County presently faces, which is 

overcrowding.  Commissioner Infinger expressed the same sentiments as Commissioner 

Ryan in regards to purchasing the building for office spaces, but advised he would 

support the purchase for Medical offices. 

The Board discussed the HUD, Veteran’s Office, Human Resource and the Grants 

Office as possible offices being relocated to the Warren Building. 
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Motion by Commissioner Walker, second by Commissioner Paul to purchase the 

Warren Building in the amount of $180,000.00 subject to proper zoning change.  Ayes 3, 

Nayes 2.  Ryan Naye, Infinger Naye, Butler Aye, Walker Aye, Paul Aye. 

The Board instructed Ms. Williams to confer with Mr. William “Bill” Imfeld, 

Financial Director, regarding the funds to purchase the Warren Building due to the 

monies not being budgeted for fiscal year 2000/2001. 

There being no further business, motion by Commissioner Walker to adjourn at 

6:25 p.m., second by Commissioner Infinger.  Ayes 5, Nayes 0.  Ryan Aye, Infinger Aye, 

Butler Aye, Walker Aye, Paul Aye. 

                                                           APPROVED: ______________________________   
                                                                                   Van Ness R. Butler, Jr., Chairman 
                                  
ATTEST: ______________________ 
                 Dan Bodiford, Clerk 

 
  
   

  


